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Understanding of Terms 
 

Heritage – refers to natural, built, cultural sites of interest, including physical entities (monuments 

and buildings), items or places of archaeological interest, and myths or legends passed associated 

with places and people.  

 

Desire Lines – trails that have been developed by walkers choosing their own route through a 

landscape through the desire to walk there and/or without following the waymarked route. 

 

Access – refers specifically to access to walking and cycling trails on Rathlin Island and not to the 

Island, nor sea access around the Island, for example diving and small inflatable crafts. 

 

Public Land – refers to land on Rathlin Island under ownership and/or management of local 

government, public bodies and charitable organisations who promote access as part of their remit, 

for example local councils, Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA), Royal Society for the 

Protection of Birds (RSPB) and National Trust. 

 

Private Land – refers to land under private ownership (individuals or companies) where there is no 

legal right of access where the landowner permits, for example local farmland, Commissioner of Irish 

Lights (CIL) and Northern Ireland Electricity (NIE). 

 

‘Green’ Signage – refers to all types of interpretative information in the form of an interpretation 

panel, information point, panoramic viewpoint, waymarker, story board, historical remembrance 

plaques, etc.  This covers all types of information supplied to the visitor about orientation and 

interpretation, but excludes brown tourist signage and black and white road signs. 
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

In October 2012, Outdoor Recreation NI was commissioned by the Causeway Coast and Glens 

Heritage Trust (CCGHT) to undertake an audit of the existing access and interpretation 

arrangements for Rathlin Island, working in partnership with Moyle District Council (MDC) and 

Rathlin Development and Community Association (RDCA).  

In conjunction with the Antrim Coast and Glens AONB Management Plan 2008, the purpose of this 

audit was to identify a suitable pilot project for 2013 which will develop a more strategic approach 

to enhancing the accessibility to, and interpretation of, the Island’s natural heritage for visitors.    

Over a period of six weeks, the following was completed:  

- A full audit of existing access and interpretation/‘green’ signage 

- Desktop research and GIS mapping of land ownership (public and private)  

- Mapping nature designations and sites of heritage interest (cultural, built and industrial) 

- Collation and summary of the various development plans for organisations and 

landowners/managers with an interest in Rathlin Island 

- Island-wide SWOT analysis specifically relating to enhancing access and interpretation 

- Evaluation of the barriers to, and opportunities for, enhancing access and interpretation 

- Identification and costing of a suitable pilot project for 2013 

Despite new walks being created on Rathlin Island at Ballyconaghan, Roonivoolin and Kebble and 

Kinramer, there remains a lack of information and promotion about areas that are and are not open 

for public access.  In recent years private landowners have erected signs to warn visitors of 

trespassing on their land – consultation shows this has had a positive effect and increased the 

number of people keeping to the roads.   

For a relatively small island (approximately 33 square kilometres) there are a high number of both 

public and private landowners/managers which can make access development a complicated 

process of negotiation and consultation.  In some cases there also appears to be a lack of partnership 

working between the different organisations which is manifested in the myriad of competing signage 

on the Island that ultimately creates no sense of common identity or overall brand.   

This audit reviewed the current access provision and signage style/condition and identified a pilot 

project which will enhance the Island’s accessibility to, and interpretation of, the Island’s unique 

heritage.   

The baseline audit revealed an adequate level of access for walking on the Island with public access 

at Roonivoolin, Ballyconaghan and Kebble and Kinramer National Nature Reserves (NNR).  

Waymarking to and on the trails however is extremely poor with new signage required to enhance 

visitor orientation, bring the trails up to a high quality standard and make them suitable for public 

promotion.  Path condition in some places also requires maintenance and/or new furniture, and 

interpretation at each of the above three sites is either missing, in poor condition or information is 

incorrect.  Overall, with the exception of the Causeway Coastal Route (CCR) signage, the 

interpretation is out-of-date and needs upgrading.  Interpretation and signage is also individually 

branded at each site by the organisation who owns/manages the land leading to a mismatch of 

competing styles. 
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The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) 

and National Trust all recognise the need for the development of signage both from the Harbour to 

the trails and on the trails themselves.  Consultation also revealed that there is potential in the future 

to develop new access and/or extend trails on the publicly-owned land thus creating more off-road 

access and opportunities to explore the Island’s heritage.    

Consultation with private landowners revealed that overall the Islanders are not opposed to tourism 

and welcome visitors; however there was no desire to create new access or walking opportunities on 

private land.  In summary, this is a result of a number of factors which include concern over public 

safety and risk of injury, disturbance to cattle and sheep and damage to stone walls and fences.   

The following projects are proposed by Outdoor Recreation NI.  They involve upgrading and 

enhancing the existing access and making these trails suitable for promotion.  The pilot project for 

2013 is categorised into Phases: 

Phase 1 – for completion by end of March 2013 

Phase 2 – for completion by end of Year 2013 

Phase 3 – ongoing/long term/as funding becomes available 

Phase 1 projects are recommended by Outdoor Recreation NI because they prioritise upgrading and 

enhancing the existing access and making the current trails more suitable for public promotion 

within a set budget and timescale.  The approximate cost is £4832.50. 

Phase 2 projects include recommendations for improving road signage to the off-road trails and 

producing a new walking leaflet and interpretation panel at the harbour with access information.  

Taking into account the potential for new access development in the coming years, it would not be 

cost effective nor prudent to update this signage now only for it to become redundant and out-of-

date in a number of years. 

Phase 3 projects mainly involve regional and national promotional work which is ongoing, longer 

term or capable of being completed if funding becomes available.   
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Phase Project Specification Details 
Approximate 

Cost 

1 

 

1. Roonivoolin, 

Ballyconaghan and 

Kebble and Kinramer 

NNR 

1.1. Install new trail waymarking with signposts and disks to provide 

visitor directions across open land 

Roonivoolin = 6 posts x 

£25* + 34 disks x £3* 

Ballyconaghan = 8 posts 

x £25 + 14 disks x £3 

£494 

1.2. At Kebble/Kinramer NNR consider mounting disks on large 

boulders in situ which are not susceptible to damage by cattle 
20 disks x £3 £60 

1.3. Trails should be individually named and colour-coded to aid 

navigation 
Free 

1.4. Disks should follow quality walk brand with footprint and trail 

name present on signposts with directional arrows where 

necessary 

Free 

2. Kinramer North 

Trails 

 

2.1. Upgrade boardwalk and install new gate latch 

 

100m boardwalk**  @ 

£3.50 per slat x15 slats + 

£5 new metal gate latch 

1 day @ £250/day 

£307.50 (plus 

materials and 

expenses) 

2.2. Carry out maintenance work to clear trail corridors and erect fence 

if necessary 

300m gorse cutback x 2 

days @ £250/day** 

600m fencing @ £200 

per 100m fencing 

£500 

£1200 (plus 

contractor fee, 

materials and 

expenses) 

2.3. Install new waymarking and disks to guide walkers along the route 

from start to finish 

7 posts x £25 + 14 disks 

@ £3  
£217 

2.4. Install interpretation panel at the start of the walk 1 interpretation panel* £1500 

3. Branding/Identity 

 

3.1. Remove old, out-dated interpretation and build on CCR style and 

brand 
See Project 1 and 2 

3.2. Develop and install one united type of trail waymarking (signposts 

and disks) at each of public sites but include logo of each public 

landowner/manager where applicable 

See Project 1 and 2 

TOTAL £4832.50 

2 
4. Island-wide 

 

4.1. Upgrade/install new signage from the harbour along the main 

roads (and Rathlin and Roonivoolin quality walks) to guide visitors 

to the off-road walking trails across the Island  

TBC 
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4.2. Install wooden signposts and disks from Harbour directing 

walkers along the 2x quality walks to East and West 

12 posts x £25 +26 disks 

x £3 
£378 

4.3. An up-to-date access map based on the re-produced ‘Walks Map’ 

could be produced and placed in the community notice board at 

the Harbour 

1 interpretation panel x 

£1500 
£1500 

3 5. Promotion 

5.1. Incorporate ‘Leave No Trace’ message in promotional material Free 

5.2. All walks are ‘quality’ assessed and accredited and promoted on 

walkNI.com 
£30 per walk x4 £120 

5.3. Develop walking itineraries for multi-day trips promoted through 

WalkNI.com 
Free 

5.4. Encourage accommodation providers to join NITB’s ‘Walkers 

Welcome’ Scheme 

Free 

 

5.5. Update and re-produce the ‘Rathlin Walks’ leaflet which is 

available from the terminal and on the ferries 
TBC 

 

NB. All costs above are approximate and based on recent quotes* or daily work rate charge from Conservation Volunteers NI**.  The above do not 

include VAT, delivery or installation costs.  The costs above for the Phase 1 pilot project are to be used as a guide only. 
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2. PROJECT BACKGROUND 

2.1. The Need for the Audit 

 

“Recreational trail developments offer an excellent way of connecting people with nature and 

the outdoors” (National Trails Office, pp.11).  Access is important because it provides the 

medium through which visitors can enjoy the landscape of Rathlin Island and learn about the 

unique heritage through interpretation, such as panoramic viewpoints, story boards and 

information panels.  This project is needed to provide an up-to-date picture of current 

arrangements on the Island and outline a way forward for ensuring this access remains open 

and sustainable in the future whilst not impinging on the protection of natural habitats or 

needs/interests of the local community. 

Although the number of trails open for public access on Rathlin Island has increased over recent 

years with the development of two short quality walks (QW), the Roonivoolin Trail QW and 

Rathlin Trail QW, there is still a lack of clarification of areas open for public access.   

The complex land ownership/management situation on Rathlin Island means there are often 

competing interests towards access to the countryside, both for and against access for outdoor 

recreation and learning about the Island’s unique heritage.  These competing demands and lack 

of partnership working/consultation has had a negative impact amongst local residents and 

some of the public organisations.  Due to the lack of information and confusion regarding the 

extent of public access, private landowners have recently felt the need to protect their private 

property rights and erect informal signs warning visitors of trespassing.        

The lack of a joined-up approach on the Island is also evident through the signage.   

As per the various landowning/managing organisations there is a wide range of signage styles 

in varying conditions.  This has ultimately left the Island devoid of a single, identifiable brand 

which can be promoted as a destination for visitors.  This project seeks to: 

- Identify the numerous public and private landowners/managers and areas under their 

control 

- Clarify areas open for, and not for, public access 

- Identify the access and interpretation development plans of each public organisation to 

develop a combined, strategic approach for a suitable pilot project going forward  

 

2.2. Aims and Objectives 

 

The overall aim for this project is:- 

“To conduct, in partnership with the CCGHT, Moyle District Council and Rathlin 

Development and Community Association (RDCA), an Access and Interpretation Audit for 

Rathlin Island, with a view to developing a more strategic approach to the enhancement of 

accessibility to, and interpretation of, the Island’s natural heritage”. 
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The six objectives are:- 

- To identify land ownership/management on Rathlin Island 

- To identify nature designations and sites of interest on Rathlin Island 

- To identify, map and assess current access on Rathlin Island available to visitors 

- To identify, map and assess existing interpretation and signage 

- Conduct an Access and Interpretation SWOT analysis for Rathlin Island 

- Identify and evaluate the opportunities for, and barriers to, enhancing Access and 

Interpretation on Rathlin Island 

- Identify and cost a suitable pilot project for 2013 

 

2.3. Methodology 

 

The scope of this project was defined as the physical limits of Rathlin Island however where 

proposals for future pilot project(s) involved linking in and/or extending trails and/or heritage 

themes on the mainland, these were considered.  

There were three main types of research used to carry out this project: 

1. Desktop research and use of in-house Geographic Information System (GIS) 

This was the primary research method used initially to build a picture of current access 

arrangements and included collating information on existing studies and reports 

relating to access and interpretation on Rathlin Island.  This method was also used to 

source and summarise the strategic development plans of each public organisation, 

including Northern Ireland Tourist Board (NITB), NIEA, Moyle District Council, Antrim 

Coast and Glens AONB Management Group, RSPB and National Trust, etc. 

Outdoor Recreation NI holds extensive records for NIEA’s natural and built heritage, 

public land and outdoor recreation activities which were used as part of this study in the 

mapping of designations, sites of interest and public access trails. 

ArcMap GIS was used as the main tool for collating, mapping, analysing and displaying 

the spatial data (relating to land ownership, nature designations, and sites of interest, 

current access and signage) and supporting records.  For example the location of ‘green 

signage’ was mapped and the supporting data collected through research and fieldwork 

used to build a ‘register’ of information about type, owner and style.  A register was 

developed for both ‘Access’ and ‘Interpretation/’Green’ Signage’ (See Appendix 11.1 for 

detailed project plan and list of register headings).  This program then allowed for the 

data to be displayed in a map and produced in the final report to demonstrate results. 

 

2. Field work 

Site visits to Rathlin Island were necessary to undertake the access and interpretation 

audits.  Once the current public access trails were identified through desktop research 

(see 1 above) and informal consultation (see 3 below), Outdoor Recreation NI spent two 

days on site assessing the paths and ‘green’ signage based on the following criteria:  

- Access: trail condition, maintenance issues and opportunities for enhancement 
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- Signage: style, condition and opportunities for enhancement 

Photographs were taken to demonstrate any trail/signage condition and maintenance 

issues, and a handheld GPS device used to map the exact trail routes and location of 

signage. 

 

3. Consultation 

Public 

Throughout the duration of the project, consultation with project partners including 

public landowners and other interested parties occurred via telephone, face to face 

meetings and email.  The purpose was to gather data and information relating to the 

extent of land ownership/management as well as access and interpretation issues and 

opportunities and local scale future development plans.  

 

Private 

Landowners were contacted via letter and follow-up telephone call to discuss the 

current access situation on the Island, any issues they may have and their thoughts on 

the barriers to access and opportunities for access.   Landowners were asked to describe 

the boundary of land owned and if developing a walk or creating access to a site of 

heritage interest on their land is something they would consider.   

 

3. STRATEGIC CONTEXT 

3.1. Review of Strategies and Development Plans 

 

To date, several plans, strategies and reports have outlined the need for a review of the access 

and/or interpretation on Rathlin Island.  The following chapter summarises these existing 

documents and development plans of organisations with an interest in Rathlin Island.  

 

Rathlin Island Sustainable Tourism Strategy 2005-2015 

This 10-year plan was developed to secure sustainable tourism on the island and guide the 

activities of the steering group which included RDCA, CCGHT, NIEA, NITB, National Trust and 

Moyle District Council.  The following is a summary of the points relevant to access and 

interpretation: 

- “A major effort is needed to make walking on Rathlin more of an attraction.  The scenery 

to be viewed is spectacular but signage and interpretation en route is virtually non-

existent.  There is also a need for more viewpoints with seating.  The existing roads are 

good for walking but, through time, if demand is encouraged to increase, then there will 

be a need for more off-road paths” (pp.13) 

- “There is potential for visitors to get more enjoyment out of the landscape of Rathlin but 

lack of access is a problem” (pp.20) 
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- Signage for tourists on the island was deemed “very poor” (pp.15), both on and off the 

main roads (pp.12) 

- Issues:  

o Walking opportunities on the island are limited 

o Birding interest limited to May and June 

o No sense of arrival at the ferry slipway and no readily apparent information on 

where to go or what to do 

- Opportunities: 

o Focus on cultural heritage and eco-tourism 

o Target other audiences other than bird enthusiasts 

o Partner with Giant’s Causeway and North Antrim Causeway Coast 

o Develop an around-island trail with interpretation 

- The Ballyconaghan trails “are way marked but not in a foolproof way, markers are 

missing and walks are not well used and overgrown” (pp.13) 

- Bike hire “needs to be promoted more on the mainland as an attractive way to 

experience Rathlin” (pp.13) 

- Camping – “The quality of accommodation is generally very good but with only around 

60 bed spaces this is nowhere near large enough to support the development of 

tourism” (pp.15) 

- Rathlin Island has a specific target audience and “is promoted more as a special interest 

destination than one of outstanding beauty” (pp.18) 

- The study highlights the importance of Rathlin’s “social capacity, e.g. how many people 

can the community absorb without feeling swamped or experiencing a loss of privacy” 

(pp.32) 

- ‘Early win’ projects relating to access include (i) creating inventory of island’s assets, 

and/or (ii) developing a website describing all opportunities on Rathlin for recreation, 

services, etc. (pp.5) 

- In a visitor survey carried out on Rathlin Island, the top 3 activities undertaken were 

walking, bird watching and visiting historical monuments, reaffirming the need to 

enhance access associated with heritage (pp.84) 

- Weaknesses 

o Poor road surfaces 

o Limited number of accessible paths 

o Poor existing paths (limited signs, interpretation and seating) 

o Poor signing 

o Not many guided walks 

o Very little interpretation of places/sites of interest 

o Limited access to cliff tops and off main roadways (pp.114) 

- The Action Plan includes recommendations to: 

o Improve visitor welcome, orientation and comfort on the island 

� Provide welcome signage and orientation information 

o Raise the profile of Rathlin as a key destination on the CCR (this has been 

completed in 2011 as part of NITB’s CCR signature project) 

- Most importantly the Strategy stressed that there needs to be a balance between the 

protection and positive development of Rathlin’s heritage, both natural and cultural. 
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The purpose of this audit is not to re-produce the findings of this Strategy but to build on it, and 

bear the above in mind when completing the audit and proposing a suitable pilot project to take 

forward which will enhance the signage and access on Rathlin to the Island’s unique heritage 

 

DRD Rathlin Island Policy and Action Plan 2010/2012 

The overall aim of this policy is “to develop a vibrant healthy community and increase the 

involvement of Islanders in the development of policies and projects which improve conditions 

for all people of the Island while protecting its environment” (DRD Policy, pp.2).  The 

accompanying action plan outlines how the policy objectives should be implemented.   

Developing access and interpretation falls under Objective 2. 1: “To help support tourism 

development on Rathlin through the delivery of the Causeway Coast and Glens Tourism 

Masterplan 2004-2013” (Action Plan, pp.2) whilst protecting the Island’s environmental and 

natural assets.  Again the emphasis is on balancing development with protection and sensitive 

management of the Island’s unique heritage resources.   

 

Antrim Coast and Glens AONB Management Plan and Action Plan 2008-2018  

Rathlin Island is described as the ‘remote jewel’ of the AONB for its beauty and tranquillity, but 

caters for a specific type of visitor as it “provides a unique experience for walking and bird 

watching” (pp.36).   

With regards to access, the plan recognises that “there is limited coordination in providing and 

promoting countryside recreation opportunities” (pp.37).  Specifically on Rathlin Island 

“signage and information for visitors is poor, there is a general lack of information about 

recreation opportunities, and there is poor welcome and orientation on arrival” (pp.37) - the 

same recurring issues that were highlighted in the Sustainable Tourism Development Strategy.   

There are a number of actions which account for the development of access and interpretation, 

including negotiation with private landowners.   

- Objective 1 for land, coast and sea is to “promote greater appreciation and enjoyment of 

the landscape and wildlife assets of the AONB, and their need for protection and 

management” (Management plan, pp.22) 

- Action 1.2: “Develop access to a selection of protected wildlife sites that are not 

adequately represented in the current suite of nature reserves” (Action Plan, pp.3) 

- Action 1.3: “Develop access opportunities to the landscape of the AONB to encourage 

wider enjoyment and appreciation of its value for informal recreation and learning, and 

as a resource for economic activity.  Link to Outdoor Recreation NI’s ‘Leave No Trace’ 

programme...” (Action Plan, pp.4) 

- Action 6.4: “Through landowner management agreement, arrange open public access to 

a sample of sites which represent a cross section of the resource.” (Action Plan, pp.12) 

All of the above identify the gap in access and lack of coordination between stakeholders on 

Rathlin Island.  This audit aims to address this by assessing the current accessibility and 
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identifying projects for developing new access to sites and providing more and/or better 

opportunities for learning through interpretation.      

 

NITB Causeway Coast and Glens Tourism Masterplan 2004-2013 

Rathlin is seen as one of the key assets of the Causeway Coast and Glens region, however the 

Masterplan also recognises that signage and routing arrangements from arrival points such as 

the ferry terminal is poor.  One of the threats which is relevant to Rathlin Island is “the 

management of the natural resource that underpins the visitor interest to the area” again 

highlighting the need for a sensitive balance between the development of public access for 

recreation and the management and protection of designated sites.  It is also critical that there is 

a balance between these and the needs of the Islanders. 

A number of access and interpretation projects on Rathlin Island were delivered under this 

Masterplan including: 

- Public Realm Scheme at Rathlin Harbour 

- National Trust  interpretation 

- RSPB interpretation 

   

Causeway Coast and Glens Tourism Partnership Tourism Area Plan 2012-2017 “Growing 

Tourism Together” 

This plan relates to the development of tourism within the Causeway Coast and Glens region.  

One of the key challenges for the region as a whole is branding and “finding ways in which the 

different brands can mutually reinforce each other, and a clear brand strategy is needed to 

encourage closer integration and joint marketing and promotion” (2012, pp.17) 

 

Northern Ireland Tourist Board’s Draft Tourism Strategy for Northern Ireland to 2020 

NITB named five ‘signature projects’ for development into ‘signature destinations’ including the 

Giant’s Causeway/Antrim and Causeway Coast Area.  The reason behind these ‘signature 

brands’ is to ‘create international stand out for Northern Ireland...and give visitors reasons to 

stay longer and spend more’ (pp.2).  The strategy itself outlines a priority to ‘strategically 

influence infrastructural development of at least 22 key sites on Causeway Coastal Route (CCR) 

(pp.21) including Rathlin Island. 

Under this ‘signature project’ NITB has funded a number of specific projects on Rathlin Island 

including:  

- People Counters and Interpretation Panels (Cost - £19,200/Completed - 2011) 

- Rathlin Harbour – upgrade signage and visitor information and provision of seating 

(Cost - £108,477/Completed - 2011) 

- Trails, interpretation panels and viewpoints with RSPB (Cost - £12,450/Completed -

2011) 
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- Rathlin West Light and Seabird Colony – improve facility’s infrastructure (Cost - 

£303,998/Completed - 2009) 

NITB worked in partnership with NIEA, RSPB and National Trust to develop interpretation 

panels with CCR branding which can be seen distributed across the Island, in turn “allowing 

the visitor to uncover the Island’s rich cultural heritage...they enhance the visitor offering 

and improve visitor orientation.  They also encourage visitors to stop off and explore more 

throughout the area” (NITB 2011, pp.6).  Incorporating CCR signage/interpretation onto the 

Island has linked Rathlin to the mainland and also to the unique identifiable brand which is 

associated with this Signature Destination.   In turn this helps to ensure that Rathlin feels 

the economic and social benefits of increased tourism to the region as a result of the 

marketing of this brand. 

 

Moyle District Council – Rathlin Harbour Public Realm Scheme 

As part of the NITB’s 2004 Tourism Masterplan and CCR Signature Project, Moyle District 

Council developed five Public Realm Schemes including Rathlin Harbour and foreshore, to 

achieve regeneration of interpretation and infrastructure through various environmental 

improvement works.  The purpose of these improvements was to “raise the quality of the visitor 

experience and improve the sense of welcome and visual attractiveness of the area” (NITB 2011, 

pg.5).  CCR Interpretation added to the Harbour included: 

- Welcome post 

- Panorama Viewpoint Interpretation Panel 

- Information Panel 

- Bespoke benches 

Moyle District Council also recognises the pivotal role that sustainable development plays in 

solving local problems and will use it as the mechanism to achieving sustainable communities. 

The Statutory Duty is contained within the Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 

2006 and states that “a public authority must, in exercising its functions, act in a way it 

considers best calculated to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development in 

Northern Ireland”.  This stance will be important to finding a sensible balance between tourism 

development, the needs of the community and the environmental protections on Rathlin Island. 

 

3.2. Summary 

 

The above review can be summarised into several points which were recurring and considered 

throughout the audit process and when formulating a suitable pilot project: 

- Signage (on and off the main roads) and interpretation on the Island is poor 

- A sense of welcome and orientation information on arrival to Rathlin is lacking 

- Brand – there is a need to have a clear, identifiable brand  
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4. RATHLIN ISLAND 

4.1. Land Ownership 

 

Rathlin Island was once owned in its entirety by the Gage family until the Irish Land Act which 

sold most of the Estate off to land tenants around 1930.  All unregistered land still remains 

under the ownership of the Gage family, who today own the foreshore and a number of other 

areas and buildings, such as the Coastguard Hut at Rue Point and the walled garden behind the 

Manor House Hotel.  Commander Peter Campbell holds the fishing and shooting rights to the 

Island. 

Rathlin Island is a combination of land: 

1. Owned or managed by public organisations (NIEA and Moyle District Council) 

2. Owned or managed by charitable organisations (RSPB and National Trust) 

3. Owned by private companies and individuals (Commissioner of Irish Lights, Northern 

Ireland Electricity (NIE), NI Water Service and private landowners) 

1 and 2 are considered ‘public land’ as they facilitate public access for walking on Rathlin Island.  

Figures 1 and 2 illustrate the boundaries of publicly-owned land:   

- NIEA own/manage the Kebble and Kinramer National Nature Reserves (NNR) – a large 

portion of land at the West Lighthouse. 

- Moyle District Council own/lease land around the Harbour area to the Boat House 

Visitor Centre. 

- RSPB manage the Seabird Centre at the West Lighthouse, own an area of cliff land 

(‘South Cliffs’) at Knockan’s Viewpoint, land at Roonivoolin, ‘North Cliffs at Ballygill and 

Kilpatrick and land at Kinkeel.   

- National Trust own and manage land at the Harbour including the Manor House Hotel, 

at Ballyconaghan to the north of the Island and a strip of land adjacent to the main road 

leading to the East Lighthouse. 

- CIL own land at each of the 3 lighthouses. 

Figure 2 shows the majority of land is under private ownership, distributed between 13 

different known landowners.  Figure 2 shows the location of land owned by private individuals. 

Landowners have purposely been kept anonymous1. 

                                                           
1
 Depending on the organisation and nature of request, a list of private landowners on Rathlin Island can be 

provided for on request 
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Figure 2 Land Ownership on Rathlin Island 

Figure 1 Land Ownership around Harbour area 

4 

11 
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Figure 3 Nature Designations on Rathlin Island 
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4.2. Nature Designations 

 

Rathlin Island is made up of a number of rare habitats, plant and animal species which are 

protected and managed under the following statutory designations: 

- Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)  

o Antrim Coast and Glens (covers whole of Rathlin Island) 

- Area of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI)  

o Ballycarry, Ballygill North, Kinramer South, Rathlin Coast, Church Bay, Kebble 

and the entire foreshore except for the Harbour area 

- Special Area of Conservation (SAC)  

o Covers cliffs and sea around the Island applicable to important habitats such as 

reefs, vegetated sea cliffs and (partially) submerged sea caves.  Priority habitat is 

lowland heath 

- Special Protection Areas (SPA)  

o Covers cliffs and sea around the Island protecting nationally important numbers 

(in excess of 20,000) of breeding sea birds including peregrine falcon, chough, 

guillemot, razorbill, puffin, etc. 

- NNR 

o Kebble and Kinramer 

The unique natural heritage coupled with the beauty, tranquillity and unparalleled panoramic 

views are the key assets which underpin visitor interest in the area.  Figure 3 shows the extent 

of these designations which concentrate around the entire shoreline and foreshore, and the 

west of the Island, and occur on both public and private land.  Where private land is covered 

under an environmental designation this can place strict controls and management practices on 

the landowner.  Consultation shows that this can have an impact on the development of access 

as landowners are reluctant to open up their land for recreation through fear of public liability 

and damage to the protected environs and/or species.   

 

4.3. Sites of Heritage Interest  

 

Rathlin Island is rich in built heritage as well as natural.  Figure 4 shows the high number of 

sites and monuments with archaeological interest located on Rathlin Island.  Currently there are 

2962 in total concentrated around the Island’s coastline.  Thirteen of these sites and monuments 

are under ‘Scheduled’ protection, shown by the star symbol in Figure 4, and provide sites of 

which may be of heritage interest to visitors.  Sites of heritage interest identified through this 

research have also been mapped and overlap with the scheduled sites and monuments above.   

Figure 5 shows the list of scheduled monuments and sites which correspond to Figure 4.  Those 

sites marked with an * are on private land with no access permitted by the landowner, except 

for the basalt columns similar to those at the Giant’s Causeway.  These are on private land which 

currently has trails with permissive access (See Chapter 5 for full description).   

                                                           
2
  A full listing of the scheduled sites and monuments is in Appendix 11.3 
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Brockley Axe Factory and Bruce’s Castle are both ‘Scheduled’ and highlighted as sites of interest 

however access to these is not permitted, nor are they promoted to visitors as attractions to see 

on the Island.  Private consultation with Landowner B revealed that occasionally access to 

Brockley is granted to special interest groups/individuals such as university students and 

archaeological experts where prior permission has been sought, however the site is not suitable 

or safe for walking due to the rocky terrain underfoot, unsafe derelict buildings and the site 

being a working farm.  Similarly Landowner C does not wish to develop access to Bruce’s Castle 

due to concerns over public liability.  In addition it is felt that the scenic value and attraction at 

Bruce’s Castle is not as great compared to other places on the Island where there is public 

access (See Chapter 6 for full details of consultation with private landowners). 

** Cooraghy Bay Pier is on land owned by NIEA and represents a viable site of industrial interest 

to which access could be developed in the future.  

The remaining sites of interest identified are current attractions for visitors with public access 

permitted. 

It is known that public access on the Island is primarily through the main roads which extend to 

each of the three lighthouses.  Taking this into account Figure 4 highlights that there is a lack of 

access to these sites either because they are on private land or they are physically inaccessible, 

e.g. sea caves can only be reached by boat.  This means visitors have less of an opportunity to 

experience and learn about the Island’s unique heritage, built and cultural.    



Page 24 of 72 

 

Figure 4 Sites of Interest and Scheduled Monuments on Rathlin Island 
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SCHEDULED SITE/MONUMENT 

ID Site/Monument X Coordinate Y Coordinate SMR No. 

1 Doon-more.  Fortified outcrop: 

Doonmore 311870 452560 ANT001:004 

2 Brockley.  Prehistoric axe factory 311840 452010 ANT001:005 

3 Kilbrida.  Possible burial mound 312050 451800 ANT001:006 

4 Kilvoruan.  Ecclesiastical enclosure: 

kilvoruan 312750 452050 ANT001:009 

5 Bruce's castle.  Fortification: Bruce's 

Castle 316360 451530 ANT001:013 

6 Standing stone in prehistoric cemetery 314980 450970 ANT001:014 

7 Kilvoruan.  Graveyard: kilvoruan 315260 449300 ANT001:017 

8 Round cairn 315370 449470 ANT001:047 

9 The castle.  Castle (site of) 315320 451250 ANT001:052 

10 Cist burial 314970 450890 ANT001:094 

11 Sweat house 312757 451928 ANT001:010 

12 Quay complex 310112 450907 MRA003:075 

13 Ship Graffito 310049 451559 MRA003:219 

SITES OF INTEREST IDENTIFIED THROUGH RESEARCH 

ID Site of Interest X Coordinate Y Coordinate Heritage 

1 Seals at Church Bay 314782 450846 Natural 

2 Boat House Visitor Centre 314871 450838 Built / Cultural 

3 Brockley Axe Factory* 311840 452010 Built / Industrial 

4 Bruce's Cave* 316300 451980 Cultural / Natural 

5 Kelp Store 314990 450490 Built 

6 Old Coastguard Hut 315290 447670 Built / Industrial 

7 Bruce's Castle* 316360 451530 Cultural / Built 

8 Coastguard Hut 314538 452463 Industrial 

9 Cooraghy Bay Pier** 310115 450921 Built / Industrial 

10 West Lighthouse 309272 451782 Built / Industrial 

11 East Lighthouse 316191 451994 Built / Industrial 

12 South Lighthouse 315060 447238 Built / Industrial 

13 Causeway Basalt Columns* 310590 450840 Natural / Cultural 

Figure 5 Table showing Scheduled Sites/Monuments and Sites of Heritage Interest 
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5. ACCESS AND INTERPRETATION AUDIT 

5.1. Access 

 

Currently access on Rathlin Island occurs on publicly owned/managed land.  There is no formal, 

official access on private land except permissive paths at Kinramer which are not promoted for 

use due to maintenance and trail signage issues. 

Figure 6 shows access for walking and cycling on Rathlin is provided for by the two ‘Quality 

Walks’ which start at the Harbour and extend south to Rue Point (Roonivoolin Trail QW) and 

west to the West Lighthouse and Seabird Centre (Rathlin Trail QW).  These are both short walks 

(less than 5 miles long) and are on public road. 

There are three off-road public access walking trails: 

1. Roonivoolin Trail (incorporating cliff walk section) on RSPB land 

2. Ballyconaghan Trails (to the Coastguard Hut) on National Trust Land 

3. Kebble South and Kinramer North Trails (through the NNR’s) on NIEA land 

Consultation identified one trail (with the option of a long or short option) on private land at 

Kinramer, starting and finishing at Kinramer Camping Barn which is owned by Landowner A.  

These looped trails represent an opportunity for creating new off-road access if new 

infrastructure and signage is installed onsite.   

A rough track winding down to Cooraghy Bay where construction materials for the West 

Lighthouse were landed at the Pier and hauled up the cliff face was also identified as a potential 

future opportunity for new access to this site of built and industrial heritage interest.  Albeit an 

aspiration for the future, a new linear walk here would be a moderate to strenuous grade and 

would address the lack of access to, and ability to learn about, the Island’s heritage that 

currently exists.  Consultation with NIEA found that previously this track would have been 

maintained and some guided walks taken through the first section as it is safest.  However in 

recent years rock movements and increasing incidents of ticks has led to health and safety 

concerns which mean use of the track should not be encouraged.    

Trespassing on private land is a growing issue on the Island.  This is evident in the recent 

erection of ‘private land’ signs which are going up, for example at Bruce’s Castle and Cave.  

Consultation with Landowner C revealed that these signs have been effective in reducing visitor 

trespass.  However this research has shown that there is a real lack of visitor information about 

access, where people can and cannot walk, both before you get to, and on arrival to, the 

Island itself.  This has inevitably led to instances of unofficial trails developing which have been 

identified but not included in this report to avoid encouraging further use. 

The majority of private land on Rathlin Island is working farmland which will affect the 

development of any new access on private land considering the landowner concern over public 

liability, risk of injury, disturbance to cattle and damage to fences and gates, etc.  The majority of 

private landowners agree that visitors need to be made more aware that there is no legal right 

of access to private land and that it is not open to the public except where otherwise promoted 

or permitted.   
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Figure 6 shows the provision of public access paths on Rathlin Island.  It is clear from this map 

that in reality there is in fact an adequate level of walking trails (on and off road) open to the 

public.  With regard to a lack of access, all the current existing access does allow the visitor to 

experience visitor attractions that Rathlin has to offer including cliff walks, panoramic views of 

the Island and Scotland, learning about heritage through interpretation, peace and quiet, views 

down to sea caves, bird watching and access to a lighthouse. 

With the exception of Cooraghy Bay, all of the above trails were audited for path and furniture 

condition, signage condition and style and maintenance issues.  The results of this audit are 

detailed in Section 5.1.3.  An Access Register (Section 5.1.2) was also developed corresponding 

to the trails mapped in Figure 6.  
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5.1.1. Access Map 

 

Figure 6 Map of All Public Access on Rathlin Island
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5.1.2. Access Register 

 

ID  NAME X  Y  RESPONSIBLE 

AUTHORITY 

ROUTE 

SHAPE 

TERRAIN TYPE OF 

ACCESS 

LENGTH 

(KMS) 

S/F POINT DESIGNATION CONDITION MAINTENANCE 

ISSUES 

OPPORTUNITIES 

1 Rathlin Trail QW 309319 451738 MDC Linear On-road Public 7 Harbour ASSI, NNR Good Y - Signage Y – Signage 

2 Roonivoolin Trail QW 315069 447242 RSPB Loop On-road Public 5.5 Harbour SPA, SAC Good Y - Signage Y – Signage 

3 East Light Walk 314712 451021 N/A Linear Public Road Public 4.2 Harbour SPA, SAC, ASSI Good N Y - Signage 

4 RSPB Roonivoolin 

Trail 

315178 448965 RSPB Loop Off-road, grass, 

open field, cliff walk 

Public 2.5 Roonivoolin 

Trail QW 

None Good Y- Signage Y - Signage 

5 Ballyconaghan Trails 314672 451547 National Trust Loop Off-road, grass, 

pebble path 

through heathland, 

open field 

Public 2.7 Ballyconaghan SPA, SAC Good Y – Signage Y – Signage and 

Interpretation 

6 Kebble South Trail 310109 451129 NIEA Loop Mixed road, grass, 

open field, cliff walk 

Public 2.8 Kebble 

Cottage/Seabird 

Centre 

SPA, SAC, ASSI, 

NNR 

Good Y – Signage and 

Furniture  

Y – Signage and 

Interpretation 

7 Kinramer North Trail 310109 451129 NEA Loop Mixed road, grass, 

open field, cliff walk 

Public 3.3. NNR Cattle Grid SPA, SAC, ASSI Moderate Y – Signage Y – Signage and 

Interpretation 

8 Kinramer Trails 310755 451220 Private Loop Off-road, grass, 

open field 

Public 3.4 Kinramer 

Camping Barn 

None Moderate Y – Signage, 

Furniture and 

Path 

Y – Signage 

9 Cooraghy Bay 310035 451086 NIEA Linear Steep gravel track 

through rough 

gorse 

Opportunity 0.4 Rathlin Trail NNR, SAC, SPA Poor Y – Signage, 

Furniture and 

Path 

Y – Signage and 

Interpretation 

Figure 7 Access Register
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5.1.3. Audit Results 

 

An audit of the public access trails was carried out assessing path and furniture condition, 

maintenance issues and opportunities for enhancement. The audit results are discussed below 

according to each trail3.  Figure 13 shows the furniture inventory that was developed.   

 

Rathlin Trail QW, Roonivoolin Trail QW and East Light Walk 

(i) Path Condition 

These trails are all on single lane, tarmac public road of good condition for both 

walking and cycling.  From the Harbour to the South and East Lighthouse the 

topography is level underfoot with little or no hills compared to the road to the West 

Lighthouse which is more undulating and winding.  Where these trails reach the CIL 

land boundary at Rue Point and NIEA land boundary in the west the tarmac changes 

to a rough gravel path of the same width, but the condition underfoot is still suitable 

for all abilities.  Despite being classed as ‘on-road’ these trails represent quality 

walks on the Island, with few cars encountered outside the tourist season 

(May/Easter to late August) when the tour buses operate.   

 

(ii) Furniture Condition - No trail furniture present. 

 

RSPB Roonivoolin Trail 

(i) Path Condition 

The Roonivoolin Trail is through open field (grazed by sheep) to the southwest cliff 

edge where the walker has the option of walking on either side of the fence made 

feasible through repeat positioning of step-over stiles (See Figure 8).  The walker 

reaches a fence parallel to the cliff where he/she turns landward through open grass 

field again following the fence line back inland to join the main road.  Here there is a 

break in the fence line that encourages trespass down to Rue Point (See Figure 8).  

Conditions underfoot are good except for a small number of sections/areas where 

erosion is evident, especially where walkers have not followed the waymarking and 

chosen their own route over and down a small hill.  To reduce trespass and desire 

lines, Outdoor Recreation NI recommends trail signage is improved.  The cliff edge 

path was also waterlogged is parts and mucky underfoot however walkers have the 

option of avoiding this path via the stiles.   

 

(ii) Furniture Condition 

Furniture present on this trail include 3x gates and 4 step-over stiles all of which are 

in good condition and fit for purpose (FFP).   

 

                                                           
3
 The audit results are specific to the ground conditions on the day (17

th
 November 2012) and do not 

necessarily represent typical conditions 
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Figure 8 RSPB Roonivoolin Trail - trail through open grass field (top), stile to cliff walk 

(middle) and break in fence line (bottom) 
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Ballyconaghan Trails 

(i) Path Condition 

The trails at Ballyconaghan are also through open fields grazed by cattle.  The route 

takes walkers through an area of bramble at the start, through open field and climbs 

up a wide track which is badly eroded and flooded, onto a gravel path through 

heather to reach the Old Coastguard Hut (See Figure 9). 

 

 

Figure 9 Path condition and furniture on Ballyconaghan Trails 

 

Figure 9 shows the character of the trails at Ballyconaghan are boggy, waterlogged 

and mucky underfoot particularly at pinch points where cattle have trampled the 

ground and walkers cannot avoid. 

 

(ii) Furniture Condition 

There are three metal kissing gates on the trails all of which have been recently 

installed and are fit for purpose (See Figure 9). 
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Kebble South and Kinramer North Trails 

(i) Path Condition 

These trails are completely off-road except for a small section on the return.  The 

rest of the route is through open field grazed by cattle and sheep.  As such in some 

places the ground is trampled but not boggy.  Kebble South trail is on grass tracks to 

the cliff edge then follows the fence line to the West Lighthouse where there is a 

steep climb up the hillside to the main road.  The terrain is undulating with 

spectacular views to the stack formations and Bull Point (See Figure 11).  Currently 

the absence of waymarking on the trail makes it difficult for the walker to know 

where to ascend the steep hill without encountering barriers at the top. 

 

(ii) Furniture Condition 

There are 4 step-over stiles, 3 cattle gates and 1 bridge in the form of a plank with 

hand rail over a small stream (See Figure 10).  The stiles are in good condition but 

work may be required to make the gates suitable for walkers without having to untie 

cord to open and close.  The bridge is fit for purpose but could be widened and a 

second hand rail installed to increase the safety factor.  Where the trail meets the 

hillside, there is a rusted metal hand rail which could be upgraded to help walkers 

up the steep climb. 

 

 

Figure 10 Kebble South Trails - Gates (left) and Bridge (right) 
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Figure 11 Kebble South Trail - view of cliff walk (left) and view of stack formations (right) 

 

 

Kinramer Trails 

The permissive paths at Kinramer developed in the past have become degraded and now 

require major maintenance.  Landowner A is keen to upgrade these trails suitable for public use 

and promotion.  This would significantly increase the level of off-road access provision and also 

open up an area of significant heritage and panoramic views which is currently not available to 

visitors.  Landowner A is happy to take on maintenance responsibility but funding would be 

required to complete the initial path upgrade works. 

(i) Path Condition 

The walk starts off through a boggy area across boardwalk, through open fields 

where cattle graze.  It skirts the edge of basalt columns, which have engravings of 

boats on them and line up exactly with the Giant’s Causeway on the mainland, before 

descending a steep hill towards the cliff edge.  It then turns back inland through 

open fields, and brambles, crossing a river before re-joining the main road back to 

Kinramer Cottage (See Figure 12).  The walk is of moderate grade and challenging in 

parts but rewards the walker with stunning views to the Causeway Coast, over to 

Cooraghy Bay and towards the East of the Island.  The columns are also a site of 

heritage interest.  Significant path works would be required to clear corridors and 

mark out a suitable route. 

 

(ii) Furniture Condition 

The trail contains 2x gates, 1x boardwalk and 1x A-frame stile (see Figure 12) all of 

which require upgrading and maintenance. 
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Figure 12 Kinramer Trails - Boardwalk through bog (top left), descent to basalt columns 

and cliffs (top right), basalt columns (middle right), return trail through brambles 

(middle left), stile over river (bottom left) and view to Cooraghy Bay (bottom right) 
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ID TYPE OWNER WALK X Y CONDITION 

1 Picnic Table x7 MDC Harbour 314847 451035 FFP 

2 Seating Bench x3 MDC Harbour 314847 451035 FFP 

3 Gate RSPB Roonivoolin Trail 315245 448970 FFP 

4 Gate RSPB Roonivoolin Trail 315021 448761 FFP 

5 Step-Over Stile RSPB Roonivoolin Trail 314548 448741 FFP 

6 Step-Over Stile RSPB Roonivoolin Trail 314592 448386 FFP 

7 Step-Over Stile RSPB Roonivoolin Trail 314628 448196 FFP 

8 Step-Over Stile RSPB Roonivoolin Trail 314745 447937 FFP 

9 Gate RSPB Roonivoolin Trail 315146 448034 FFP 

10 Metal Kissing Gate National Trust Ballyconaghan Trails 314606 451708 FFP 

11 Metal Kissing Gate National Trust Ballyconaghan Trails 314849 451780 FFP 

12 Metal Kissing Gate National Trust Ballyconaghan Trails 314917 451903 FFP 

13 Gate  Knockan's Viewpoint 313937 451275 FFP 

14 Picnic Table x2  Knockan's Viewpoint 313949 451205 FFP 

15 Boardwalk Private Kinramer Trails 310738 451304 
Planks missing, vegetation overgrown, sunken in places - 

needs repair/replacing 

16 Gate Private Kinramer Trails 310727 451453 Latch needs repaired 

17 Stile - A-frame Private Kinramer Trails 311053 451228 Needs overgrown vegetation removed 

18 Picnic Bench x3 NIEA Kebble/Kinramer NNR 309971 451145 FFP 

19 Step-Over Stile + Cattle Gate NIEA Kebble South Trail 309859 451054 FFP 

20 Step-Over Stile + Cattle Gate NIEA Kebble South Trail 309607 450890 FFP 

21 Cattle Gate NIEA Kebble South Trail 309543 450881 FFP 

22 Step-Over Stile NIEA Kebble South Trail 309135 451028 FFP 

23 Bridge NIEA Kebble South Trail 309322 451559 Needs upgraded with handrail 

24 Double Step-Over Stile NIEA Kebble South Trail 309335 451587 FFP 

Figure 13 Trail Furniture Inventory showing Location and Condition
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5.2. Interpretation 

 

Interpretation and signage was assessed from two perspectives:  

1. Information about access for walking prior to arrival 

2. Information available on arrival to the Island, both: 

a. Getting to the trails from the Harbour, and 

b. On the trail itself 

Interpretation or green signage was assessed based on the style, condition and opportunities for 

enhancement.  Locations of interpretation panels, information boards, waymarkers and 

panoramic viewpoints were mapped and a ‘Signage Register’ developed based on the above 

information, type and owner.   

For the purpose of this study the following images are examples of the different types of ‘green 

signage’ referred to in this audit. 

 

 

Figure 14 Examples of Interpretation Panels 
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Figure 15 Example of Panoramic Viewpoint Panel 

 

Figure 16 Examples of Waymarkers (Signposts and Disks) 

 

Figure 17 Examples of Information Boards/Panels 
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5.2.1. ‘Green’ Signage Map 

 

Figure 18 Map showing locations of all Interpretation/Green Signage on Rathlin Island 



Page 40 of 72 

 

5.2.2. ‘Green’ Signage Register 

 

ID TYPE OWNER BRAND WALK X  Y  CONDITION 

 Walking Trails Information Board Rathlin Ferries Ltd Rathlin Ferry own MV Canna Ferry   Needs updated 

 Interpretation Panel Unknown RSPB/CCR MV Canna Ferry   FFP 

 Walking Trails Information Board Rathlin Ferries Ltd Rathlin Ferry own Express Ferry   Needs updated 

 Interpretation Panel Unknown CCR Express Ferry   FFP 

1 Interpretation Panel MDC CCR Harbour - Ferry Shelter 314694 451025 FFP 

2 Information Point MDC CCR Harbour    314714 451032 FFP 

3 Interpretation Panel MDC CCR Harbour 314847 451035 FFP 

4 Robert the Bruce' Blue Plaque Ulster History Circle Blue Circle Plaque Harbour - Boathouse 314933 450934 FFP 

5 Road Signage to walking trails DRD Roads Service Black and White Harbour 314908 450931 FFP, needs updated 

6 Road Signage to walking trails DRD Roads Service Black and White Harbour 314971 450940 Poor Condition - letters missing / needs 

updated 

7 Boat House Information Centre Unknown White writing on brown wood Harbour 314890 450858 FFP 

8 No Camping' Private Private/Informal Harbour 315059 450504 N/A 

9 Kelp House Interpretation Panel National Trust National Trust/CCR Harbour 315005 450500 FFP 

10 Private Property/No Access Private Informal Harbour 315152 450117 N/A 

11 Metal Arrow Road sign with handwritten 

'Roonivoolin' 

Private Informal Harbour 315179 450158 Metal rusting 

12 Boat House Interpretation Panel National Trust CCR Harbour 314865 450836 FFP 

13 Road Signage to harbour DRD Roads Service Black and White Roonivoolin Trail 315200 449346 FFP 

14 Interactive interpretation panel RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail QW 315225 450270 FFP - full working order 

15 Information panel RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 315245 448970 FFP 

16 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 315245 448970 FFP 

17 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 315158 448941 FFP 

18 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 315011 448786 FFP 

19 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 315021 448761 FFP 

20 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314971 448684 Fallen over  slightly/used as scratching 

point 

21 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314855 448643 Cemented in but unstable/very loose 

22 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314820 448579 FFP 

23 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314661 448632 FFP 

24 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314636 448648 Can be removed 

25 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314580 448666 FFP 

26 WM Post and Disk (with arrow) RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314547 448758 FFP 

27 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314589 448539 Fallen, needs re-erected 

28 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314531 448486 Fallen, needs re-erected 

29 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314582 448394 FFP 

30 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314611 448263 FFP 

31 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314628 448196 FFP 

32 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314691 448054 FFP 

33 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314745 447937 FFP 

34 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314814 447847 FFP 

35 WM Post and Disk (with dual direction arrow) RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 314844 447801 FFP 

36 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 315008 447891 Fallen, needs re-erected 
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37 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 315106 447930 FFP 

38 WM Post and Disk RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 315149 448015 FFP 

39 Interpretation Panel RSPB RSPB own Roonivoolin Trail 315146 448015 FFP 

40 Interpretation Panel National Trust CCR Ballyconaghan Trails 314659 451584 FFP, vegetation needs cut back 

41 Direction sign National Trust Handwritten Ballyconaghan Trails 314594 451693 Needs replaced 

42 Interpretation Panel National Trust CCR Ballyconaghan Trails 314603 451704 FFP 

43 WM Post and Disk (Black Plastic) National Trust National Trust Ballyconaghan Trails 314606 451708 Disk info missing - needs replaced 

44 Information Panel National Trust National Trust Ballyconaghan Trails 314606 451708 FFP 

45 WM Post and Disk (Black Plastic) National Trust National Trust Ballyconaghan Trails 314645 451721 Disk info missing - needs replaced 

46 WM Post and Disk (Black Plastic) National Trust National Trust Ballyconaghan Trails 314917 451903 Disk info missing - needs replaced 

47 WM Post and Disk (Black Plastic) National Trust National Trust Ballyconaghan Trails 314779 452056 Disk info missing - needs replaced 

48 WM Post and Disk (Black Plastic) National Trust National Trust Ballyconaghan Trails 314698 452115 Disk info missing - needs replaced 

49 WM Post and Disk (Black Plastic) National Trust National Trust Ballyconaghan Trails 314591 452225 Disk info missing - needs replaced 

50 Panoramic Viewpoint National Trust National Trust Ballyconaghan Trails 314540 452464 FFP 

51 Interpretation Panel National Trust National Trust Ballyconaghan Trails 314540 452464 FFP 

52 Interpretation Panel National Trust CCR Ballyconaghan Trails 314545 452481 FFP 

53 Interpretation Panel National Trust CCR East Light Walk 316121 451945 FFP 

54 No Trespassing' sign Private Red/White East Light Walk 316121 451945 N/A 

55 No Trespassing' sign Private Red/White East Light Walk 315674 451472 N/A 

56 Road sign to east and west lighthouse DRD Roads Service Black and White Rathlin Trail QW 314517 451296 FFP 

57 Remembrance plaque to Emigrated to 

America 

Unknown N/A Rathlin Trail QW 314304 451254 Stone area needs maintained 

58 Information Panel RSPB RSPB/CCR Knockan's Viewpoint 313937 451275 FFP 

59 WM Post and Disk RSPB CCR Knockan's Viewpoint 313937 451275 FFP 

60 CCR Interpretation Panel RSPB CCR Knockan's Viewpoint 313939 451206 FFP 

61 WM Post with Arrows Private N/A Kinramer Trails 310727 451453 Needs upgraded/replaced 

62 WM Post with Arrows Private N/A Kinramer Trails 310730 451292 Needs upgraded/replaced 

63 WM Post with Arrows Private N/A Kinramer Trails 310746 451238 Needs upgraded/replaced 

64 WM Post with Arrows Private N/A Kinramer Trails 310688 450987 Needs upgraded/replaced 

65 WM Post with Arrows Private N/A Kinramer Trails 310965 450998 Needs upgraded/replaced 

66 WM Post with Arrows Private N/A Kinramer Trails 311114 451295 Needs upgraded/replaced 

67 Name Sign NIEA NIEA own Kebble & Kinramer NNR 310543 451301 FFP 

68 Interpretation Panel NIEA NIEA own Kebble & Kinramer NNR 310462 451345 Panel is out-of-date (EHS) / Erosion 

around base 

69 Interpretation Panel NIEA NIEA own Kebble South Trail 309971 451145 FFP 

70 Name Sign NIEA NIEA own Kebble South Trail 309398 451637 FFP 

Figure 19 Green Signage Register
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5.2.3. Audit Results 

 

Promotion of Access Information 

Before you get to the Island there is information about access for walking provided in the 

Ballycastle Ferry Terminal on an A3 information board as well as a ‘Rathlin Walks’ fold-out 

leaflet (See Figure 20).  A CCR-branded interpretation panel is also placed on the wall of the 

ferry building which is essentially the first point at which the visitor is aware that Rathlin Island 

is incorporated as a destination on the CCR driving tour. 

 

 

Figure 20 'Rathlin Walks' Leaflet 

 

The leaflet is also available on the MV Canna and Express ferry, together with an information 

board with the above walking map.  An interpretation panel informing the visitor about the 

natural heritage and wildlife on Rathlin Island is also present on both ferries.  

Information about the two quality walks is also available to the visitor from www.WalkNI.com 

and from the RDCA website (http://www.rathlincommunity.org/visit#routes).   

An audit of all of the above identified several key issues: 

- There is a lack of information about access (both where and where not to walk) prior to 

arrival 
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- The information that is provided in the leaflet, on the ferry ‘walks’ map and on the 

websites is conflicting 

- The Roonivoolin Walk on the leaflet and thus ‘walks’ information board onboard the 

ferry  is incorrect and hard to follow especially around the Harbour area 

- Access routes (Kebble and Kinramer NNR and Ballyconaghan Trails) are missing both 

from the leaflets/’walks’ information board and the websites 

- When the visitor arrives this information does not correspond with any matching 

waymarkers or signposts on the ground 

In summary, visitor information about access is lacking, incorrect, incomplete and conflicting.  

This has ultimately contributed to visitors ‘rambling’ and trespassing on private land, either by 

intention or not, thus demonstrating a need for clearer information about where people can and 

can’t walk both before they get to, and then again upon arriving, on the Island.   

  

Signage to the Trails 

On arrival to the Island, the first orientation information about access the visitor sees is the 

CCR-branded information board and community notice board directly opposite the ferry 

arrival/departure point.    

 

Figure 21 Information/Community Notice Board on arrival to Rathlin Island 

Although this board contains information about walking and cycling routes (with the addition of 

Ballyconaghan Trails – see bottom left corner) the information is lacking and from here the 

visitor might struggle to establish how they leave the Harbour to explore the rest of the Island. 
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Figure 22 Harbour area signage and furniture
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Currently the black and white road signs are the only form of information about getting to the 

walking trails (See Figure 23) however it is not clear which ‘walking trails’ there are.  In some 

cases the writing is missing or incomplete.  Consultation with RSPB also revealed that the West 

Lighthouse is now known as the ‘Seabird Centre’ which does not appear on the road signs. 

 

Figure 23 Road signs to 'Walking Trails' – ID5 (left) and ID6 (right) on Figure 21 

 

To enhance accessibility and improve the visitor experience by providing sufficient directional 

signage there is a need to update the road signs to incorporate the current access provision at 

Roonivoolin, Ballyconaghan and Kinramer Trails.  Adequate signage is critical if wishing to 

extend the visitor season outside the months of May/Easter and August.  This will ensure 

walkers can easily navigate their way around the Island without the need for a guide and the 

risk of getting lost or trespassing.  Clear signage will also reduce the likelihood of trespassing as 

there will be no confusion about where visitors are and aren’t allowed to go.    

In order to waymark the Quality Walks minimal signage would also be required in the form of 5 

to 10 wooden signposts with disks from the harbour and placed at each junction along the 

route.  This would have a significant positive impact on visitor direction without adding to the 

sense of competing signage styles. 

 

Signage on the Trails 

Roonivoolin Trail 

The start of this walk is clearly signed with an information board about features on the walk and 

a square disk with RSPB brand, so walkers know the waymarkers to look out for (See Figure 

24).  On the trail, signage is crucial because there is no designated path and the open landscape 

can make it easy to roam in the wrong direction.  The number of posts is adequate and the 

majority of signposts are visible.  However a significant problem on this trail is the posts being 

knocked over and damaged by cattle using them as scratching posts (See Figure 24).  One 

answer to prevent this could be the installation of large boulders with arrows, however, these 

may be difficult to see where the land is undulating. 
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Figure 24 Roonivoolin Trail Signage - Interactive Interpretation Panel (top), Start of Walk 

(bottom left) and fallen waymarker (bottom right) 

 

Figure 24 shows the interactive interpretation panel en route to the Roonivoolin Trail.  This 

complements the modern CCR brand interpretation and story boards which are prevalent at the 

Harbour and adds a different dimension to interacting with and learning about the Island’s 

heritage in a low-impact, low maintenance format.  
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During consultation RSPB revealed an internal audit of the Roonivoolin Trail signage had been 

conducted identifying the following issues which have been found by this study: 

- There is a lack of interpretation at the Harbour area (on the CCR 

information/community notice board) showing the location of the Roonivoolin Trail and 

Seabird Centre 

 

- Arrows and walk distance would be a valuable addition to the black and white road 

signs 

 

- The black and white road signs are not adequate to direct the walkers to the 

Roonivoolin Trail 

 

- The black and white road signs are in poor condition and need maintaining 

 

- ‘Seabird Viewpoint’ needs changed to ‘Seabird Centre’ 

 

- Signage on the trail is poor with walkers getting easily lost either because signs have 

been knocked over or they could be better placed at turns 

 

- At the cliff section, walkers need to be informed that the trail can be followed on either 

side of the fence line 

 

- Many of the waymarker posts have been knocked over or out of the ground 

 

- The waymarker disks are easily worn and need replaced with a more durable product 
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Figure 25 Signage and Furniture on Roonivoolin Trail
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Ballyconaghan Trails 

 

Figure 26 Signage and Furniture locations at Ballyconaghan and on East Light Walk
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Figure 26 shows the location of signage along the Ballyconaghan Trails.  The reinforced plastic 

posts are sturdy and appropriately placed at vantage points that are easily visible in the 

distance however the information from the disks themselves is completely missing (See Figure 

16).  Replacing the disks with a brand (such as the quality walk footprint symbol – See Figure 

30) that is present on the Roonivoolin Trail but the National Trust logo would be a low cost 

solution that would have a significant effect on improving accessibility.    

Interpretation at the Old Coastguard Hut could also be upgraded and designed in a way that 

builds on the style of the CCR panels.  This would complement the interpretation panel recently 

installed at the start of the walk and at the cliff edge as well as increase the sense of one united 

brand for the whole Island.   

Signage from the main road to the start of the walk should be upgraded and the handwritten 

sign removed to give the visitor the impression they are visiting a high-quality trail (See Figure 

27). 

 

Figure 27 Signage at Ballyconaghan Trails – handwritten signage to the trails from the 

main road (top left), start of trail (top right), Old Coastguard Hut (bottom left) and 

interpretation panel inside (bottom right) 
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Kebble South Trail 

 

Figure 28 Signage and furniture locations on Kebble South Trail
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Figure 29 Signage and Furniture locations on Kinramer Trails
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Currently these trails are in need of development both to the path infrastructure and 

waymarking and interpretation which NIEA have planned for the coming year.  Compared to the 

other trails at Ballyconaghan and Roonivoolin, Kebble South and Kinramer North NNR walks 

need more work similar to that required on the permissive paths at Kinramer.  At 

Ballyconaghan new waymarkers posts and disks with arrows could be installed with 

interpretation at Kebble Cottage or the Seabird Centre informing visitors of both walking routes.  

The new trail signage should ideally be part of one which is also present at Roonivoolin and 

Ballyconaghan.  Outdoor Recreation NI recommends the ‘walking boot’ logo which is used for 

quality walks and therefore would be synonymous with other similar walking products across 

Northern Ireland.   

It is recommended that all walks on Rathlin Island, once developed fully with furniture and 

signage, are assessed for quality walk status and are then promoted on the walkNI.com website. 

The Seabird Centre and West Lighthouse is a honey-pot site on the Island with tour buses 

operating to and from here during the tourist season so enhancing accessibility and 

interpretation here should be a priority.    

 

  

Figure 30 ‘Footprint’ symbol used for a short 'Quality Walk' accredited by Outdoor 

Recreation NI (left) and the fern symbol to indicate continuation of walk (right) 

 

Kinramer Trails 

The trails at Kinramer are not publicly promoted nor would the visitor know they were there - 

they are only displayed to guests at the Camping Barn.  Waymarking on the trail is ad-hoc and at 

most times missing meaning it is likely walkers would get lost, trespass and potentially get 

injured.  The current route is challenging and so directional signage is critical.  The addition of 

interpretation should be minimal so as to be sensitive to the environment and not diminish the 

scenic value and views over the coast.  Figure 29 shows the location of current signage which is 

in very poor condition.  The board requires major upgrading and vegetation cut back.  If any, 

interpretation should be at the start of the trail with information about special features and 

points of interest along the route.  “To prevent any assumption that a trail developed with 

permissive access is a right of way, it is recommended that a trail notice is placed on a marker 
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post or on the trail head information board acknowledging the landowners permission for the 

trail to pass through their land” (National Trails Office, pp.11) 

 

Guided walks 

Currently guided walks on the Island are courtesy of Paul Quinn of Rathlin Island Walking 

Tours.  Paul tailors walks and talks around the needs of the client.  This represents a safe and 

assured way for visitors to explore and learn about the Island without risk of trespassing.  

However the small scale of Rathlin Island means that visitors should not have to rely on guided 

walks to safely explore but should be able to navigate using suitably placed and easily visible 

signage.  This audit has found that the current access and signage arrangements do not allow for 

this.   

 

5.3. Summary 

 

In summary the access audit found that there is more public access on Rathlin Island for 

walking than what is currently being advertised on the walking leaflets and information boards 

both in the Ferry terminal in Ballycaslte and on reaching the Harbour.  Also, the access 

information that is provided is inaccurate and piecemeal, for example the route for the 

Roonivoolin Trail is not correct on the walking leaflets and the Ballyconaghan Trails are 

completely missing.   

The baseline audit revealed access for walking on the Island at Roonivoolin (RSPB), 

Ballyconaghan (National Trust) and Kebble and Kinramer National Nature Reserves (NIEA).  

Waymarking to and on the trails however is poor with new signage required to enhance visitor 

orientation, bring the trails up to a high quality standard and make them suitable for wider 

public promotion.  Path condition in some places requires maintenance and/or new furniture, 

and interpretation at each of the above three sites is either missing, in poor condition or the 

information is incorrect.   

In terms of branding there is a sense of competing identities with the multiple logos and 

interpretation styles at each of the public land sites.  The strongest brand which is distributed 

evenly across the Island and is modern is the CCR signage.  All the other interpretation is out-of-

date and needs upgrading.   

In 2008, Outdoor Recreation NI in partnership with NIEA produced a strategic guide for 

waymarking quality walks.  This recommends colour coding walks in relation to the length of 

the walk, e.g. green for short walks up to 5 miles, red for medium (5-20 miles) and blue for long 

walks (20+ miles).  As all of the trails on Rathlin Island are short walks, Outdoor Recreation NI 

recommends that they are individually colour-coded, given a specific name relating to each trail 

(especially where 2 trails occur on one site and overlap), the yellow ‘footprint is used’ at the 

start and finish of each walk and   directional arrows are used (See Appendix for Outdoor 

Recreation NI’s Waymarking Guide). 
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In conclusion, investment should be concentrated on developing waymarking and signage to 

and on the existing trails before negotiating new access.  In order to enhance accessibility and 

interpretation, the focus should be on having a quality existing off-road product as opposed to 

increasing more off-road walking opportunities but which are of poorer quality and that visitors 

continue to have no sense of orientation around.   

 

6. CONSULTATION RESULTS 

6.1. Private Landowners 

 

Landowners were asked to comment on the current access situation on the Island, identify 

areas under their ownership and discuss any issues affecting access.  Questions were designed 

to identify any opportunities for, and barriers to, developing access.   

Consultation with private landowners revealed that overall the Islanders are not opposed to the 

tourism agenda and welcome visitors; however there was no desire to create new access or 

walking opportunities on private land.  In summary, this is a result of a number of factors which 

include concern over public safety and risk of injury, disturbance to cattle and sheep and 

damage to stone walls and fences.   

Seven landowners were consulted as part of this study.  The following is a summary of the 

feedback received4: 

- Illegal camping is a growing issue especially on private land.  This is not a result of a lack 

of accommodation provision but simply the demand for some visitors to camp.  Camping 

is also believed (by some) to be synonymous with anti-social behaviour 

- Creating public access is considered synonymous with gates being left open, livestock 

being spooked, unleashed dogs, spread of diseases, fences and stone walls being 

damaged and other associated unwanted impacts 

- Public liability and the potential of greater environmental designations being made on 

the Island are two significant concerns for private landowners, as is the desire to 

maintain privacy 

- Some landowners acknowledged that the majority of visitors are moved by bus on mass 

from the Harbour to the Seabird Centre and do not choose to walk, perhaps because 

they have a time limit.  Irrespective, this shows the Island has specific target markets 

which it caters for. 

- The current access provision is sufficient to cater for the current demand 

- Trespassing on private land was previously a greater issue for several landowners until 

they erected their own ‘private land’ signs which have been largely effective  

- There is a lack of information about access, and what information does exist is often 

conflicting.  Visitors need to be made more aware of the walking opportunities before 

                                                           
4
 The following comments are anonymous and that of the private landowner’s individual experience.  They do 

not reflect the opinions of Outdoor Recreation NI except where otherwise stated. 
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they arrive on the Island, and also made aware that there is no legal right to roam on 

private land on Rathlin Island 

- The island has no one overall message or ethos for tourism – there is no one clear 

mandate for what there is for people to do 

- The road signs are poor but any replacements/upgrades should be sensitively done to 

complement the nature of the island 

- There is a need for one overall brand for Rathlin Island but again it must be sensitively 

done 

- Some landowners are concerned that increasing tourism may have a detrimental impact 

on the aspects of the Island which people come to visit and experience, for example, the 

unique species of breeding seabirds and the peace and tranquillity. 

The idea of a walking route around the whole of the Island was discussed on several occasions 

with most landowners not being opposed to the idea but on the conditions that the full consent 

of all landowners was obtained, insurance was in place that indemnified the landowners against 

injury, that the actual route was kept to the periphery of the farmed land and that the route was 

adequately maintained.  This is a positive start to a potential future and aspirational project 

which should be taken into consideration for any future access developments. 

 

6.2. Public Landowners/Managers 

 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), Northern Ireland Environment Agency 

(NIEA) and National Trust all recognise the need for the development of signage both from the 

Harbour to the trails and on the trails themselves.  Consultation also revealed that there is 

potential in the future to develop new access and/or extend trails on some of the publicly-

owned land thus creating more off-road access and opportunities to explore the Island’s 

heritage.    

 

RSPB 

RSPB provided details of an internal audit carried out August 2012 on the Roonivoolin Trail 

signage which confirmed the findings of this audit (See Section 5.2.3.).  Raising visitor 

awareness of the Roonivoolin Trail by upgrading the signage from the Harbour area and 

replacing signage to improve visitor orientation are priorities for RSPB.  The Reserves Manager 

recognised the need to address the trespass issue on Roonivoolin towards the end of the walk, 

perhaps by erecting a sensitive ‘private land’ sign with waymarking the route more 

appropriately.  RSPB confirmed waymarker posts being broken, knocked over by cattle was a 

problem and there were plans to replace these with large boulders taken from Knockan’s 

Viewpoint and placed in visible locations with arrows.  Outdoor Recreation NI discussed the 

idea of one brand for all on-trail signage across the whole Island to enhance the overall visitor 

experience.  RSPB confirmed it was supportive of this idea on the condition that the RSPB logo is 

present to inform walkers of the public landowner. 
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RSPB is also supportive of increasing public access and promoting walking opportunities for 

tourism so long as it complements the conservation and management ethos of the organisation.  

RSPB also have aspirational plans to further develop off-road access on their land at Knockan’s 

Viewpoint creating a linear cliff walk with the option of re-joining the Rathlin Trail QW on the 

main road.  However, this would require major infrastructural work including ditch crossings, 

realigning the fence and cutting back gorse, all of which is dependent on funding.  The walk 

would also be closed during the Chough breeding season.    

 

NIEA 

It was identified through consultation that there are 2 walks available to the public for walking 

on NIEA land at Kebble and Kinramer NNR however these are not publicly promoted nor do 

they appear on either the ‘Rathlin Walks’ leaflet or the information/community notice board at 

the Harbour.  This is because the trails are in need of significant development – as shown by the 

baseline audit; there is no on-trail signage or interpretation panel showing walkers where they 

can go.  As a result of this, the majority of visitors (who may or may not wish to walk) are 

oblivious to the opportunity to walk and so bypass the trails to go straight to the Seabird Centre, 

primarily by the tour buses which operate May/Easter to late August.  So where people are 

aware they are in the nature reserves there is a missed opportunity for people knowing about 

and taking advantage of exploring the reserves by foot.   

NIEA confirmed that there are plans to upgrade the trail furniture (footbridges and stiles) in the 

Spring/Summer 2014, as well as replacing the 2 existing interpretation panels and installing 

one new panel at the Seabird Centre.  Waymarkers are planned which incorporate Outdoor 

Recreation NI ‘Quality Walk’ boot symbol, which is in keeping with Outdoor Recreation NI’s 

recommendation for one synonymous logo for on-trail signage, which NIEA are supportive of. 

Coinciding with the tourist season during the summer months, Great Skua’s nest beside the path 

on the Kebble South Trail and are known to dive-bomb walkers who venture too close.  

Considering more use may be made of the path as a result of development and increased 

awareness it may be necessary to close or re-route the path for a number of months to 

accommodate the ground-nesting birds.  

Developing a trail at Cooraghy Bay was discussed as a future aspiration but would require 

funding for works of approximately £10,000. 

 

National Trust 

Ballyconaghan is a combination of recent, modern CCR interpretation at the trailhead and old 

handwritten directional signage at the start of the walk.  On the trail itself, the plastic signposts 

are in good condition but the disk information has worn off completely.  At the Coastguard Hut 

there is new CCR signage outside and out-dated interpretation inside (See Figure 27).  National 

Trust have plans to remove the old road sign and provide a new one welcoming and directing 

visitors to the trail.  The old waymarkers will be replaced and new posts installed to improve 

visitor orientation.  Instead of reinforced plastic, wooden posts will be used which copy that 

used being used on Roonivoolin and planned for Kebble/Kinramer NNR walks.  As yet, areas of 
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erosion have not been considered in detail by National Trust but may result in the path being re-

routed in the future along a more sustainable route.    
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7. SWOT ANALYSIS 

7.1. SWOT Table 

 

This SWOT analysis relates specifically to the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats which are currently and/or may potentially impact on Rathlin’s accessibility and interpretation.

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES 

• Species-rich (flora and fauna) landscape – pull factor for nature enthusiasts and specific target 

audience 

• Built heritage – sites of interest 

• Current public access trails for walking on public land – Kebble/Kinramer (NIEA), Ballyconaghan 

(National Trust) and Roonivoolin (RSPB) 

• RSPB Seabird Centre 

• Rathlin-Ballycastle ferry service 

• Harbour – one central location where all visitors pass 

• Specific target audience – wildlife enthusiasts/day visitors 

• ‘Causeway’ landscapes, e.g. at Rue Point and start of Ballyconaghan Trail which complement Giant’s 

Causeway product offering – build on unique selling point of North Coast to increase tourism 

attraction 

• Activities appeal to specific target market 

• Rathlin Island as destination on CCR 

• CCR signage distributed cross Island 

• Formal viewing points such as Knockan’s Viewpoint 

• Updated website for Rathlin Island 

• Lack of official campsite 

• Lack of on-trail signage  

• Island-wide signage to trails – competing styles, out-dated and missing 

• Road signage out-of-date or missing in places 

• Lack of awareness of current walking opportunities on NIEA, RSPB and National Trust land 

• Lack of promotion regarding public access and existing leaflets are conflicting  

• Bus transports people to Seabird Centre by road with no encouragement to venture by foot  

• Lack of orientation information on arrival 

• Specific target market – ‘birders’ – restricts type of visitor and tourist season to Easter/May-August 

• No access to archaeological sites such as Brockley Axe Factory and Bruce’s Cave and Castle 

• Public lack of awareness of private land, and no legal right to access this 

• Lack of incentive for visitors to return 

• No access to lighthouses, except West Lighthouse 

OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

• Venture off the main roads onto the waymarked trails – adequate resource for multi-day trip – 

increase the length of visitor stay 

• Official campsite (planning permission has previously been sought the future development of a 

privately-owned campsite) 

• Update visitor information in Ballycastle for what there is to do on Rathlin and where is public 

access 

• Update information/community notice board at Rathlin Harbour with information about access 

and walking opportunities – what there is to see and do on the Island 

• Improve/replace all on-trail signage to create one overall, united brand for walking on Rathlin 

Island 

• Improve signage to trails by updating the road signs to enhance visitor orientation 

• Greater use of lighthouses – already served by roads – themed walk Appeal to aider target 

audiences 

• Promote other forms of transport for exploring the Island, i.e. walking and cycling 

• Develop more off-road trails, including permissive paths on Kinramer private land  

• Enhance interpretation on ferries with correct and up-to-date access map – making the ferry 

journey part of the visitor experience 

• Extend tourist season to all year round 

• Promote the Island as ‘walker-friendly’ to encourage greater use of roads and off-road trails for 

walking – this would potentially increase the duration of visitor stays as people explore the Island 

over a number of days 

• Concern over public liability on private land 

• Ground-nesting birds restrict access, e.g. Kinramer South waymarked path – Arctic Skua in the height of 

summer dive-bomb people 

• Competing development plans of different landowners/managers instead of one-joined-up stakeholder 

approach 

• Short visitor season - Seasonal opening times – many tourist attractions/facilities are closed between 

September to April – tourist/summer season is only open for 5 months of the year 

• Competing agendas of different landowners/managers 

• Limited carrying capacity of Rathlin Ferry 

• Weather conditions can strand one-day visitors on Rathlin Island 

• Lack of coordination and partnership working/consultation with private landowners on access 

development 

• Promoted as a special interest destination – limits visitors and tourist season to May and June 

• Increased visitors not managed sensibly risk damaging the natural resources which underpin visitor 

interest in the Island 

• Negative perceptions of increasing visitor numbers  - increase noise levels and litter – detrimental to 

wildlife and peace and tranquillity which attracts people to the Island 

• Archaeological ‘finds’ could lead to more environmental designations and restricted land 

use/management of private land 

• ‘NIMBY’ attitude of some landowners/residents to developing accessibility 
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7.2. Enhancing Access and Interpretation – Opportunities Versus Barriers 
 

As a result of the research carried out for this study, the following opportunities have been 

deemed most relevant and effective for enhancing accessibility to, and learning about, Rathlin 

Island’s unique heritage: 

- Improving all on-trail signage with one style and branding all public access sites 

(Kebble/Kinramer NNR, Ballyconaghan, Roonivoolin and Kinramer North Trails) with 

the same one brand 

- Enhancing visitor orientation by improving road signage to the trails from the Harbour 

- Developing new access at Kinramer North Trails (on permissive paths) by upgrading the 

furniture 

- Build on the existing access resource by promoting the Island as walker friendly – 

improving the product offering to attract walkers for a multi-day trip and to avail of 

accommodation outside the normal tourist season (May/Easter – August) 

- Incorporating the ‘Leave No Trace’ message to encourage sustainable and responsible 

behaviour among visitors  

The main barriers to enhancing access to, and interpretation of, the Island’s heritage are: 

- Limited access to sites of heritage interest to attract visitors to the Island – perception of 

the Seabird Centre as main attraction is misleading 

- Visitors having a lack of awareness because of a lack of accurate access information 

about where they can walk 

- Negative perceptions/experiences of some private landowners associated with creating 

walks on private land – public liability and risk of injury of actively farmed land, litter, 

broken fences, unleashed dogs spooking cattle, damages to walls and gates being left 

open, etc.  

The Sustainable Tourism Strategy recognised that “any form of development on Rathlin Island 

needs the full cooperation and support of the residents and landowners, working with those 

statutory bodies with an interest in the Island...development needs to take into account the 

small scale of the island, its fragile habitats, its small community and their needs in addition to 

those of visitors” (pp.2).  This study has actively attempted to include both public and private 

landowners as part of the consultation process, incorporating their views and experiences into 

the study so that any future projects developed will both enhance the visitor experience without 

opposing the needs/wishes of the residents and private landowners.    

 

8. PILOT PROJECT 2013 
 

Considering all of the above a number of pilot project options were considered which contribute 

to enhancing access, improving interpretation, increasing public awareness of walking 

opportunities and/or enhancing the visitor experience.  The following project is categorised into 

Phases: 
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Phase 1 – for completion by end of March 2013 

Phase 2 – for completion by end of Year 2013 

Phase 3 – ongoing/long term/as funding becomes available 

Phase 1 projects are recommended by Outdoor Recreation NI because they prioritise upgrading 

and enhancing the existing access and making the current trails more suitable for public 

promotion within a set budget and timescale.  The approximate cost is £4028.50. 

Phase 2 projects include recommendations for improving road signage to the off-road trails and 

producing a new walking leaflet and interpretation panel at the harbour with access 

information.  Taking into account the potential for new access development in the coming years, 

it would not be cost effective nor prudent to update this signage now only for it to become 

redundant and out-of-date in a number of years. 

Phase 3 projects mainly involve regional and national promotional work which is ongoing, 

longer term or capable of being completed if funding becomes available.   
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Phase Project Specification Details 
Approximate 

Cost 

1 

 

1. Roonivoolin, 

Ballyconaghan and 

Kebble and Kinramer 

NNR 

1.1. Install new trail waymarking with signposts and disks to provide 

visitor directions across open land 

Roonivoolin = 6 posts x 

£25* + 34 disks x £3* 

Ballyconaghan = 8 posts 

x £25 + 14 disks x £3 

£494 

1.2. At Kebble/Kinramer NNR consider mounting disks on large 

boulders in situ which are not susceptible to damage by cattle 
20 disks x £3 £60 

1.3. Trails should be individually named and colour-coded to aid 

navigation 
Free 

1.4. Disks should follow quality walk brand with footprint and trail 

name present on signposts with directional arrows where 

necessary 

Free 

2. Kinramer North 

Trails 

 

2.1. Upgrade boardwalk and install new gate latch 

 

100m boardwalk**  @ 

£3.50 per slat x15 slats + 

£5 new metal gate latch 

1 day @ £250/day 

£307.50 (plus 

materials and 

expenses) 

2.2. Carry out maintenance work to clear trail corridors and erect fence 

if necessary 

300m gorse cutback x 2 

days @ £250/day** 

600m fencing @ £200 

per 100m fencing 

£500 

£1200 (plus 

contractor fee, 

materials and 

expenses) 

2.3. Install new waymarking and disks to guide walkers along the route 

from start to finish 

7 posts x £25 + 14 disks 

@ £3  
£217 

2.4. Install interpretation panel at the start of the walk 1 interpretation panel* £1500 

3. Branding/Identity 

 

3.1. Remove old, out-dated interpretation and build on CCR style and 

brand 
See Project 1 and 2 

3.2. Develop and install one united type of trail waymarking (signposts 

and disks) at each of public sites but include logo of each public 

landowner/manager where applicable 

See Project 1 and 2 

TOTAL £4832.50 

2 
4. Island-wide 

 

4.1. Upgrade/install new signage from the harbour along the main 

roads (and Rathlin and Roonivoolin quality walks) to guide visitors 

to the off-road walking trails across the Island  

TBC 
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4.2. Install wooden signposts and disks from Harbour directing 

walkers along the 2x quality walks to East and West 

12 posts x £25 +26 disks 

x £3 
£378 

4.3. An up-to-date access map based on the re-produced ‘Walks Map’ 

could be produced and placed in the community notice board at 

the Harbour 

1 interpretation panel x 

£1500 
£1500 

3 5. Promotion 

5.1. Incorporate ‘Leave No Trace’ message in promotional material Free 

5.2. All walks are ‘quality’ assessed and accredited and promoted on 

walkNI.com 
£30 per walk x4 £120 

5.3. Develop walking itineraries for multi-day trips promoted through 

WalkNI.com 
Free 

5.4. Encourage accommodation providers to join NITB’s ‘Walkers 

Welcome’ Scheme 

Free 

 

5.5. Update and re-produce the ‘Rathlin Walks’ leaflet which is 

available from the terminal and on the ferries 
TBC 

Figure 31 Pilot Project and Costings 

 

NB. All costs above are approximate and based on recent quotes* or daily work rate charge from Conservation Volunteers NI**.  The above do not 

include VAT, delivery or installation costs.  The costs above for the Phase 1 pilot project are to be used as a guide only. 
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9. CONCLUSIONS 
 

Enhancing access is important on Rathlin because it provides the medium through which 

visitors can enjoy the landscape and learn about the unique heritage through interpretation.  It 

also represents a viable and sustainable source of income for the local economy through 

accommodation and visitor services. 

To date the development of access on Rathlin Island has been largely ad-hoc and piecemeal with 

each public landowner concentrating on their isolated site development as opposed to one-

joined up approach for the whole Island.   

This audit has revealed that despite the walks currently promoted at the ferry terminal and 

through the walks leaflet there is a significant amount of off-road access currently suitable to 

accommodate increased demand.  The network of trails at Ballyconaghan, Roonivoolin, 

Kebble/Kinramer NNR and Kinramer North combine to offer walkers a multi-day trip to explore 

the Island’s heritage and experience all the unique assets it has to offer.   

Although the resource is there the quality of the product is lacking and requires investment to 

upgrade the signage both to the trails and on the trails to enhance orientation and overall visitor 

experience.  Acknowledged through consultation, all public land requires maintenance or 

upgrading which represents an opportunity to remove all redundant signage and create one 

united brand linking these different sites under one identity which is suitable for public 

promotion under the CCR Signature Destination.   

Outdoor Recreation NI recommends a pilot project which fulfils the original aim of this study by 

encouraging development of the existing access and interpretation without impinging on the 

needs of the local community or the protection of the designated environs.   
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11. APPENDIX 

11.1. Detailed Project Plan 

 

OBJECTIVES OUTPUTS METHODOLOGY TIMESCALE 

General  

1. To identify land 

ownership/management on 

Rathlin Island 

 

1.1. Identify and map landowner(s)/management structure  GIS 

Consultation with CCGHT, 

Moyle District Council (MDC), 

Rathlin Island Development 

and Community Association 

(RDCA), Irish Lights and other 

landowners/managers 

identified by research 

Week 1,2 

1.2. Compile table of ownership information including: 

(a) Site/Area Name 

(b) Ownership 

(c) Area (dependant on information supplied from 

consultees/landowners) 

Desk research 

GIS 

 

Week 1,2, 

2. To identify nature designations 

and sites of interest on Rathlin 

Island 

2.1. Map nature designations GIS Week 1 

2.2. Identify and map sites of interest under following heritage 

categories: natural, built, cultural and industrial 

GIS 

Fieldwork 

Consultation  

Week 1,2,3 

 

2.3. Identify sites where enhanced access would be beneficial Fieldwork 

Consultation with relevant 

stakeholders, landowners, etc. 

 

Week 1,2, 3 
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OBJECTIVES OUTPUTS METHODOLOGY TIMESCALE 

Access Audit 

3. To identify, map and assess 

current access on Rathlin Island 

available to visitors 

(To include official and non-

official access, on public and 

private land) 

3.1. Identify and map official and non-official access on public and 

private land  

Desk research 

GIS 

Fieldwork 

Consultation with relevant 

landowners 

Week 1,2,3 

 3.2. Compile a register of Access using following headings: 

(a) Name 

(b) Location (Grid Reference) 

(c) Type of Access (Official/Non-Official) 

(d) Ownership (Public/Private) 

(e) Route Shape (linear/circular) 

(f) Terrain (public road/open grassland, etc – categories to 

be agreed with CCGHT) 

(g) Activities undertaken 

(h) Quality status 

(i) Designation 

(j) Length (km) 

(k) Condition (identified by audit in 3.3.) 

(l) Maintenance issues (identified by audit in 3.3.) 

(m) Opportunities for enhancement (identified by 3.3.) 

GIS 

 

Final headings to be agreed 

with CCGHT, MDC and RDCA 

Week 1,2,3 

 3.3. Conduct an audit (with photographs where applicable) of all 

access routes based on assessment criteria – Condition of Trail, 

Maintenance issues and Opportunities for enhancement/new 

access 

 

 

Fieldwork 

GIS 

Week 3 
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OBJECTIVES OUTPUTS METHODOLOGY TIMESCALE 

Interpretation Audit 

4. To identify, map and assess 

existing ‘green signage’ on Rathlin 

Island 

4.1. Identify and map locations of all ‘green’ signage including 

interpretation and directional signage (see Understanding of 

Terms for definitions) 

Desk research 

GIS 

Fieldwork 

Week 3, 4 

4.2. Compile a register of signage using following headings:  

(a) Name 

(b) Location (Grid Reference) 

(c) Type of Signage (Interpretation panel, waymarker, 

viewpoint, etc. – final categories to be agreed with 

CCGHT) 

(d) Owner 

(e) Style (as identified through research and audit in 4.3.) 

(f) Condition (identified by audit in 4.3.) 

(g) Opportunities for enhancement or replacement 

(identified by audit in 4.3.) 

GIS 

 

Final headings to be agreed 

with CCGHT, MDC and RDCA 

Week 3, 4 

4.3. Conduct an audit of all ‘green’ signage (with photographs 

where applicable) based on the assessment criteria – Style, 

Condition, Opportunities for Enhancement 

 

Fieldwork 

GIS 

Week 3 

SWOT Analysis 

5. Conduct a SWOT analysis for 

Access and Interpretation on 

Rathlin Island 

5.1. Develop SWOT analysis based on results of Access and 

Interpretation Audits 

 

 

 

Desk research 

 

Week 4 
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OBJECTIVES OUTPUTS METHODOLOGY TIMESCALE 

Opportunities for Enhancement 

6. Identify and evaluate the 

opportunities for and barriers to 

enhancing Access and 

Interpretation on Rathlin Island 

 

6.1. Identify opportunities for new access/trail development and 

new interpretation based on SWOT analysis 

Desk research 

Consultation with project 

partners and relevant 

landowners 

Week 4,5 

6.2. Identify  main issues/barriers to development of access and 

interpretation 

Desk research 

Consultation 

Week 4,5  

6.3. Identify and cost for a suitable pilot project for enhancing 

access and interpretation for Rathlin Island to be taken 

forward in 2012/2013 

Desk research  

Consultation 

Week 4,5  
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11.2. List of Consultees 

 

 NAME ORGANISATION ROLE 

P
u

b
li

c
 

David Quinney Mee RDCA Community 

Development Worker 

Michael Cecil RDCA Chair 

Patricia McCurdy RDCA Vice Chair 

Carol Kelly/Andrew Bratton CCGHT AONB and WHS 

Manager 

Michael McConaghy Moyle District Council Countryside Recreation 

Officer 

Frank Devlin National Trust Head 

Warden/Maintenance 

Manager 

Tracy Platt NIEA Scientific Officer 

Gregory Woulahan RSPB Reserves Manager 

Brian Connelly NITB Causeway Coast 

Destination Officer 

P
ri

v
a

te
 

Alison McFaul Resident RSPB volunteer 

Angela Green Landowner/Resident  

Derek & Dolores Kyle Landowner/Resident  

Joseph McQuilkin Landowner/Resident  

Peter Gerard McMullan Landowner/Resident  

Catriona Blaney Landowner/Resident Owner – Island 

Treasures 

Mary O’Driscoll Rathlin Island Ferry Ltd Owner 

Paul Quinn Rathlin Island Walking Tours Guided Walk Leader 

Frances Gage Landowner/Resident  
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11.3. Waymarking you Walks – a Strategic Approach 
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