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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

In June 2012, Outdoor Recreation NI agreed to undertake a Strategic Path Review of the 

Causeway Coast Way (CCW) in partnership with Moyle District Council, Coleraine Borough 

Council, the National Trust and the Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA).  In recent 

years, problems relating to access, increased visitor traffic, path erosion, degrading furniture, 

path routing and signage have culminated in the need for a review of these issues and the future 

of the Waymarked Way. 

Over a period of four months, the following was carried out: 

• A full audit of existing signage and furniture along the entire route with costings for 

improvement/replacement works 

• A footpath condition survey using Fixed Point Photography 

• A geological hazard mapping study of ‘at-risk’ areas by Queens University Belfast 

• GIS mapping of the wider path network to identify suitable re-routing and new walk 

options  

• Consultation with private landowners to discuss formal access agreements and 

potential new access routes 

• Liaison with Countryside/Access Officers and National Trust to identify potential 

future infrastructure projects  

• An assessment of the current Ulster Way funding schemes  

Twenty-one recommendations which take the statutory environmental designations into 

account, have been proposed which Outdoor Recreation NI believe will contribute towards 

securing long-term, sustainable access for the entire Causeway Coast Way – one of the North 

Coast’s premier recreational and tourist assets.   

The recommendations are:  

 

1. Re-open access at Dooninish – remove rockfall and debris and negotiate new access 

agreement for re-routing the path over the headland   

Lead organisation - Moyle District Council (new access agreement) 

Partner organisation - National Trust (path works – subject to grant funding)  

 

2. Install drainage, re-instate the bank and continue path condition monitoring at Holy Well 

Port/Lady’s Hill Car Park  

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council 

 

3. Where deemed appropriate, consider safety management at Dominican College and on the 

Golf Links path 

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council 

 

4. Renew all permissive path agreements with the possibility of acquiring additional land 

strips in 2019, especially at Benbane Head  

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council  

 

5. Review NIEA funding availability and the application process for the entire CCW.  This is to 

ensure the quality status of the CCW route is maintained and that the funding is 
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proportional to the maintenance and improvement/upgrade works that are required as 

evidenced in this Review. 

Lead organisation – NIEA in partnership with National Trust, Moyle District Council, 

Coleraine Borough Council 

Support - Outdoor Recreation NI  

 

6. Improve signage at Runkerry Beach at the end of Three Quarter Bridge to ensure walkers 

are aware of route through dunes in high tide conditions 

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council 

 

7. In line with the policy - ‘ 

Managing Visitor Safety in the Countryside’ and where deemed appropriate, consider safety 

management at Dunseverick Castle thin path section  

Lead organisation – National Trust 

 

8. Develop off-road route at Whiterocks, starting with immediate re-routing of CCW to 

boardwalks (Option 3) 

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council 

 

9. Divert CCW to Bayhead Road into Portballintrae (Option 1), with aspirational off-road route 

pursued  

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council 

Support - Outdoor Recreation NI  

 

10. Promote Runkerry Loop walk as a spur off the main route 

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council and Outdoor Recreation NI 

 

11. Develop and assess a short and medium distance ‘quality walk’ incorporating Runkerry 

Beach and Dune Loop Walk with Runkerry Head Loop Walk 

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council and Outdoor Recreation NI 

 

12. Investigate, negotiate and develop access feeding into the CCW using Landowner A’s private 

laneways  

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council 

Support - Outdoor Recreation NI 

 

13. Continue negotiations with Landowner F regarding re-routing the path over the headland at 

White Park Bay East 

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council 

 

14. Subject to funding, consider addressing areas of erosion at survey locations A (The 

Amphitheatre looking east and looking west) and D (Steps on Plaiskin Head) through 

appropriate erosion management techniques 

Lead organisation – National Trust 
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15. Subject to funding availability, at the Chimney Tops consider installing steps to minimise 

erosion and improve upslope climb.  Long-term, consider the more sustainable option of 

moving the fence line and path inland away from the cliff edge. 

Lead organisation – National Trust  

 

16. Subject to funding availability, consider upgrading the middle bridge east of Ballyreagh Golf 

Course and install signage to better inform walkers of bridge options 

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council 

 

17. Where necessary, replace all missing signage along the CCW, with priority given to Section 

1: Portstewart to Portrush. 

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council, Moyle District Council and National 

Trust in their respective sections 

 

18. Install two data counters on the CCW to monitor usage, along the Port Path at the Golf Links 

bridge and at Runkerry Beach bridge 

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council and Moyle District Council 

 

19. Where deemed appropriate. incorporate CCW signage back into the new Giant’s Causeway 

Visitor Centre site  

Lead organisation – National Trust 

 

20. Re-convene and review the role of the Causeway Coast Way Product Management Group 

with a view to re-forming this group as the lead body responsible for delivering the 

recommendations of this Review, and driving the strategic management of the CCW as a 

whole 

Initial re-convening and chairing of group – Outdoor Recreation NI 

 

21. Continue negotiation with Landowner D to establish a PPA over land at Dooninish 

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council   

 

As a result of the 21 recommendations there are seven projects which should be considered as 

priority requiring urgent attention.  These are:  

 

1. Re-open access at Dooninish – considered high priority above all others 

2. Consider safety management at Dominican College and Golf Links path section 

3. Consider safety management at Dunseverick Castle thin path section, in line with National 

Trust’s ‘Managing Visitor Safety in the Countryside’ Policy 

4. Install drainage, re-instate the bank and continue path condition monitoring at Holy Well 

Port/Lady’s Hill Car Park  

5. At Whiterocks, re-route CCW from the main access road to the boardwalks 

6. Incorporate CCW signage into the GCVC site 

7. Consider re-routing the CCW to the Bayhead Road into Portballintrae, after consulting with 

DRD Roads Service and Portballintrae Residents Association 
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2. THE CAUSEWAY COAST WAY  

2.1. Background  

 

The CCW is a long distance quality walk, waymarked way and forms a quality section of 

Northern Ireland’s Ulster Way.  Building on the North Antrim Cliff Path (developed by the 

National Trust in the 1960’s from the Giant’s Causeway to Ballintoy Harbour) the CCW was 

developed in 2000 as part of Outdoor Recreation NI’s Waymarked Ways’ project.  The 33-mile 

route, split into seven sections, now extends from Portstewart to Ballycastle.   

 

Section Length (Miles) 

1. Portstewart – Portrush 6 

2. Portrush – Portballintrae 6 

3. Portballintrae – Giant’s Causeway 3 

4. Giant’s Causeway – Dunseverick Castle 5 

5. Dunseverick Castle – Ballintoy Harbour 5 

6. Ballintoy Harbour – Carrick-a-Rede 2 

7. Carrick-a-Rede – Ballycastle 6 

Figure 1 Sections along the Causeway Coast Way 

 

Access along the route is through a combination of public-owned land (National Trust and 

Council), Public Rights of Way (PRoW), permissive paths and de-facto access.     

As a long distance ‘Quality Walk’, the signage and furniture is audited bi-annually under 

Outdoor Recreation NI’s Volunteer Ranger (VR) Programme – a full audit in autumn to identify 

repairs and maintenance, and again in spring to check the work has been carried out.  The 

responsible authority for the CCW is both Moyle District Council and Coleraine Borough Council.  

Where a permissive path agreement (PPA) exists on the CCW the contract is between the 

private landowner and Moyle District Council.  Maintenance of these three sections is currently 

carried out by the National Trust, who will continue to do so subject to the continuation of NIEA 

access grant funding.  

As part of the Ulster Way, the CCW is covered under Outdoor Recreation NI’s Public Liability 

Insurance.  Important for developing new access on private land, this policy applies where the 

route may cross private land and there is no responsible authority set-out in a maintenance 

agreement, thus indemnifying the landowner in the event of an accident or injury.  

Access development along the CCW is influenced by the numerous statutory environmental 

designations that protect the natural heritage and unique landscapes of the North Antrim Coast.   

These include and are shown in Figure 2: 

• Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) – Causeway Coast 

• Area of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI) – Castle Point, Carrick-a-Rede, White Park 

Bay, Giant’s Causeway and Dunseverick, Runkerry, Portballintrae, White Rocks and 

Portrush West Strand 
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• Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) – North Antrim Coast 

• National Nature Reserve (NNR) – Giant’s Causeway 

• World Heritage Site (WHS) – Giant’s Causeway and Causeway Coast from Portnaboe to 

Benbane Head (extent same as NNR above) 

All recommendations made in this report relating to revised routes and infrastructure works 

will take account of their impact on protected sites, habitats and species.    



 

 

  

Figure 2 Environmental Designations on the North Antrim Coast 



 

 

2.2. The Need for a Strategic Path Review 

 

Over the last 12 years the surrounding environment of the CCW has undergone a number of 

social, economic and environmental changes and issues have arisen which justify the need for 

this Strategic Path Review.    

• Changes in the natural environment - recent landslide and rockfall at Dooninish 

and high tide issues at White Park Bay 

The recent land failures between Dunseverick Harbour and Portbraddan highlight 

the health and safety issue, geological risk and the need to review land stability 

along the entire CCW route.   

The location of the landslide and rockfall on a section with de-facto access raised the 

question of maintenance responsibility and public liability.  This has led to delays in 

clearing the blockage and reinstating the path which has subsequently led to public 

complaints to the Northern Ireland Tourist Board (NITB), trespassing, crop 

destruction and contention between the private landowners and public authorities 

perceived to be responsible for the CCW.  The path blockage at Dooninish highlights 

the need to have formal access agreements along the entire CCW route which 

clarifies land ownership and maintenance responsibility.   

Over the years, high tide at White Park Bay can make the path impassable thus there 

is a need for a diversion.  With sea levels predicted to rise in the future, this Review 

is needed to assess the current risk and recommend a long term solution. 

 

• Increased Usage 

In recent years, the North Coast has benefited from major tourism investment which 

has increased the number of visitors on the CCW.  For example the new Giant’s 

Causeway Visitor Centre (GCVC), events such as Causeway Coast Marathon, charity 

walks and events, the Irish Open 2012 golf tournament and more generally NITB’s 

marketing of the Causeway Coast and Glens Destination.  This has all led to a boost 

in visitor numbers which has both a positive effect on the local economy but a 

negative impact on the natural environment manifested as footpath erosion.   

Increased traffic on the path can cause lateral erosion to spread as desire lines are 

created; fencing and path furniture can become degraded more quickly, missing 

signage can become more prevalent and there may be a risk of increased 

disturbance to farming and livestock practices if gates are left open.    

 

• Giant’s Causeway Visitor Centre (GCVC) Development 

The new path systems developed as part of the new GCVC are set within the longer 

CCW walking route.  This Review is necessary to evaluate the impact this 

development has had on overall CCW route and the consistency of signage to clearly 

direct and inform users.   

 

• User Conflict 

With regards to access, conflict exists between the many different parties with 

interests in the CCW (National Trust, Councils, NITB, NIEA, walkers, charities, event 

companies, private landowners, farmers, developers, etc).  This review is necessary 
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to identify these competing demands and find a balance with the conservation and 

management aims of the protected areas. 

The issues above show the current situation is not sustainable and efforts should be made to 

resolve the issues.  There is a need for a Strategic Path Review which takes into account all the 

current, potential and future issues, and makes clear recommendations for securing the long 

term, formal access to this significant path, and which meets ‘quality’ status through fit-for-

purpose furniture and signage.  

 

2.3. Aims and Objectives 

 

All project partners agreed the following aim for this project:- 

“To carry out a strategic review of the Causeway Coast Way and work towards securing 

long-term formal and sustainable access for the entire CCW route, in light of current, future 

and potential issues” 

 

The objectives are:  

1. To identify and assess current geological hazards along the CCW route 

2. To conduct a footpath condition survey 

3. To review current access and ownership status for the entire CCW route 

4. To investigate future funding to ensure the long-term quality status of CCW 

5. To review the wider network of paths feeding into the main CCW route with potential 

for strategic re-routing 

6. To conduct a pilot study investigating the potential to take Section 7 from Carrick-a-

Rede to Ballycastle off-road 

A detailed project plan with the outputs, priority rating and methodology relating to each 

objective is outlined in the Appendix. 

 

3. STRATEGIC PATH REVIEW 

3.1. NATURAL HAZARDS 

 

A team of geological experts from Queens University Belfast (2 lecturers and 2 students) were 

commissioned to conduct a survey of the natural hazards along the CCW to fulfil Objective 1.  An 

initial audit by Outdoor Recreation NI directed the team to examine nine key sites identified as 

‘at risk’ of current and/or future failure.  The team assessed cliff/slope stability, access and 

possible remediation options ranging from no action to re-routing of paths or engineering for 

cliff stabilisation (See Figure 3).   

Key observations from the team were that (a) ‘along the entire cliff top path between Portcoon 

to Dunseverick options should be considered where necessary to extend the lateral spread of 

visitors’, and (b) ‘the current landward boundaries concentrate recreational forces in a narrow 
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area and increase existing hazards’ (Queens University Belfast, 2012).  As a result Outdoor 

Recreation NI recommends that where necessary the CCW path should be set back from the cliff 

edge to minimise the health and safety hazard and ensure the long-term sustainability of the 

path itself.  Endeavours should be made to increase the corridor of the route either through 

private land acquisition, increasing the corridor covered in existing PPA’s, or setting fences back 

on public land.  Where there is de facto access, contact should be made with the landowner to 

negotiate access with a view to entering into a formal PPA. 

A brief summary of the findings at each location are outlined below with the sites of greatest 

concern highlighted in red. 

 

1. Coastal Path at Dominican College, Portstewart (281433, 438040, Irish Grid) 

The basalt bedrock that the Dominican College is built upon is fractured into blocks along wide 

horizontal and vertical joints (See Figure 12).  As with recent rockfall highlighted by Coleraine 

Borough Council, these blocks are likely to fall onto the path below in the future causing a health 

and safety hazard.  The recommendation is that a civil engineer is consulted and wire rock 

netting is installed to catch any falling debris.  However this is only a short term solution as the 

natural process dictates that the current ‘thin’ joints will fracture, widen and come loose also.  It 

is acknowledged there is some uncertainty regarding ownership of the basalt bedrock in 

question and responsibility for the same. 

 

2. Holy Well Port/Lady’s Hill Car Park (283194, 439420, Irish Grid) 

From Ballyreagh Golf Course to Lady’s Hill Viewpoint and Car Park there are a number of 

‘slumps’ where the upper layers of soil have eroded from the path revetment indicating the path 

is not stable where it hugs the coastline (See Figure 10).  The recommendation is to move the 

route landward.  An earlier site visit by Outdoor Recreation NI identified a middle path between 

the current CCW route and the main road which could be reinstated, thus requiring little 

infrastructure works except for re-locating square signage posts.  Since completing this survey 

Coleraine Borough Council have undertaken path improvement works along this section thus it 

may not be necessary to re-route the path (See Section 3.4.1 for a detailed explanation). 

 

3. Golf Links Path, Portstewart (283651, 439567, Irish Grid) 

In certain parts of this section of path, the same issue as above is present.  Exposed basalt cliffs 

with densely-fractured upper blocks adjacent to the path pose a danger to path users below 

(See Figure 11).  Two solutions were suggested: (i) depending on land ownership, re-route the 

path seaward by 3-5m, or (ii) install rock netting.  Given uncertainties over land ownership 

Outdoor Recreation NI recommends either of these options are considered and implemented 

when and where deemed appropriate by Coleraine Borough Council. 

 

4. Above The Amphitheatre, Giant’s Causeway (295289, 445079, Irish Grid) 

The QUB geological team identified a number of potentially ‘high-magnitude failure’ zones in 

this section.  Similar to the major rockfall event in October 2011 which left a significant 

overhang close to the path, there are signs indicative of further block release of the underlying 

basalt columns in the future (See Figure 7).  ‘To avoid the dangerous overhang and account for 

natural cliff retreat...the path should be re-routed inland by 5-10m.  Engineering solutions on 

the cliff below are discouraged as slope failures are essential for maintaining habitats which are 

protected under the European Union’s Habitats Directive’ (Queens University Belfast, 2012). 
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Considering the statutory designations on the WHS and the land being under National Trust 

ownership, the most sustainable options which ensures long-term access is to divert the path 

inland for this short section which would not hinder the scenic views.     

 

5. Benbane Head 

Outdoor Recreation NI’s footpath audit identified a hazard at Benbane Head where the land is 

overhanging the cliff in a section covered under an existing PPA (See Figure 7).  If the 

underlying columns were to collapse, the path above would be lost to the sea.  Given that this is 

also a high traffic section within the WHS it is a recommendation of this Review that options for 

acquiring more land under the PPA review in 2019 are discussed with the landowner. 

 

6. Dunseverick Castle Thin Path (298771. 444498, Irish Grid) 

The footpath condition survey conducted by Outdoor Recreation NI in June 2012 highlighted 

this section of path as being a health and safety hazard to walkers, which was re-confirmed by 

the Queens team.  To the east of Dunseverick Castle Car Park the path falls on the seaward side 

of the wall which bounds the road.  Walkers have to cross a narrow boardwalk with a dangerous 

sea drop to the left, however as there is no buffer for re-routing, walkers should be re-routed 

along the roadside path for a short distance to re-join the main CCW path further along.   

A little further east the cliff path narrows considerably as indicated by temporary posts which 

had been erected ’26 Extreme’, the organisers of the Causeway Coast Marathon for safety 

reasons (See Figure 9).  Outdoor Recreation NI recommends that this should be an area of 

monitoring going forward.   

However, accessing the countryside involves an inherent risk which walkers, especially long-

distance walkers, are aware of and accept as part of engaging in outdoor activities, plus part of 

the unique beauty of the CCW too is the ability to get so close to nature and access cliff paths 

which offer unparalleled views.  As such Outdoor Recreation NI recommends that ‘cliff edge’ 

warning signage is erected, in line with National Trust’s ‘Visitor Safety in the Countryside’ 

(2003) policy, with the discretion to erect further fencing where deemed appropriate.   

 

7. Dooninish (Dunseverick Harbour to Portbraddan) (300252, 444372 Irish Grid) 

The team re-confirmed Outdoor Recreation NI’s identification of the natural hazard, access, 

signage and infrastructure issues at this site: 

(a) A rockfall which has destroyed the gate walker would pass through into Portachornan 

(See Figure 5) 

(b) A landslide which has demolished the steps up to the headland above 

(c) A narrow boardwalk crossing with a dangerous drop seaward and evidence of recent 

landslips below. 

(d) Inadequate signage warning walkers of the diversion in place between Dunseverick 

Harbour and Portbraddan 

The Queens team evaluated 2 options:  

(a) Reinstate steps at Portachornan - BUT there is a high possibility of further damaging 

landslips 

(b) Re-route the path south, upslope behind the rockfall, crossing private land above and 

inland to rejoin at the location of the damaged steps.  This would involve 

negotiation/purchase of 5-10m wide strip of farmland, 400m in length. 
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The above issues, high usage, trespassing and mounting public pressure to clear the 

blockage make this site a priority for urgent action (See Section 4).  It is Outdoor Recreation 

NI’s recommendation that the only feasible solution which both ensures health and safety 

and guarantees long-term sustainable access is to divert the path above the headland, over 

private farmland, from Dooninish to Portacallan.  This would involve major infrastructure 

works and negotiating formal access with the private landowner(s) – the latter of which is 

ongoing. 

 

8. Portacallan (300562, 444451, Irish Grid) 

There are a number of access and geological hazard issues at Portacallan including a significant 

stream which should be bridged or stepped (Figure 6).  This suggestion is including in the 

costings table for new furniture.   

Through the ‘Looking Glass’, falling rocks and soil from the cliffs overhanging the path pose a 

potential danger thus the Queens team recommends the path should be widened, stepped and 

moved shoreward.  However again this may not represent a sustainable option in light of rising 

sea levels.  Signage could also be installed warning walkers of the risk of falling rocks.  The team 

also highlighted the poor location and slippery nature of the steps leading up to the Arch before 

entering Portbraddan, with a recommendation that a different material be used on the steps to 

facilitate safe usage.  Although reasonable care can be taken by responsible authorities to 

ensure the health and safety of walkers through adequate signage, regular maintenance and safe 

and functional infrastructure, it is impossible to remove all risk.  Walking in the outdoors is an 

inherently risky activity and experienced walkers accept this.   

 

9. Tidal Issues at Portbraddan/White Park Bay (300842, 444290, Irish Grid) 

In recent years it has been recognised that during high tide at Portbraddan and the east and 

west of White Park Bay, the route is impassable (See Figure 4).  In this case walkers are advised 

to use the diversionary route along the main A2 Whitepark Road.  The Queens’ study suggests 

rock armouring at vulnerable locations however, in light of future rising sea levels, the most 

sustainable solution in the long term is to look at re-routing the CCW.  As part of this review, 

two diversions were looked at:  

(i) from Portacallan to Templastragh rejoining at the beach; and  

(ii) a diversion above the headland at Dundriff, east of White Park Bay.  The results of 

this are detailed in Section 3.4.8. 

In the short term, Outdoor Recreation NI recommends Moyle District Council and National Trust 

install signage to warn walkers of the potential high tide issue, on their respective lands.  



 

 

  

Figure 3 Map showing the location of geological hazards along the Causeway Coast Way 

Figure 12 Dominican College 

Figure 11 Golf Links Path 

Figure 10 Holy Well Port/Lady's Hill 

Figure 8 The Amphitheatre 

Figure 7 Benbane Head 

Figure 6 Portacallan 

Figure 9 Dunseverick Castle 

Thin Path 

Figure 5 Dooninish 

Figure 4 White Park Bay 



 

 

3.2. FOOTPATH AND INFRASTRUCTURE CONDITION 

3.2.1. Footpath Condition Survey 

 

The CCW is comprised of a variety of path types including public footpath (tarmac), gravel path, 

grass track, beach, sandy dunes, open farmland and rocky shoreline.  Unsurprisingly, the 

greatest erosion appears to occur around the Giant’s Causeway between the Visitor Centre and 

Benbane Head, where (i) visitors are concentrated, and (ii) the soil overlying the hard basalt is 

especially vulnerable to the effects of high traffic.   

The QUB survey explained that the narrow path corridor amplifies erosion by ‘concentrating 

recreational forces’ and ‘options should be considered to extend the lateral spread of visitors all 

along the cliff top path’ (Queens University Belfast, 2012).    

A footpath condition survey was carried out by Outdoor Recreation NI in June 2012 (See Figure 

13).  Areas of erosion were identified, and some (A, B and C overleaf) were compared with fixed 

point photographs from 2009 supplied by the National Trust (c/o Andrea Hirt).  The following 

areas of concern should be considered for remediation path works or path re-routing: 

A. Start of The Amphitheatre (looking east) and (looking west to GCVC) 

The upslope erosion does not show signs of worsening however around the fencepost; 

the land has become sunken and waterlogged which increases the lateral extent of 

erosion as walkers skirt the water to avoid. 

B. Towards Port na Spaniagh 

Between 2009 and 2012 the upslope erosion has remained considerably constant with 

grass re-established in parts.  Erosion at the base, around the fencepost seems to have 

been hampered by the stone chipping which packs the ground and slows erosion.  The 

images also show, at the top of the slope the interpretation panel (right) which has been 

replaced by the new GCVC interpretation seats (left). 

C. Benanouran Head (looking east) 

D. Steps on Plaiskin Head  

E. Bengore Head  

Other areas of concern along the route include: 

F. Holy Well Port/Lady’s Hill 

G. Runkerry Head 

Along the entire route where the path falls on grass tracks, particularly between Portstewart 

and Portrush (i.e. around Crab Isle), it is important to keep up regular grass-cutting to form a 

designated corridor.  Overall, the footpath conditions underfoot along the CCW are very good 

and ideal for walking.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

FEBRUARY 20

(A) Start of The Amphitheatre (looking east)

(A) Start of The Amphitheatre (looking west to CGVC)

(B) Towards Port na Spaniagh 

FEBRUARY 2009 JUNE 2012

Amphitheatre (looking east) 

 

Amphitheatre (looking west to CGVC) 
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DESCRIPTION OF ISSUE

(C) Benanouran Head (looking east)

This photo shows the common problem of 

erosion around fence post where walkers 

concentrate around the bend.  In other areas 

where this occurs, gravel stoning has been laid to 

increase grip, minimised slippage however to a 

degree, this issue is unavoidable.  If this continues 

erosion will intensify and increase in extent as 

shown in pictures (B). 

(D) Steps on Plaiskin Head 

There is evidence to show walkers are avoiding 

the second set of stone steps and creating desire 

lines adjacent to the steps perhaps to avoid 

slipping.  In this area however the ground 

‘slumps’ and it more susceptible t

path between the two steps shows signs of 

erosion also.  Currently this is not a major area of 

concern however should be monitored going 

forward and appropriate actions taken to 

minimise erosion where necessary.   

(E) Bengore Head 

The path here ascends a steep slope where run

off enhances the removal of soil and creates wet 

conditions underfoot.  In other similar sections of 

the route with a slope of this gradient (i.e. above) 

steps, either stone or wooden hold backs have 

been installed to reduce erosion and aid 

resistance.  To ensure sustainability, Outdoor 

Recreation NI also recommends that the 

line is set back to move the path inland away from 

the cliff edge.  This may involve negotiation with 

the private landowner who curre

with Moyle District Council. 

DESCRIPTION OF ISSUE JUNE 2012

(looking east) 

This photo shows the common problem of 

erosion around fence post where walkers 

concentrate around the bend.  In other areas 

where this occurs, gravel stoning has been laid to 

increase grip, minimised slippage however to a 

degree, this issue is unavoidable.  If this continues 

erosion will intensify and increase in extent as 

here is evidence to show walkers are avoiding 

the second set of stone steps and creating desire 

adjacent to the steps perhaps to avoid 

area however the ground easily 

it more susceptible to erosion.  The 

path between the two steps shows signs of 

erosion also.  Currently this is not a major area of 

be monitored going 

forward and appropriate actions taken to 

minimise erosion where necessary.    

The path here ascends a steep slope where run-

off enhances the removal of soil and creates wet 

conditions underfoot.  In other similar sections of 

the route with a slope of this gradient (i.e. above) 

steps, either stone or wooden hold backs have 

lled to reduce erosion and aid 

resistance.  To ensure sustainability, Outdoor 

Recreation NI also recommends that the fence 

is set back to move the path inland away from 

the cliff edge.  This may involve negotiation with 

the private landowner who currently has a PPA 
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DESCRIPTION OF ISSUE

(F) Holy Well Port/Lady’s Hill Car Park

This section of the path has already been 

highlighted in the QUB study as 

area around Lady’s Hill Car Park and 

gets heavy use, with the topography and soil more 

susceptible to erosion and water

shown in the adjacent image, a section of bank 

has been removed to alleviate the flooding but not 

re-instated.  Another danger to walkers 

where cliff sections of the path are at risk of 

falling into the sea below.  Recent improvement 

works have been carried by Coleraine Borough 

Council (see Section 3.4.1.) but Outdoor 

Recreation NI recommends that this section 

continues to be monitored for erosion and ba

failure.  

(G) Runkerry Head 

Portballintrae to the Giants Causeway is a very 

popular section within the overall route for 

local walkers and visitors.  Around Runkerry 

Head there are 3 sets of steps (wooden hold

backs), 2 of which show signs of desi

created where walkers are skirting round the 

steps  Given the gradient of the land here and the 

level of traffic using this section, it is 

recommended that this zone is monitored for the 

increased erosion in the future. 

Recreation NI recommends that, if deemed 

appropriate, either the steps are removed, or the 

desire line replanted with a boulder at the 

junction to stop walkers continuing along this 

route. 

Figure 13 Footpath Erosion Survey Locations (with 2009 Fixed Point Photography)

 

It would appear from the Fixed Point Photography (A

accelerating as quickly as originally anticipated, for example the path in C does not sho

significant degradation over the 3 years.

manifested along the path can be affected by both the time of year and through periods of 

concentrated intensity of use e.g. after large sponsored walks a

C suggest the path is resilient to increased recreational use despite it being located in a high 

traffic zone, i.e. within the Giant’s Causeway WHS.

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF ISSUE JUNE 2012
Holy Well Port/Lady’s Hill Car Park 

This section of the path has already been 

highlighted in the QUB study as vulnerable.  This 

area around Lady’s Hill Car Park and viewpoint 

gets heavy use, with the topography and soil more 

and water-logging.  As 

shown in the adjacent image, a section of bank 

has been removed to alleviate the flooding but not 

danger to walkers could be 

ections of the path are at risk of 

Recent improvement 

works have been carried by Coleraine Borough 

Council (see Section 3.4.1.) but Outdoor 

Recreation NI recommends that this section 

continues to be monitored for erosion and bank 

 

Portballintrae to the Giants Causeway is a very 

popular section within the overall route for both 

.  Around Runkerry 

Head there are 3 sets of steps (wooden hold-

backs), 2 of which show signs of desire lines being 

created where walkers are skirting round the 

steps  Given the gradient of the land here and the 

level of traffic using this section, it is 

recommended that this zone is monitored for the 

erosion in the future.  Also Outdoor 

ion NI recommends that, if deemed 

are removed, or the 

desire line replanted with a boulder at the 

junction to stop walkers continuing along this 

Footpath Erosion Survey Locations (with 2009 Fixed Point Photography)

It would appear from the Fixed Point Photography (A-C) that footpath erosion in general is not 

accelerating as quickly as originally anticipated, for example the path in C does not sho

significant degradation over the 3 years.  However, it is recognised that the degree of erosion 

manifested along the path can be affected by both the time of year and through periods of 

concentrated intensity of use e.g. after large sponsored walks and/or marathons.

C suggest the path is resilient to increased recreational use despite it being located in a high 

traffic zone, i.e. within the Giant’s Causeway WHS. 
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Footpath Erosion Survey Locations (with 2009 Fixed Point Photography) 

C) that footpath erosion in general is not 

accelerating as quickly as originally anticipated, for example the path in C does not show any 

However, it is recognised that the degree of erosion 

manifested along the path can be affected by both the time of year and through periods of 

nd/or marathons.  The images in 

C suggest the path is resilient to increased recreational use despite it being located in a high 
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3.2.2. Signage and Furniture Audit 

 

According to the volunteer ranger (VR) audit forms which occur twice yearly there are:   

- 88 items of signage along the entire CCW route 

o 21 metals signs – 3 missing 

o 67 square posts with disks – 8 square posts are missing/ 26 posts have all disks 

missing / 9 posts have 1 disk missing (either arrow or CCW fern) 

- 47 items of furniture 

o 5 interpretation panels – 2 are missing 

o 7 kissing gates 

o 7 bridges – 1 needs replaced 

o 20 step over stiles – 2 need maintained / 2 need replaced 

o 6 A-frame stiles, and 

o 2 sets of wooden steps 

The above replacements as well as recommendations for new furniture and signage are costed 

for in Section 3.2.3.  The full results of the audit can be found in the Appendix.   

 

Furniture 

Outdoor Recreation NI identified the following furniture issues: 

(A) Bridges along Port Path east of Ballyreagh Golf Course 

These are not included in the current VR audits but should be going forward.  The path 

joins the upper middle bridge which requires upgrading compared to the lower bridge 

which is safer.  The upper bridge is the preferred option as it provides access for people 

with limited mobility.  Outdoor Recreation NI recommends that this bridge is repaired 

with consideration given to new signage (included in costings table) informing walkers 

of the lower bridge option (see Figure 14).  Maintenance to the fencing is also required.   

 

(B) Thin path sections at Dunseverick Castle and Benbane Head  

Wooden posts have been erected at Dunseverick Castle where the path thins 

considerably.  Outdoor Recreation NI recommends that safety management is 

considered at this location in line with the ‘Visitor Safety in the Countryside’ (2003) 

policy.  The same could be done at Benbane Head. 

 

(C) Bridge at Runkerry Beach 

This is the only crossing point over the river to access the path around Runkerry Head.  

Although the bridge is currently fit for purpose (See Figure 14) Outdoor Recreation NI 

recommends this bridge is audited by a VR going forward. 

Both (A) and (B) locations represent suitable location’s for a new visitor counter to be installed 

that would monitor usage of the CCW. 
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Figure 14 Images showing upper (top left) and lower (top right) bridges at Sycamore 

Port, this path section at Dunseverick Castle (lower left) and Runkerry Beach bridge 

(bottom right) 
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Signage 

Signage is generally quite good except for Section 1 where it is virtually non-existent.  Of the 26 

posts that have all disks missing, 24 of these are in Section 1, which equates to 85% of total 

signage for Section 1.  Outdoor Recreation NI recommends that this signage is replaced as a 

priority taking into account any diversions around Holy Well Port/Lady’s Hill. 

Outdoor Recreation NI identified the following signage issues: 

(A) New signage required 

- 1x metal sign at the end of Portstewart Promenade – where the path follows a 

laneway between 2 houses and not the main road 

- At the top of Shepherds Steps 

- 1x finger post with disks on Runkerry Beach, at the end of Three Quarter Bridge 

to inform users of 2 route options – beach or dunes 

- 1x finger post with disks at end of dune boardwalks where path goes 

perpendicular to the heritage railway to rejoin at Runkerry Beach 

   

(B) Signage at new Giant’s Causeway Visitor Centre 

In Section 3 where the new GCVC has been developed CCW signage (finger posts, disks 

and an interpretation panel) has been removed from Runkerry Head onwards to The 

Organ.  New interpretation boards and seats have been installed as shown in Figure 15, 

and two new trails have increased walking opportunities feeding off the long-distance 

walking route, which is promoted but not specifically named.  Reinstating all the original 

signage would not be appropriate so Outdoor Recreation NI simply recommends, where 

appropriate National Trust incorporate UW/CCW signage to the site to enhance 

cohesion.  

 

 

Figure 15 Images showing new interpretation panels (left) and seating (right) at new 

GCVC 

 



 

 

3.2.3. Signage and Furniture Costings 

 

Notes 

1. Where all disks have been missing, a minimum of 2 disks have been costed for (1xWMW/UW fern disk and 1x arrow) 

2. Approximate costs have been based on previous quotes sought for recent walking route audits, including the Sperrins Walking Audit 

SECTION LENGTH 

(Miles) 

INTERPRETATION 

PANEL 

METAL 

SIGN 

SQUARE 

POST 

WMW/UW 

‘FERN’ 

DISK 

ARROW 

DISC 

FOOTBRIDGE STEP-

OVER 

STILE  

PEOPLE 

COUNTER 

TOTAL  

COST 

Approx Cost/unit (£) - 

excluding VAT 
 2500 50 25 3 3 6500 500 1500  

1. Portstewart – 

Portrush 
6 1 2 2 26 30 - - 1 4,318 

2. Portrush – 

Portballintrae 
6 -  1 1 1 - - - 31 

3. Portballintrae – 

Giant’s Causeway 
3 - 2 7 7 8 - - - 320 

4. Giant’s Causeway – 

Dunseverick Castle 
5 1 - 2 1 2 - - - 2,559 

5. Dunseverick Castle – 

Ballintoy Harbour 
5 - - - 1 2 2 3 - 13,159 

6. Ballintoy Harbour – 

Carrick-a-Rede 
2 - - - - - - - 1 1,500 

7. Carrick-a-Rede – 

Ballycastle 
6 1 - - - - - - - 2,500 

TOTAL 33.5 3 4 12 34 43 2 3 2 £24,387 

Figure 16 Table of Costings for New Furniture and Signage 



 

 

3.3. ACCESS, OWNERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

 

Access along the CCW is available through a combination of public-owned land (Council and 

National Trust), public rights of way, permissive path agreements and de facto access, with and 

without the goodwill of private landowners.   

The main landowners along the route are: 

- Coleraine Borough Council 

- Moyle District Council 

- National Trust 

- Crown Estate Commissioners (beach foreshore) 

- Private landowners  

There are 2 public rights of way: 

- White Park Bay (east) to Ballintoy Harbour 

- Port Hedge path (Portballintrae) 

There are 3 permissive path agreements: 

- Benanouran Head to Port na Tober (Landowner A)1 

- Port na Tober to Port na Truin (Landowner B) 

- Port na Truin to Portnagovna (Landowner C) 

 

3.3.1. Land Ownership 

 

Figure 17-18 show the state of access and land ownership along the CCW.  The map show two 

areas where the route passes over private land but no formal access agreements are in place:  

i. Portmore promenade to eastern extremity of Portstewart Gold Course - ID 4, Figure 17 

ii. Dunseverick Harbour to Portbraddan - ID 24, Figure 17 

The aim of this Review included to ‘work towards achieving long term formal access for the 

entire CCW route’ thus Outdoor Recreation NI recommends these sections are priority for 

establishing formal access agreements, i.e. PPA through land leasing, land acquisition, or 

creating public paths, where appropriate.   

Access in Northern Ireland is still a sensitive issue amongst many private landowners thus 

where there is no access problem, blockage or geological hazard that threatens future access to 

the path it is not appropriate to pursue formal agreements with landowners, except where this 

arises naturally through consultation.   

Priority for agreeing formal access was given to the section between Dunseverick Harbour and 

Portbraddan where there is a blockage.  As explained below, the neighbouring landowner 

(Landowner D) is willing to enter into a PPA with the Dooninish landowner (Landowner E) also 

likely to go down this route once a suitable route over the headland and compensation has been 

agreed.

                                                           
1
 All private landowners consulted have been kept anonymous 



 

 

  

Figure 17 Access and Ownership Map (Portstewart to Giant's Causeway) 
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Figure 18 Access and Ownership (Giant's Causeway to Ballycastle) 



 

 

3.3.2. Private Landowner Consultations 

 

Seven private landowners were consulted during the course of this Review for two reasons (i) 

to review current existing PPA’s, and (ii) to discuss opportunities for new access.  

 

Reviewing existing PPA 

PPA’s, essentially land lease agreements, were set up with three landowners in 1999 between 

Benanouran Head and Portnagovna.  This was through the Department of Agriculture and Rural 

Development’s (DARD) Access to the Countryside Scheme whereby each was given a sum of 

money based on the length of path through the size of field for a 20-year period.  Each 

landowner (A, B and C) was consulted on separate occasions with the view to renewing their 

agreements in 2019.  Below is a summary of their feedback2: 

- Generally, all were content with the set-up of the PPA, the individual conditions of each 

and will consider renewing their agreement if the issues listed below are addressed. 

- All noted that the payment received is inadequate to cover maintenance of the boundary 

fencing and that access for walking needs to be increased 

- Fences need to be more regularly maintained – weather is a big factor affecting stability 

of fencing and posts.  It is felt there is a need to renew fencing around Plaiskin Head. 

- Since the PPA’s were established a number of things have changed which affect the PPA 

conditions:- 

o There is increased traffic along the route – this increases footpath erosion 

which is detrimental to adjacent arable land and has a negative impact on 

fencing  

o The actual condition of the path and the infrastructure is not being maintained 

regularly – again this impacts on the goodwill of the landowner and good 

relations need to be maintained to ensure the access is kept open 

o There are an increased number of events and sportives using the path which 

increases erosion and demands more maintenance of path corridor, fencing and 

infrastructure. 

o All of the above means that the existing situation is not comparable with the 

conditions under which the payment was first agreed 

- People are not aware that access is dependent on the goodwill of private landowners 

and increasingly think they have a ‘right to roam’ – this can potentially impact negatively 

on relations between visitors and landowners.  The landowners would like to see 

greater awareness of those using the path that it is on private land and need to respect 

the private laneways and boundaries – this is especially important where the landowner 

has the potential to open up new access routes on their land for new trails  

- There could be more signage informing people of the difference between private 

laneways with no public access and the permissive path  

- When asked about further land acquisition as part of the renew process in 2019, 

consultees noted that moving field boundaries has an impact on DARD’s Single Farm 

                                                           
2
 The following comments are anonymous and that of the private landowner’s individual experience.  They do 

not reflect the opinions of Outdoor Recreation NI except where otherwise stated. 
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Payments.  Any consideration of additional land acquisition should take account of and 

offer compensation for the inconvenience this will cause. 

 

The above issues are all likely to affect whether the landowner will renew his/her PPA in 2019.  

PPA’s are of major strategic importance in keeping access along the route open and if these 

agreements are not maintained the future of the path is at risk.  For example if sections have to 

be diverted on to the road this has a knock-on effect for re-gaining access further along and the 

quality status of the route may be questioned which could impact negatively on funding.   

 

Opportunities for New Access 

 

Benanouran Head to Port na Tober  

During consultation, Landowner A expressed a desire to potentially see additional laneways 

opened up for access to create a loop walk which feeds from the neighbouring Giant’s Causeway 

Holiday Cottages onto the CCW cliff path.  This should be considered as a future opportunity in 

any new access projects on the Ulster Way.  

 

Headland east of White Park Bay 

Landowner F was consulted regarding proposals to re-route the CCW over the headland east of 

White Park Bay (See Figure 32).  Re-routing would address two things: (i) it would provide an 

alternative route at times of high tide when the foreshore is impassable and, (ii) it is a much 

more scenic path offering panoramic views back across the White Park Bay ASSI. 

In 2011, a PRoW was asserted from White Park Bay to Ballintoy Harbour along the foreshore to 

the contestation of Landowner F, who consequently will not consider future access over the 

headland.  Nevertheless, Outdoor Recreation NI believes that this option should not be 

abandoned as there is the potential for negotiations to be re-opened in the future.  In this case, 

Moyle District Council would lead on negotiating access, assisted by both Outdoor Recreation NI 

and National Trust. 

  

Dunseverick Harbour to Portbraddan including Templastragh  

Landowner D owns land sandwiched between National Trust and Landowner E at Dooninish 

between Dunseverick Harbour and Portbraddan.  Currently this land is de facto access however 

during consultation Landowner D expressed a desire to enter into a formal access agreement.  

Outdoor Recreation NI recommends that Moyle District Council continues negotiation with 

Landowner D and sets up a PPA, which clarifies maintenance responsibility, insurance and 

access conditions.   

Landowner D also owns land before Portbraddan; where there is potential to create a loop walk 

leading to Templastragh Church via a Public Right of Way and private laneway (See Figure 31).  

Unfortunately the landowner would prefer not to create formal access to the public along this 

lane despite public right of access to Templastragh Church, an NIEA Scheduled Historic 

Monument and owned by Moyle District Council.  Outdoor Recreation NI believes that this is not 
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a lost opportunity and with further negotiation that this walk should still remain an aspirational 

target for the future.   

 

Kinbane Head 

Landowner G owns land on Section 7 of the CCW, between Carrick-a-Rede and Ballycastle (See 

Figure 34), and was consulted regarding the creation of new access.  The proposed re-routing 

would incorporate Kinbane Castle, as walkers travelling from Ballycastle take the road off the 

B15 Whitepark Road, leading down to the site.  Walking west, walkers would travel along the 

private driveway, past Kinbane Farmhouse B&B (owned by Landowner G), through the 

(working) farmyard and along the rough farm laneway through open fields.  The second half of 

the laneway is owned by another landowner (unknown at the time of report-writing). 

As a keen walker, Landowner G is sympathetic to the desire to create new access and improve 

the CCW however currently there are a number of significant barriers, such as: 

- the insurance and liability issue 

- the nee route passes through a working farmyard posing a health and safety issue 

- the laneway is used daily for transporting cattle and machinery 

- newly-calved cows are kept in the open fields at certain times of the year posing a 

danger to walkers 

- the neighbouring landowner is not happy with walkers currently being directed up the 

laneway by Landowner F 

- path works, such as furniture and fencing would be required to create safe passage 

A number of the issues above have the potential to be resolved and/or managed thus Outdoor 

Recreation NI intend to conduct a site visit and continue working with Landowner G to 

investigate re-routing this 2km of the CCW off-road.  



 

 

3.4. THE ROUTE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 19 Re-routing Options and New Walks along Causeway Coast Way 



 

 

The Review assessed the current CCW route and the surrounding path network to identify re-

routing options for a number of reasons: 

• Geological hazard (current or potential in the future) 

• More scenic value 

• To increase off-road percentage 

• To create new walks feeding onto/off the main CCW 

• Future links/extensions to the Ulster Way  

There were eight re-routing options and two potential new walks considered as part of this 

Review (See Figure 19) and are discussed in more detail below. 

   

3.4.1. Holy Well Port/Lady’s Hill Car Park 

 

Outdoor Recreation NI’s path audit and QUB’s geological survey highlighted several areas of 

concern at this site.  This includes the slump and risk of bank failure where the path falls close 

to the cliff edge (less than 0.5 metres in places), as shown in Figure 20.  Water-logging is also an 

occasional issue with a section of bank having been removed to alleviate flooding (see Image ‘F’ 

in Figure 13).  Outdoor Recreation NI recommends that drainage is installed and the bank re-

instated.   

 

 

Figure 20 Holy Well Port slump (left) and cliff edge path (right) 

 

Since these surveys have been completed, Coleraine Borough Council have carried out path 

improvement works thus the path is still suitable for use and in no need of immediate diversion 

to the middle path, set back from the cliff edge.  The Environmental Services team also created a 

new path (See Figure 21) linking into the car park which would form an optional diversionary 

route for walkers.  If the cliff path was to suffer from bank failure in the future walkers could use 

this route and join the quiet access road (shown in green in Figure 22) or use the middle path 
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(shown in purple in Figure 22).  Both these options represent safer paths without compromising 

the scenic views.   

The only infrastructure works required would be two new finger posts with disks directing 

walkers to the new route, which have been included in the Costings Table (Figure 16).  There 

are no environmental designations in this area that will affect any path development works.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 22 shows the diversionary path options, identified by Coleraine Borough Council and 

supported by Outdoor Recreation NI as safe, viable paths.  Outdoor Recreation NI recommends 

that due to the recent improvement works there is no need for immediate diversion.  Instead 

this area should remain under close observation and monitoring for erosion, and if the path 

condition deteriorates the above options are available, with only new signage required. 

Figure 21 Path improvement works (bottom) and 

new path creation (top) at Holy Well Port/Lady's 
Hill  



 

 

  

Figure 22 Path Options at Holy Well Port/Lady's Hill 
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3.4.2. Whiterocks  

 

Figure 23 Whiterocks Off-road Diversion Options 



 

 

Currently, Coleraine Borough Council has a funding application in for environmental 

improvement works at Whiterocks, including upgrade to the beach and dune system.  Should 

the application be successful, and subject to planning permission, there are aspirational plans to 

re-route the CCW off the main access road (shown by red line in Figure 23) over the cliff tops 

overlooking the beach.  The options are: 

1. Option 1 Preferred/Aspirational (utilising Council owned land at this location) – at the 

start of the horse trail, the path would take a steep climb eastwards up to the cliffs, 

follow the natural topography of the land and existing fence line, across the narrow 

bridge (2 planks across a stream with a moderate drop) to re-join the Coast Road at a 

natural break in the wall.   

2. Option 2 – If the preferred Option 1 cannot be realised due to land ownership or 

engineering complications, the proposed new route can rejoin the access road west of 

the house, as indicated in Figure 23.   

3. Option 3 – Utilise the upgraded boardwalk system through the dunes and join the main 

Coast Road into Portballintrae. 

Outdoor Recreation NI recommends that in the short term the route is diverted from the main 

access road to the boardwalks as suggested in Option 3 which would require new finger posts 

and disks only.  In the long term, if the funding application is successful Option 1 and 2 are 

considered to be viable routes for the future of the CCW. 

Whiterocks is covered by both AONB and ASSI designations thus any re-routing and associated 

infrastructure works should take account of the negative environmental impact and comply 

with the restrictions set by the designations.  Before any work is carried out, the lead authority 

(Coleraine Borough Council) should consult with and obtain any necessary permission from 

NIEA. 

 

3.4.3. Magheracross Viewpoint to Dunluce Castle  

 

Coleraine Borough Council identified a potential off-road re-routing option between 

Magheracross Viewpoint and Dunluce Castle with the possibility of re-joining the main road or 

extending on further into Portballintrae.  This is an aspiration for the future which would 

increase the level of off-road provision, extend the cliff walk and enhance the scenic value of the 

path.  Securing access would involve negotiation between both public and private landowners; 

Dunluce Castle is owned by NIEA, Magheracross Viewpoint and Car Park is Coleraine Borough 

Council-owned land and the adjoining land is private.  There would also need to be 

consideration of a second access point into Dunluce Castle as entry to this attraction is currently 

charged.  If this route was developed it could be developed as a loop or linear walk off the main 

CCW route, for visitors parking at Magheracross and wanting a short cliff walk.  



 

 

 

Figure 24 Re-routing and New Walk Option between Magheracross Viewpoint and Dunluce Castle 



 

 

3.4.4. Portballintrae  

 

Coleraine Borough Council also highlighted aspirations to re-route the CCW approaching 

Portballintrae, which would significantly increase the percentage off-road path from Portrush, 

and optimise the scenic value of the route into Portballintrae (See Figure 25).  The option to 

divert the route into Portballintrae arose because the Port Hedge PRoW passes through a field 

and skirts the back of a housing development before exiting at a cul-de-sac in a housing estate.  

Taking this into account, diverting from the A2 road to B145 Bayhead Road was considered 

more desirable than using the PRoW.  Each of the following options builds on the last. 

The options are: 

1. Option 1 – Instead of following the Port Hedge PRoW, create new access on the Stock 

Bridge Lane (parallel to the A2 Dunluce Road – and subject to private permission), 

rejoining the CCW at the junction of Bayhead Road and Dunluce Park.  Re-routing along 

Bayhead Road would involve negotiations with DRD Roads Service and Portballintrae 

Residents Association, and could be implemented at almost any time in the future.  This 

could be the main route until the off-road options 2 and 3 on the seaward side of 

Bayhead Road is explored, and hopefully secured sometime in the future. 

2. Option 2 –Subject to negotiation with private landowners, re-route the path across the 

headland following the coastline until the end of Stock Bridge Lane, where the route 

would rejoin the A2 road.  It is highly unlikely new access could be created along the 

entire stretch due to the number of houses and gardens that are located on the cliff edge. 

3. Option 3 Preferred/Aspirational – On the Bayhead Road there is potential to divert the 

CCW along the coastline into Seaport Lodge, along the bay and into Portballintrae.  The 

first half is in private ownership and is currently up for sale with Templeton Robinson.  

At the time of report-writing the land was valued at £195,000 for 13.22 acres (as of June 

2012).   

In the past, possibly 9-10 years ago, Council expressed serious interest in purchasing 

this portion of coastal land for conservation and coastal access purposes.  Unfortunately 

negotiations with the private landowner were unsuccessful and, to this day, the land 

remains in private ownership. 

Coleraine Borough Council own the second section where there is the opportunity to use 

Seaport Avenue along the western edge of the bay.  At the time of report-writing, there 

was an ongoing adverse possession claim concerning a small portion of Council land at 

the northern end of Seaport Avenue.  The outcome of this legal challenge could have 

implications for public access at this particular location.  However given Council’s 

extensive land ownership at this locality, it would appear viable options exist for the re-

routing of the CCW in the vicinity of Seaport Avenue.   

Portballintrae is undoubtedly a complicated access issue involving many layers.  However the 

aspiration to re-route the path off-road into Portballintrae is still an opportunity that should not 

be overlooked because of the above difficulties posed.   

Outdoor Recreation NI recommends that following consultation with DRD Roads Service and 

Portballintrae Residents Association, the route is initially re-routed along the Bayhead Road, 

with the secondary option of using the Port Hedge PRoW.  This would involve new signage 

along the road only to the point where it re-joins the CCW in Portballintrae.  Options 2 and 3 
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would involve costs for major infrastructure works including stiles, fencing and gates, etc. which 

should be taken into account in any future proposals. 

Going forward, Council should re-consider purchasing the land for sale for coastal access, while 

the outcome of the legal challenge will be central to any future re-routing options at Seaport 

Avenue. 

Portballintrae falls within the AONB and Seaport Avenue is designated ASSI.  Any re-routing and 

associated works should take account of the environmental impact, with consent gained from 

NIEA prior to any work commencing.  



 

 

  

Figure 25 Off-road Re-routing Options approaching Portballintrae 
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3.4.5. Runkerry Head & Runkerry Beach Loop Walks 

  

Figure 26 Runkerry Head and Runkerry Beach Loop Walks 



 

 

Figure 26 shows the existing loop walk at Runkerry Head which starts at the GCVC and feeds 

into the CCW and Giant’s Causeway.  This route is currently marketed by National Trust thus 

Outdoor Recreation NI recommends that this route is assessed against ‘quality’ walk criteria and 

marketed on the WalkNI website.  Runkerry Head falls within the AONB, and this walk crosses 

ASSI, SAC and NNR land, however as promoting this new walk will have no impact on the 

protection of these sites, it is not necessary to consult with NIEA. 

The official CCW route follows the boardwalks through the dunes at Runkerry Beach however 

CCW walkers, locals and visitors walk along the beach to the end or on to the Giant’s Causeway.  

The recommendation has already been made for a new finger post at the end of Three Quarter 

Bridge to inform walkers of the options of the beach or dune (at times of high tide) walk.  

Outdoor Recreation NI also recommends the beach and dune loop walk is ‘quality’ assessed and 

developed as a short distance loop off the main CCW.  This could be combined with the 

Runkerry Head Loop and assessed as a medium-distance ‘quality’ walk.    

 

3.4.6. Dooninish 

 

The path blockage at Dooninish was caused by a landslide in January 2012 and rockfalls in 

February and May 2012.  The hazard posed by this site was re-confirmed by QUB, who 

highlighted the above failures and the footbridge to the east of the site.  They advised the most 

sustainable option was to re-route the path over the headland above.   

Previous minutes from the CCW Product Management Group (2009) also show discussion of the 

wooden footbridge becoming undermined.  Diverting options involving a PPA or land purchase 

were also discussed.  This shows the bridge has been a long standing concern and should not be 

overshadowed by the rockfall and landslide.   

As part of this Review a number of re-routing options were considered, including reinstating the 

original path which was deemed neither sustainable nor financially sensible.  The most viable 

option which Outdoor Recreation NI recommends is re-routing the path above the headland, 

over private land either through a land leasing agreement or land purchase.   

Figures 27-30 illustrate the extent and severity of the problem at Dooninish which has resulted 

in trespassing and damage to the barley crops above.  As a result this site is the most urgent 

access issue which needs priority attention. 

At the time of writing this report, negotiation with Landowner E is ongoing regarding the 

creation of a PPA after the offer of land purchase was rejected.  With other permissive paths, 

any PPA should be between Moyle District Council and Landowner E.  Depending on an 

agreement being reached and subject to appropriate funding mechanisms National Trust would 

carry out the long-term maintenance.  Outdoor Recreation NI recommends that National Trust 

and Moyle District Council both take the lead in re-opening access with each partner having a 

specific role to play.  For example the National Trust to date, have marked out a desired corridor 

over the private land, while Moyle District Council should continue negotiations and apply for 

funding to NIEA with the view to entering into a PPA.   

Portballintrae falls within the AONB and an SAC.  Any re-routing and associated works should 

take account of the environmental impact and consented granted from NIEA prior to any work 

commencing. 



 

 

  

Figure 27 Dooninish Hazards and Re-routing Options 

Figure 29 Footbridge at Dooninish 

Figure 30 Landslide at Dooninish 

Figure 28 Rockfall at Dooninish 



 

 

3.4.7. Templastragh   

Figure 31 New Loop Walk at Templastragh 



 

 

Figure 31 shows the potential for a new loop walk at Templastragh, as well as a diversionary 

route avoiding Gid Point in the event of a future rockfall, or high tide making the rocks foreshore 

impassable.   

From the coastline the new route would feed off the CCW travelling south, up through a private 

laneway and utilise the existing PRoW leading from Templastragh Church and graveyard, 

joining Portbraddan Road down to the start of White Park Bay.  For the loop walk, people could 

park at Portbraddan. 

Landowner D would prefer not to create formal access through his private laneway despite 

public right of access to the Church, however as stated in Section 3.3.2, Outdoor Recreation NI 

believes that this is not a lost opportunity and with further negotiation this walk could still be 

developed, and at least remain a ‘Plan B’ aspirational route in the event of a major rockfall at Gid 

Point or the ‘Port Hole’ in the future.   

The coastline at Templastragh to Portbraddan is protected under SAC designation.  Any new 

furniture/signposts are likely to be outside this area and so would not require NIEA consent. 

 

3.4.8. White Park Bay east  

 

Re-routing over the headland at the east of White Park Bay is desirable for two reasons; (i) it 

would provide an alternative route at times of high tide when the foreshore is impassable and, 

(ii) it is a much more scenic path offering panoramic views back across the White Park Bay ASSI 

and WHS.  The proposed new route (additional to the foreshore path) is shown in Figure 32.   

Landowner F was consulted regarding proposals to re-route the CCW over his headland, 

however he objected strongly to any public path crossing his land.  Over time however 

circumstances may change which could potentially open up new lines of dialogue between the 

landowner and Moyle District Council, assisted where appropriate by National Trust and 

Outdoor Recreation NI.  For this reason, Outdoor Recreation NI believes this option should not 

be abandoned and kept as an aspirational target for the future.   

 



 

 

  

Figure 32 Re-routing at White Park Bay east 



 

 

  

Figure 33 Carrick-a-Rede Re-routing Option 



 

 

3.4.9. Carrick-a-Rede 

 

The option to re-open the original entrance to Carrick-a-Rede was looked at as part of this study 

(See Figure 33).  The idea to reinstate this access path was abandoned due to the need to ensure 

visitors are paying onto the site to visit the bridge.  Although re-opening this path would 

increase the percentage off-road, it would in turn require infrastructural works such as gates to 

prevent vehicle access outside of opening hours, and additional staff to police entry during 

opening hours.  Although the original path was moved to accommodate a safer and higher 

quality visitor experience, Outdoor Recreation NI recommends that re-opening this remains an 

aspirational option as the amount of on-road path that would be diverted is significant. 

 

3.4.10. Kinbane Head 

 

A review of the surrounding path network identified a private laneway leading to Kinbane Head 

which could be used to re-route the CCW.  This would have the following benefits:  

- Take a 2km section of CCW off-road between Carrick-a-Rede and Ballycastle 

- It would incorporate Kinbane Castle onto the CCW route 

- Offers more scenic views of the coastline and to Ballycastle 

- It passes directly by Kinbane Farmhouse B&B, providing on-route accommodation 

Figure 34 shows the proposed new route.  The lane is owned by two different landowners 

(Landowner G and one unknown) and cuts through open fields with grazing cattle.  It is used on 

a daily basis to transport machinery and cattle, therefore creating new access here would 

require new fencing, gates and stiles.  The key to negotiation is making access have the 

maximum benefit yet least inconvenience for the landowner, and where inconvenience or loss 

of arable land is caused, the compensatory measures (either in the form of maintenance, new 

fencing, or fiscal) are sufficient. 

Outdoor Recreation NI consulted with Landowner G who owns half the lane from the start, as 

well as Kinbane Farmhouse B&B.  At the time of writing this report, Landowner G expressed 

concerns regarding access through his farm but was not against the idea of creating new access.  

He confirmed the path to Kinbane Castle gets regularly used with walkers venturing through his 

farm (with and without permission) and on some occasions attempt to follow the cliff line.  

Landowner G is a keen walker and initial consultation shows a willingness to work with 

Outdoor Recreation NI to improve the CCW in the future.  Outdoor Recreation NI will continue 

to work with Landowner G to investigate re-routing the CCW here by identifying and resolving 

the issues (insurance, liability farm machinery, cattle, etc) currently obstructing new access.   

 

3.4.11. Rathlin Island 

 

Investigating the potential for a new walk on Rathlin Island was originally included as part of 

this Review however since commencing the Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust 
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commissioned Outdoor Recreation NI to complete an Access and Interpretation Audit for the 

Island.  The outcome of this audit is to assess the current access and recommend opportunities 

for enhancement, with suggestions for a 2012-13 pilot project.  As a result it was not considered 

a good use of time or resources to investigate additional walks as part of this Review.   



 

 

  

Figure 34 Re-routing at Kinbane Head to incorporate Kinbane Castle 



 

 

3.4.12. Wider Path Network 

 

This Review also looked at the wider path network surrounding the CCW to identify ‘feeder’ 

walks linking into the CCW as well as paths which may be strategic re-routing options in the 

future. 

Currently there are eight short Quality Walks (See Figure 35) either feeding into, or in the 

vicinity of the CCW: 

- Carrick-a-Rede 

- Dunluce Castle 

- Giant’s Causeway 

- Heritage Railway 

- Lisanduff 

- North Antrim Cliff Path 

- Rathlin Island 

- White Park Bay 

There are two non-quality short walks: 

- Bonamargy Friary 

- West Bay and Ramore Head 

Medium-distance Quality Walks: 

- Portrush to Bushmills 

- Ballintoy to Bushmills 

Where a geological hazard, more scenic route or new walk was identified new paths and/or re-

routing options were identified (See Section 3.4.1. to 3.4.11).  However, as this is a Strategic 

Review, the potential links to other walks and/or extensions to the Ulster Way were assessed 

(See Figure 35).  A number of options for the future are worth noting in this report. 

 

Extending the Ulster Way 

There are a number of opportunities to extend the CCW to include the existing quality walks on 

Rathlin Island – the route could then be promoted with an overnight on the Island incorporating 

visits to RSPB and NIEA sites. 

The CCW already joins with the Moyle Way, another long-distance quality walking route of the 

Ulster Way.  

 

The Goat’s Path 

The ‘Access to the Countryside Audit for the Antrim Coast and Glens LPS’ also identified an 

aspirational walk from Ballycastle, travelling west along the cliff edge to Nelly’s Cave.  

Consultation revealed that there is a desire from local Councillor’s to see this walk developed, 

which would require infrastructural works to stabilise the edge and make it safe underfoot for 

walkers.   
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In the long term if this path was developed it would form the second half of the aspiration to 

take Section 7 of the CCW off-road completely.  Taking into account the re-routing to Kinbane 

Head, detailed in Section 3.4.10, the Goat’s Path would represent a continuation to this. 

   

Extending to Fair Head 

From Ballycastle there is an opportunity to extend the CCW to Fair Head, walking along the 

shoreline to Marconi’s Cottage.  Consultation revealed the existence of a PRoW along part of this 

section and Moyle District Council’s aspirational plans to create a cliff walk linking into the Grey 

Man’s Path.  From Fair Head there is the opportunity to extend down to Murlough Bay across 

National Trust-owned land. 

 

Linking Heritage Railway Walk with Runkerry Head and Beach Loop Walks 

There is the potential to combine the linear Heritage Railway Walk with the Runkerry Head 

and/or Runkerry Beach Loop walks to create one medium distance ‘quality’ walk, starting from 

Bushmills to the Giant’s Causeway, around Runkerry Head and back along the beach or dunes to 

re-join the heritage railway back (See Figure 26). 



 

 

  

Figure 35 Surrounding Path Network along Causeway Coast Way 



 

 

3.5. FUNDING 

3.5.1. NIEA Natural Heritage Grants Programme 

 

The Ulster Way is one of the key priorities within this programme, for example extending 

quality sections, increasing off-road provision and creating new access.  At the time of writing 

this report, the programme was closed but should be considered the main funding scheme for 

any projects being carried out on the CCW and UW in the future, for example this programme 

should be considered for new access works at Kinbane Head. 

NIEA may also be able to provide one-off funding for works on the Ulster Way if it is a high 

priority and urgency has been demonstrated, for example at Dooninish.   

NIEA also fund National Trust to maintain sections of the CCW route including permissive paths.  

Taking into account the feedback from the PPA consultees, Outdoor Recreation NI recommends 

that this is reviewed in order to ensure the resources to keep the path in ‘quality’ condition and 

status is adequate. 

 

3.5.2. The Neptune Coastal Campaign (National Trust) 

 

Formerly named ‘Enterprise Neptune’ and launched in 1965 by the National Trust, this fund 

played a significant role in acquiring large stretches of coastline across the whole of the UK 

including Northern Ireland, for the purpose of acquiring and protecting unique coastal heritage 

and habitats.   

On the CCW, the fund has been strategic in securing access from the 1960’s onwards.  For 

example the North Antrim Cliff Path was developed as a result of land purchased through this 

fund, particularly the key section from Runkerry Head to Carrick-a-Rede.   

The Campaign is nearing its 50th anniversary and so there is potential that this could be a 

funding source for some of the major aspirational projects identified in this Review, especially 

at Dooninish and White Park Bay.  

 

3.5.3. Internal Funds 

 

By adopting responsibility for the CCW, the National Trust, Coleraine Borough Council and 

Moyle District Council have a duty to maintain the route, keep the signage and furniture fit for 

purpose and generally maintain access where appropriate and subject to funding availability.   

As such, where other funding cannot be secured, or only as match, there is potential for internal 

funds of these organisations be used for projects concerning the CCW, for example, repairing 

damaged furniture, and/or replacing signage.  
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3.5.4. Summary 

 

As the Causeway Coast Way continues, as anticipated, to receive greater use in the future, the 

need for path maintenance, repair and replacement of furniture and signage becomes greater, 

thus it is integral that the necessary levels of funding and resources remain available to sustain 

the path and access to it. 

Outdoor Recreation NI recommends that the CCW continues to be a priority for funding, both 

for maintaining the existing asset but also enhancing access either through re-routing or 

creating access.    

 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Twenty-one recommendations which take the statutory environmental designations into 

account, have been proposed which Outdoor Recreation NI believe will contribute towards 

securing long-term, sustainable access for the entire Causeway Coast Way – one of the North 

Coast’s premier recreational and tourist assets.   

The recommendations are:  

 

1. Re-open access at Dooninish – remove rockfall and debris and negotiate new access 

agreement for re-routing the path over the headland   

Lead organisation - Moyle District Council (new access agreement) 

Partner organisation - National Trust (path works – subject to grant funding)  

 

2. Install drainage, re-instate the bank and continue path condition monitoring at Holy Well 

Port/Lady’s Hill Car Park  

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council 

 

3. Where deemed appropriate, consider safety management at Dominican College and on the 

Golf Links path 

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council 

 

4. Renew all permissive path agreements with the possibility of acquiring additional land 

strips in 2019, especially at Benbane Head  

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council  

 

5. Review NIEA funding and the application process for the entire CCW, especially for 

maintenance of National Trust-owned sections, Council-owned sections and in particular 
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PPA sections.  This is to ensure the quality status of the CCW route is maintained and that 

the funding is proportional to the maintenance and improvement/upgrade works that are 

required as evidenced in this Review. 

Lead organisation – NIEA in partnership with National Trust, Moyle District Council, 

Coleraine Borough Council 

Support - Outdoor Recreation NI  

 

6. Improve signage at Runkerry Beach at the end of Three Quarter Bridge to ensure walkers 

are aware of route through dunes in high tide conditions 

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council 

 

7. In line with the policy - ‘ 

Managing Visitor Safety in the Countryside’ and where deemed appropriate, consider safety 

management at Dunseverick Castle thin path section  

Lead organisation – National Trust 

 

8. Develop off-road route at Whiterocks, starting with immediate re-routing of CCW to 

boardwalks (Option 3) 

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council 

 

9. Divert CCW to Bayhead Road into Portballintrae (Option 1), with aspirational off-road route 

pursued  

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council 

Support - Outdoor Recreation NI  

 

10. Promote Runkerry Loop walk as a spur off the main route 

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council and Outdoor Recreation NI 

 

11. Develop and assess a short and medium distance ‘quality walk’ incorporating Runkerry 

Beach and Dune Loop Walk with Runkerry Head Loop Walk 

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council and Outdoor Recreation NI 

 

12. Investigate, negotiate and develop access feeding into the CCW using Landowner A’s private 

laneways  

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council 

Support - Outdoor Recreation NI 
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13. Continue negotiations with Landowner F regarding re-routing the path over the headland at 

White Park Bay East 

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council 

 

14. Subject to funding, consider addressing areas of erosion at survey locations A (The 

Amphitheatre looking east and looking west) and D (Steps on Plaiskin Head) through 

appropriate erosion management techniques 

Lead organisation – National Trust 

  

15. Subject to funding availability, at the Chimney Tops consider installing steps to minimise 

erosion and improve upslope climb.  Long-term, consider the more sustainable option of 

moving the fence line and path inland away from the cliff edge. 

Lead organisation – National Trust  

 

16. Subject to funding availability, consider upgrading the middle bridge east of Ballyreagh Golf 

Course and install signage to better inform walkers of bridge options 

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council 

 

17. Where necessary, replace all missing signage along the CCW, with priority given to Section 

1: Portstewart to Portrush. 

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council, Moyle District Council and National 

Trust in their respective sections 

 

18. Install two data counters on the CCW to monitor usage, along the Port Path at the Golf Links 

bridge and at Runkerry Beach bridge 

Lead organisation – Coleraine Borough Council and Moyle District Council 

 

19. Where deemed appropriate. incorporate CCW signage back into the new GCVC site  

Lead organisation – National Trust 

 

20. Re-convene and review the role of the Causeway Coast Way Product Management Group 

with a view to re-forming as the lead body responsible for delivering the recommendations 

of this Review, and driving the strategic management of the CCW as a whole 

Initial re-convening and chairing of group – Outdoor Recreation NI 

Chair and Secretariat - TBC 

 

21. Continue negotiation with Landowner D to establish a PPA over land at Dooninish 

Lead organisation – Moyle District Council   
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5. PRIORITY PROJECTS 

 

Although the report has identified 21 key recommendations, seven of these are considered as 

priority, in no particular order, requiring urgent attention: 

 

1. Re-open access at Dooninish – considered high priority above all others 

2. Consider safety management at Dominican College and Golf Links path section 

3. Consider safety management at Dunseverick Castle thin path section, in line with National 

Trust’s ‘Managing Visitor Safety in the Countryside’ Policy 

4. Install drainage, re-instate the bank and continue path condition monitoring at Holy Well 

Port/Lady’s Hill Car Park  

5. At Whiterocks, re-route CCW from the main access road to the boardwalks 

6. Incorporate CCW signage into the GCVC site 

7. Consider re-routing the CCW to the Bayhead Road into Portballintrae, after consulting with 

DRD Roads Service and Portballintrae Residents Association 

 

6. CONCLUSIONS 

 

This strategic review has assessed and evaluated the current route of the CCW and wider 

surrounding path network, with re-routing options identified where there is a: 

- geological hazard (highlighted by Queens University Belfast) 

- more scenic option 

- off-road paths 

- new (quality) walk 

- extensions or links to the Ulster Way 

 

An audit of footpath condition and route signage and furniture was carried out with an 

accompanying table of full costings, totalling £24,387. 

The consultation process has reaffirmed the original need for this Review, that is, the absence of 

formal access agreements, prevalence of de facto access and lack of clarity on ongoing 

maintenance responsibilities have all contributed to the problem at Dooninish where access is 

currently blocked and ultimately the long term viability of the routes as a tourist and recreation 

asset is affected. 

As a result, it is necessary that the role of each partner is clarified and understood: 

 

- Moyle District Council and Coleraine Borough Council 

Responsible for securing, negotiating and maintaining public access, on Council-owned 

land, public rights of way and permissive paths.   

Moyle District Council also recognises the pivotal role that sustainable development 

plays in solving local problems and will use it as the mechanism to achieving sustainable 
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communities. The Statutory Duty is contained within the Northern Ireland 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006 and states that “a public authority must, in 

exercising its functions, act in a way it considers best calculated to contribute to the 

achievement of sustainable development in Northern Ireland”.  

 

 

- National Trust 

Subject to funding, maintain PPA sections and areas of National Trust land and where 

appropriate, support district councils in the access process with the understanding that 

National Trust has no statutory responsibility for access 

 

- NIEA 

NIEA have no statutory authority to secure or enforce access.  Under their ‘Natural 

Heritage Vision and Strategic Plan 2020’ NIEA will support (financially and 

administratively where appropriate) the development of more off-road Ulster Way 

sections and links to communities’, greater provision of new access routes, and greater 

use of the Access Order made by Councils. 

 

- Outdoor Recreation NI  

To assist lead partners, where appropriate, in the delivering the recommendations made 

in this Review, as well as support both the district council’s and National Trust with 

issues relating to access on the CCW  

 

To deliver the recommendations of this Review, a group made up of all project partners is 

needed to develop an agreed action plan for implementing each of the recommendations.  It is 

proposed that the Causeway Coast Way Product Management Group is re-convened to review 

its role and become the lead body responsible for driving the strategic management of the CCW 

as a whole.  In the past, bodies such as this would have been most effectively chaired by the local 

council(s) who ultimately has the primary responsibility for Waymarked Ways.  Funding 

sources for this group to deliver the recommendations of this Review would also need to be 

identified.  In the case of the Mourne Access Committee, funding was via ministerial money, 

from which, request for the CCW strategic management works would most appropriately come 

from the local district councils.  

In conclusion, this Review has highlighted that the CCW is a valuable resource worth protecting, 

in terms of preserving access, enhancing the route and maintaining infrastructure.  Without the 

continued levels of funding, and where necessary, increased levels, the CCW is at risk of being 

lost.  On the other hand if the resources are invested in the route, it represents a stepping stone 

to greater walking products, such as an off-road route from Portballintrae to Fair Head. 
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8. APPENDIX 

8.1. Project Plan 

 

OBJECTIVES OUTPUTS PRIORITY METHODOLOGY TIMESCALE 

1. To identify and assess 

current natural 

erosion hazards along 

CCW route 

1.1. Identify current erosion issues especially at; 

(A) Closed section between Dunseverick 

Harbour and to Portbradden - rockfall and 

landslide, and;  

(B) Portbradden to Ballintoy – high tide issues 

HIGH Fieldwork, 

Consultation – with relevant 

stakeholders (landowners, 

land managers, user groups) 

Week 1 

1.2. Appoint a geological student to conduct a 

natural hazard survey to identify ‘high risk 

spots’ likely to fail in future (excluding 

Causeway WHS) 

HIGH Fieldwork 

GIS 

Week 5 -7 

1.3. Review alternative access and re-routing 

options with relevant landowner(s) where path 

is closed or poses a danger (dependant on 

natural hazard survey results) 

HIGH Fieldwork  

GIS 

Consultation – with relevant 

landowner(s)/manager(s) 

Week 7-10 

1.4. For ‘risk spots’, recommend contingency plans 

for acquiring additional land strip, e.g. cliff edge 

paths, or possible options for future re-routing 

MEDIUM Fieldwork 

GIS 

Consultation – with relevant 

stakeholders incl. 

landowner(s)/manager(s) 

Week 7-10, 13 

2. To conduct a footpath 

condition study 

2.1. Conduct a comparative analysis of footpath 

erosion along CCW route using 2-year Fixed-

Point Photographs 

HIGH Fieldwork 

Desktop research 

Week 1,4,8 

2.2. Conduct infrastructure survey of signage and 

furniture and identify areas for 

improvement/repair not already covered in 

any ongoing/new NIEA footpath grants 

MEDIUM Fieldwork 

Desktop research 

Consultation – with NT and 

2x Councils 

Week 1-2, 4-5 
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OBJECTIVES OUTPUTS PRIORITY METHODOLOGY TIMESCALE 

  

 2.3. For ‘risk spots’, recommend contingency plans 

for acquiring additional land strip, e.g. at 

Benbane Head, or possible options for future re-

routing 

MEDIUM Fieldwork 

GIS 

Consultation – with relevant 

stakeholders incl. 

landowner(s)/manager(s) 

Final Report 

Week 5, 13 

2.4. Identify and cost for any infrastructure repairs MEDIUM Desktop research Week 12 

3. To review current 

access and ownership 

status for entire route 

(PRoW/PPA/De 

Facto) 

 

3.1. Map land ownership along CCW route and 

identify ‘priority areas’ with no formal access 

agreement 

HIGH Desktop research 

GIS 

Week 1-4 

3.2. For ‘priority areas’, assess formal access 

agreement options through discussion with 

landowners (e.g. PPA, land acquisition or access 

lease) 

HIGH Consultation – with 

landowner(s)/manager(s) 

Week 7-10 

3.3. Dependant on 3.2., recommend ‘way forward’ 

options to secure formal access agreement 

along entire CCW route  

HIGH Consultation – with 

landowner(s)/manager(s) 

Final Report 

Week 13 

3.4. Recommend options for renewing existing 

PPA’s  

MEDIUM Consultation – with 

landowner(s)/manager(s) 

Final Report 

Week 13 

4. To investigate future 

funding to ensure 

long-term quality 

status of CCW 

4.1. Review application process and current funding 

budget for CCW maintenance  

MEDIUM Desktop research 

Consultation - with NT and 

2x Councils 

Week 2, 12, 

ongoing 

4.2. Identify additional funding streams for 

infrastructure repairs not currently covered by 

any ongoing/new footpath grants 

MEDIUM Desktop research Week 12 

4.3. Identify funding streams available for major 

route diversion works, especially at 

Dunseverick Harbour blockage area 

MEDIUM Desktop research Week 12 
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5. To review the 

network of paths 

feeding into the main 

CCW route with the 

potential for strategic 

re-routing  

5.1. Map smaller paths that link to CCW within the 

extents of the AONB  

MEDIUM Desktop research 

GIS 

Week 1-5 

5.2. Identify and assess paths with the potential to 

re-route the CCW for the purpose of ; 

(a) Greater scenic value 

(b) Long-term safety and/or access concerns 

(c) Greater off-road provision 

MEDIUM Desktop research 

GIS 

Fieldwork 

Week 9 

5.3. Where feasible and desirable, recommend 

options for re-routing CCW to more scenic 

paths, e.g. around Runkerry Head 

MEDIUM Desktop research 

GIS 

Fieldwork 

Final Report 

Week 13 

5.4. Identify and promote loop walks feeding into 

CCW especially those of ‘quality walk’ status, 

e.g. Runkerry Head loop, Templestragh, 

Portbradden Road and Giant’s Causeway 

LOW 

 

Desktop research 

GIS 

Fieldwork 

Week 5, 9 

5.5. Investigate the development/promotion of a 

quality walk at Fairhead & Rathlin 

LOW Desktop research 

GIS 

Fieldwork 

Week 1, 5, 11 

6. To conduct a pilot 

study investigating 

the potential to take 

Section 6/7 Carrick-a-

Rede – Ballycastle off-

road  

6.1. Identify potential off-road route/path options  LOW 

 

Desktop research 

GIS 

Week 1-5 

6.2. Assess condition and suitability  LOW Fieldwork Week 9 

6.3. Identify ownership and options for securing 

access to land, e.g. acquisition, lease, PRoW, etc. 

LOW Desktop research,  

Consultation – with 

landowner(s)/manager(s) 

Week 10 

OBJECTIVES OUTPUTS PRIORITY METHODOLOGY TIMESCALE 



 

 

8.2. QUB Geological Study 

 

Summary 

Six locations (identified by Fiona Barbour), as well as some intervening sites (identified en 

route) were examined on 28th September 2012 with regard to cliff/slope stability, access and 

possible remediation options. A range of potential hazards and possible remediation actions 

were identified. These range from no action, to re-routing of paths or cliff stabilisation. Of 

greatest concern are a series of active slips directly above the Amphitheatre at the Giant's 

Causeway, the lack of access between Portbraddan and Dunseverick, and the overhang below 

Dominican College at Portstewart. Along the entire cliff top path, options should be considered 

for extending lateral spread of visitors. The current landward boundaries concentrate 

recreational forces in a narrow area and increase existing hazards. 

 

Methods Deployed 

Examinations of the rock types and materials making up the bedrock, overlying drift/soil and 

geomorphology were carried out visually by the four authors, who discussed interpretations of 

the areas and possible mitigation methods. All locations identified by Fiona Barbour were 

examined, notes taken (available on request) and photographed. Key images, which support the 

understanding of the descriptions, are inserted where appropriate (photographs available on 

request). 

 

Location Descriptions and Possible Mitigation 

i) Location One (281433, 438040 Irish Grid) - Coastal Path below Dominican College, 

Portstewart 

Description 

This location comprises a tarmac footpath from Portstewart promenade westwards towards 

Portstewart Strand. The path passes below the foundations of Dominican College, which have 

been built upon fractured basalt bedrock (Figure One). A buttress in the bedrock causes the 

path to follow a bend (Figure Two). The lower 2-3m of the buttress comprises basalt with 

horizontal and vertical jointing on a metre scale. From 2-3m to the top of the cliff, some 5-6m 
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above the path, the joint spacing changes gradually to 20-30cm, again in vertical and horizontal 

attitudes. These blocks are loose and will fall at some point, onto the footpath below. 

Possible Mitigation 

Like many of the locations described, removal of loose blocks could provide a temporary 

solution, but the more closely jointed basalt blocks of the upper cliff section will successively 

become loose and fall. Because of the high pedestrian flow, consultation with a civil engineer is 

recommended. Wire netting, anchored by rock bolts, with possible further rock bolting should 

be considered. 

 

Figure One: Fractured Basalt Bedrock - Dominican College Portstewart 

 

 

Figure Two: Buttress / Overhang below Dominican College 

Top 2-3m section of cliff: loose 

blocks 

Lower2-3m section of cliff: buttress 

in the bedrock 
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ii) Location Two (283651, 439567 Irish Grid) - Golf Links Path, Portstewart 

Description 

At this location, the coastal path extends around a buttress of fractured basalt bedrock. The 

fracturing is similar to that seen below Dominican College at Location One. Massive basalt in the 

lower 2-3m of the section is separated with 1-2m spaced joints, passing into more densely-

fractured basalt to the top of the cliff/buttress section. Loose blocks in the upper section are 

easily identified (Figure Three).  

Possible Mitigation 

At this location there is space to re-route the path seaward by 3-5m. This would require cutting 

a small section through an old field boundary which runs perpendicular to the cliff. The path 

could rejoin at its position to the east. Should this solution not be possible due to land 

ownership on the seaward side, similar rock netting and bolts as described for Location One 

could be considered. 

 

 

Figure Three: Fractured Basalt Buttress - Golf Links Path, Portstewart 
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iii) Location Three (283194, 439420 Irish Grid) - Lady’s Hill   

A slump occurs below the path (Figure Four) on the eastern side with an older slump in the 

bend on the western side. The path should be moved landward in this location. 

 

Figure Four: Slump/Translational Slide below Footpath at Lady's Hill 

 

iv) Location Four (295289, 445079 Irish Grid) – Above the Amphitheatre, Giant’s Causeway 

Description 

At this location a series of, arcuate scarp slope slips can be observed, extending4-5m long (E-W) 

and 2-3m wide (N-S) (Figure Five). The scarps are 10-30cm in height and expose some fresh 

soil. The nature of these failures below their surface expression cannot be determined. They 

maybe soil failures, deeper rock fractures, or a combination of both. During October 2011 a 

major rock fall event (Figure Six) caused the cliff to retreat by c. 2-3m. Inclined basalt columns 

(60o to horizontal) of the cliff below are susceptible to toppling and mass block release. These 

undercut overlying material and increase potential for high magnitude failures (McDonnell and 

Smith, 2000). A significant overhang remains close to the coastal footpath. Further rock falls of 

similar or greater magnitude are possible.  

 

Possible Remediation 
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Without examination of the cliff to the seaward side of these slips, it is impossible to say 

whether these are soil and/or rock failures. To avoid the dangerous overhang and account for 

natural cliff retreat, options should be examined for re-routing the path inland by 5-10m. 

Engineering solutions on the cliff below are discouraged as slope failures are essential for 

maintaining habitats which are protected under the European Union's Habitats Directive. 

 

Figure Five: Largest Arcuate Scarp Slope Slip above the Amphitheatre 

 

 

Figure Six: Major Rock Fall and Undercutting below the Footpath October 2011 
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v) Location Five (298771, 444498 Irish Grid) - Dunseverick Thin Path 

Description 

To the east of Dunseverick Car Park, the path thins considerably and passes alongside a wall by 

the road, over a thin boardwalk with a dangerous drop seaward. 

Possible Mitigation 

No mitigation can occur along the path by Dunseverick Car Park, walkers should be routed 

along the road. 

 

vi) Location Six (300252, 444372 Irish Grid) - Portninish Harbour to Portbraddan 

Description 

From the car park at Portninish (walking east), the path passes through a grassed bay towards 

an east-west buttress of basalt. Here the original path passes to the north through a gate 

(recently blocked by a rockfall) into Portachornan where steps up the cliff face have been 

destroyed by a recent landslide (Figure Seven). At the top of the collapsed steps a thin path 

crosses the cliff top with a dangerous drop seaward and evidence of recent landslips (Figure 

Eight). The path is impassable at this point and a landowner has erected signage on an adjacent 

gate, warning that there is no access onto private property. Eastwards the coastal path moves 

through a small valley and across a stream in Portacallan. Towards Portbraddan the path 

ascends basalt steps and through a rock arch before crossing a boulder beach where it rejoins 

the tarmac road in Portbraddan. 

Possible Mitigation 

The steps could be reinstated in Portachornan, however there remains a high possibility of 

further damaging landslips. Alternatively the path could be re-routed south, upslope behind the 

basalt buttress to rejoin the existing path where the existing steps have failed. At this point and 

eastwards to Portacallan, the path should be moved inland and away from the cliff edge.  This 

would require negotiation/purchase of a 5-10m wide strip of farmland on the southern 

(landward) side.  Existing signage is inadequate and notices should be posted at Portbraddan to 

warn walkers of the closure/dangers. Access to Portachornan (where basalt columns of 
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aesthetic and scientific interest are located) could be facilitated by removal of debris from the 

existing gate and posting of signage which warns visitors of possible rockfall. 

Within Portacallan, the small stream (300562, 444451 Irish Grid) requires some negotiation 

and could be bridged or stepped (Figure Nine). Towards Portbraddan and through the Arch, the 

path could be widened, stepped and moved shoreward, away from the cliff to reduce the risk 

from falling blocks and soil. The basalt steps at the Arch (Figure Ten) are poorly located and 

slippery. Consideration should be given to use of a different material for steps at this location. 

 

Figure Seven: Steps at Portachornan Destroyed by Landslip 

 

Figure Eight: Thin Path Damaged by Landslips, Portcallan 
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Figure Nine: Stream Crossing, Portacallan 

 

 

Figure Nine: Basalt Steps Below Unstable Cliffs, Portcallan 
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vi) Location Seven (300842, 444290 Irish Grid) - Tidal Issues at Portbraddan/White Park Bay 

Description 

A number of dwellings and a small stone walled harbour face east at Portbraddan. The shore 

comprises cobbles and sand, walls, a road with houses behind and the cliff. The area is protected 

from westerly weather, but less frequent northerly or eastern storms could affect the shoreline.  

At Portbradden there is no threat from the sea on the path above any other location on the coast 

of NW Europe – storminess will likely increase and sea level will likely rise, but the location 

does not have the instability issues of the other sites. 

 

Possible Mitigation 

Rock armour of vulnerable locations could be considered where necessary to protect against the 

limited tidal/storm surge activity here. 

 

Conclusion 

This report presents discussions of several hazardous areas identified along the Causeway 

Coastal Path. Interpretation of the features is presented along with mitigation and potential 

remediation actions. The investigation identified, in addition to areas comprising the main remit 

of the study, additional areas of slope instability, primarily a back scarp arrangement indicative 

of a large active slip in the Amphitheatre (Port Reostan). Mitigation issues presented are 

tailored depending on site-specific geomorphological conditions and the present coastal path 

arrangement. Mitigation options include no action to taken, re-routing of paths, cliff 

stabilization and limited engineering solutions. 

 

References 

Mc Donnell, B. and Smith, B.J, 2000, Slope Failures at the Giants Causeway 1995- 

1998, Report prepared for the Environment and Heritage Service, Department of the 
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8.3. Furniture and Signage Audit Results 

 

SECTION 1: PORTSTEWART - PORTRUSH 

              

ITEM SIGNAGE TOTAL FAULT NO. Details GR 

1 Metal Sign X4 Missing x1 Point 50 - sign is missing IC 815385 

2 Square Post X28 Post missing       

      All disks missing x24     

      1x disk missing x4     

      2x disks missing       

  

  FURNITURE   Condition Repair/Replace Details GR 

3 Interpretation Panel           

4 Kissing Gate           

5 Bridge           

6 Stile - Step Over           

6.1. Stile A-frame           

              

  Total x32         
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SECTION 2: PORTRUSH - PORTBALLINTRAE 

              

ITEM SIGNAGE TOTAL FAULT NO. Details GR 

1 Metal Sign x8         

2 Square Post x10 Post missing x1 Point 60 missing at Watersports Centre IC 860405 

      All disks missing       

      1x disk missing       

      2x disks missing       

              

  

  FURNITURE   Condition Repair/Replace Details GR 

3 Interpretation Panel           

4 Kissing Gate x3 Fit for purpose No     

5 Bridge           

6 Stile - Step Over           

6.1. Stile A-frame           

              

  Total x21         
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SECTION 3: PORTBALLINTRAE - GIANTS CAUSEWAY 

              

ITEM SIGNAGE TOTAL FAULT NO. Details GR 

1 Metal Sign x3 Missing x2 Points 100,110( at Runkerry Road) 

IC 943 435 / IC 942 

436 

2 Square Post x9 Post missing x5 

All CCW posts missing within new GCVC site / 

not signed on new interpretation panels (Point 

80, 120 -160) 

  

      All disks missing x1 

Point 50 - All disks pointing to Portballintrae 

are missing / 1 arrow disk to GCVC is missing 

IC 937 434 

      1x disk missing       

      2x disks missing       

  

  FURNITURE   Condition Repair/Replace Details GR 

3 

Interpretation 

Panel x1 Fit for purpose     

  

4 Kissing Gate x1 

Not present due to new 

fence     

  

5 Bridge x1 Fit for purpose       

6 Stile - Step Over x1 Non-existent       

6.1. Stile A-frame           

              

  Total x16         

 

NEW furniture required between Point 40 and 50 

Point 45 - square post @ end of 3/4 Bridge to go right through dunes or left across beach (IC 933 423) 

Point 47 - square post @ diversion of gravel path with heritage railway line, signpost leading down to beach (IC 939 433) 

Point 48 - include bridge at Runkerry Hotel/end of Bushfoot Strand beach on audit (IC 937 434) 
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SECTION 4: GIANTS CAUSEWAY - DUNSEVERICK CASTLE 

              

ITEM SIGNAGE TOTAL FAULT NO. Details GR 

1 Metal Sign x0 N/A       

2 Square Post x6 Post missing x2 Point 20 (VC) and 30 (Giants Chair)   

      

All disks 

missing x1 Point 60 - No disks IC 965458 

      

1x disk 

missing x2 P40 - NT black disk missing IC 952450 

          

P120 - only CCW blue disk present - requires arrow and 

NT disks IC 977452 

      

2x disks 

missing       

  

  FURNITURE   Condition Repair/Replace Details GR 

3 

Interpretation 

Panel x1 Missing x1     

4 Kissing Gate x2 FFP       

5 Bridge x2 FFP       

6 Stile - Step Over x5 FFP       

6.1. Stile A-frame x2 FFP       

              

  Total x18         

 

 

 

 



Page 77 of 80 

 

SECTION 5: DUNSEVERICK CASTLE - BALLINTOY HARBOUR 

              

ITEM SIGNAGE TOTAL FAULT NO. Details GR 

1 Metal Sign x2 None       

2 Square Post x10 Post missing       

      All disks missing       

      1x disk missing x3 Point 110 - no disks on east side ID 000444 

          Point 240 - only CCW disk ID 007445 

          Point 260 - replace NT disks ID 008442 

      2x disks missing       

  

  FURNITURE   Condition Repair/Replace Details GR 

3 Interpretation Panel x1 FFP No     

4 Kissing Gate x0 N/A       

5 Bridge x3 2x FFP No     

      1x Replaced Yes Point 50 - lower plank rotting IC 994444 

6 Stile - Step Over x14 10x FFP No     

      2x maintained Yes 

Point 220 - unstable and wobbly / Point 

310 - missing fencing and barbed wire 

exposed 

ID 006444 

/ ID 

032450 

      2x replaced Yes 

Point 230 - unstable and wobbly / Point 

300 - stile gone 

ID006444 / 

ID 030450 

6.1. Stile A-frame x4 FFP No     

7 Other (wooden stairs) x2 1x FFP No     

      1x Replaced Yes 

Point 180 - need replaced in next 5 

years 

ID 004444 

              

  Total x36         

 



Page 78 of 80 

 

SECTION 6: BALLINTOY HARBOUR - CARRICK-A-REDE 

              

ITEM SIGNAGE TOTAL FAULT NO. Details GR 

1 Metal Sign   None       

2 Square Post x3 Post missing       

      All disks missing       

      1x disk missing       

      2x disks missing       

  

  FURNITURE   Condition Repair/Replace Details GR 

3 Interpretation Panel x1 FFP       

4 Kissing Gate x1 FFP       

5 Bridge x1 FFP       

6 Stile - Step Over           

6.1. Stile A-frame           

              

  Total x6         
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SECTION 7: CARRICK-A-REDE - BALLYCASTLE 

              

ITEM SIGNAGE TOTAL FAULT NO. Details GR 

1 Metal Sign x4         

2 Square Post x1 Post missing       

      All disks missing       

      1x disk missing       

      2x disks missing       

  

  FURNITURE   Condition Repair/Replace Details GR 

3 Interpretation Panel x1 Non-existent       

4 Kissing Gate           

5 Bridge           

6 Stile - Step Over           

6.1. Stile A-frame           

              

  Total x6         

 

New furniture required between Point 40 and 50 

Point 55 - square post leading into farm lane (IC 098 421) 

Point 57 - new audit sheet for metal signage at end of private laneway and junction with Clare 

Road (IC 105 419) 
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