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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
There is currently no formal access route linking Ballygally with Carnfunnock Country Park despite
both sites being key assets (social, economic, environmental) for both the local community and
visitors exploring the Causeway Coastal Route.
Outdoor Recreation NI was commissioned by Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust to
investigate options for the development of a walking trail linking Ballygally with Carnfunnock
Country Park which is safe, sustainable, accessible and enjoyable.
This aim of this study was:

‘To identify and recommend a safe, sustainable, accessible and enjoyable trail which links
Carnfunnock Country Park and Ballygally village’.

Through a series of consultation meetings and fieldwork two options were identified that could be
developed. These options were appraised against the following criteria:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Access Status
Safety
Sustainability
Accessibility
Enjoyment
Cost

Based on the scoring and consultation feedback one route was identified for development: 1/ The
Coast Road.
This is the community’s preferred route and the development of it would bring significant social and
economic benefits to the people of Ballygally and Larne; not least through improved connectivity and
extension of the existing footpath from Larne to Carnfunnock.
Consultation with Transport NI has revealed that a footpath along the Coast Road is unlikely to be
considered in the near future based primarily on environmental impact and significant financial cost.
As a result this report recommends that:
(A) The Daffodil Lane route is developed in the short term as a link route between Ballygally and
Carnfunnock Country Park
And in the event that funding becomes available;
(B) A technical and economic feasibility study is carried out on the Coast Road route
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2 INTRODUCTION
2.1. Background
In July 2014 Outdoor Recreation NI was commissioned by Causeway Coast & Glens Heritage Trust
to undertake a study looking at options for a route linking Carnfunnock Country Park and Ballygally
village, located on the Antrim Coast Road.
The aim of the study was:
‘To identify and recommend a safe, sustainable, accessible and enjoyable trail which links
Carnfunnock Country Park and Ballygally village’.
The objectives were to:
-

Identify and review current routes used to access the Country Park from Ballygally and vice
versa

-

Identify the issues with current access

-

Identify land ownership in the area

-

Identify potential routes for future development

-

Undertake an appraisal of future route options to identify a route for recommendation

To achieve the above Outdoor Recreation NI undertook the following actions1:
-

Set up a steering group of stakeholders to consult with and feedback research findings. This
group included but was not exclusively limited to:
o

Larne Borough Council

o

Carnfunnock Country Park

o

Ballygally Community Development Association

o

Cairndhu Golf Club

o

Ballygally Holiday Apartments

-

Consultation with landowners and the local community

-

Site visit

-

GIS mapping

-

‘Options Appraisal’ analysis

The outcome of these actions was to identify a route which is reflective of what the community
want to see developed and what the landowners will permit.

2.2. Need for the Study
Carnfunnock Country Park is a major asset and resource for recreation, health, learning and
enjoyment for both the local community of Ballygally and visitors exploring the picturesque

1

See Appendix 8.1. for full explanation of methodology
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‘Causeway Coastal Route’2. Despite only being one mile away from Ballygally there is no safe, formal
access route linking the village to the Country Park.
Instead, residents and visitors travelling from Ballygally to the Country Park and vice versa have to
walk along the A2 Coast Road without any footpath. This is a narrow road with a low-hanging
bridge and precipitous sides on both the land and sea side. The traffic can often be fast and busy,
making it a dangerous route for walkers particularly those with small children, buggies, wheelchairs
and dogs.
As a result walkers have sought alternative routes over the Ballygally headland to avoid the A2 road
subsequently leading to issues of trespass through private land and informal path creation.
The current situation is not sustainable or satisfactory in the long term.
The lack of a link route between Ballygally and the Country Park and the associated issues this brings
has long been acknowledged by Larne Borough Council. For the last 10 plus years discussions have
occurred between Council and local landowners to address this issue but to no fruition. The local
community has in the past approached Planning Service NI with proposals for a footpath running
parallel to the A2 road on the seaward side which would link the village and Country Park, and also
connect into the coastal footpath which runs from Carnfunnock Country Park into Larne.
This current study is needed to highlight the above issues and provide an update on the current
status quo; i.e. what is the public opinion on this matter today? The study is needed to identify what
routes are currently being used and what options there may be for future development. Mostly this
study is needed to consult with landowners to clarify where they stand on permitting access through
their respective lands, if any at all.
This report will assess the different route options with potential for development which have been
identified by the community and landowners through consultation. Subsequent to this a route will
be recommended which is:
- Formal, safe, sustainable, accessible and enjoyable
- Representative of what the local people want developed; and
- Permitted access by the landowner(s)
This report can then be used to seek financial support to complete any proposed path development
works as and when funding becomes available.
It is anticipated that creating a natural heritage trail linking Ballygally with Carnfunnock Country Park
and any other facilities/amenities in between, will enhance the mobility of local people and the
visitor’s experience to the area.
It will also contribute to the achievement of one the CCGHT’s aims; ‘to promote access and
enjoyment of the Antrim Coast & Glens AONB’ as defined in the Nature Conservation and Amenity
Lands Order (1985).

2

Carnfunnock Country Park is one of the designated points of interest along the Causeway Coastal Route
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3 THE STUDY AREA
Carnfunnock Country Park is situated two miles south of Ballygally along the A2 Coast Road in the
Antrim Coast and Glens Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Between the village and Country Park
lies Ballygally Holiday Apartments, Cairndhu Golf Club and Cairndhu House all directly accessible
from the road.

Carnfunnock Country Park
The Country Park is owned and managed by Larne Borough Council. The site has 5 waymarked
walking routes – Woodland Trail (2.5 miles), Garden Trail (0.8 miles), Heritage Trail (1.6 miles),
Shore Trail (1.5 miles) and Biodiversity/Fitness Trail (1.5 miles). The Woodland Trail in particular
runs to the eastern end which is considered the ‘back’ of the Country Park. The site contains the
following facilities/attractions:
- Visitor centre with cafe, gift shop and education centre
- Walled garden and Maze
- 9-hole golf course (privately owned) and Driving Range and Academy (to south of country park)
- ‘Activity Centre Area’ incorporating adventure playground and putting green
- ‘Family Fun Zone’ (leased to and managed by private activity provider) incorporating miniature
railway, 18-hole mini golf, remote control boats and trucks, bouncy castle and bungee run
- Touring Caravan Park and camp site

Cairndhu Golf Club
This is an 18-hole course situated on the headlands of Ballygally offering golfers stunning views of the
Larne coastline. The Golf Club was originally located in Larne but moved to Cairndhu in 1954. A
new clubhouse was built and opened in 1958. During this time the course also grew from 9 to 18
holes through the lease of lands from the East Antrim Hospital Authority and Larne Borough
Council. Today the entire grounds are owned by Cairndhu Golf Club.

Cairndhu House
This is a listed building (Grade B1) that was built in 1875. Until 1947 the House and original grounds
(162 acres) served as Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon’s private home, when it was donated to NI
Hospitals Authority which operated the building as a hospital. In 1986 the property and then 22
acres of land was acquired by Larne Borough Council and subsequently sold to a private property
developer in 1995.
Today the house and grounds (about 10 acres) sit in dereliction; the product of vandalism and
neglect. The House remains in private ownership.

Ballygally Holiday Apartments
This is a private run business offering 7 self-catering apartments located in the centre of Ballygally.
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Fig. 1 Land Ownership
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4 LAND OWNERSHIP
The following landowners have been identified through this study as owning land between
Carnfunnock Country Park and Ballygally; Larne Borough Council, Cairndhu Golf Club and Others
(Private).

Larne Borough Council
The Council is the majority land owner. Land consists predominantly of Carnfunnock Country Park
and agricultural land; a portion of which is leased out to tenant farmers. Within Carnfunnock
Country Park the Driving Range and Academy, Family Fun Zone and Home Farm Buildings are
leased to third party private operators.
The foreshore (defined as the area between low and high water mark) is typically owned by the
Crown Estate. In this case, the foreshore between Island Magee and Garron Point incorporating the
study area is long term leased to Larne Borough Council. This agreement pre-dates 1983.
Opposite the Country Park is the Boat House which is owned by Council but leased to Cairndhu
Rowing Club. This area of sea around the boat house has been identified as having potential for
water sports development subject to feasibility and demand.

Cairndhu Golf Club
This privately-owned club owns the second greatest portion of land mostly covering Ballygally Head
and extending down to the shore. Of particular note is that between Carnfunnock Country Park
and Ballygally the Golf Club owns the seaward side of the A2 Coast Road up to the high water mark.
During consultation the club stated that there would be no objection to using this strip of land for
the development of a footpath.
The Golf Club is in the process of purchasing a wooded area of land to the south west of the golf
course. This strip of land is currently owned by Larne Borough Council and is part of the Country
Park. At the edge of this land is the top of Daffodil Lane which is an important access point into the
‘back’ of the Country Park from Ballygally.

Others (Private)
The Cairndhu House site comprises a significant portion of land adjacent to the Country Park and is
under private ownership. There is however a Right of Way running through the site facilitating
access for Country Park staff and the Gate Lodge owners.
The cottage at the entrance to Carnfunnock Country Park, known also as the Gate Lodge, is under
private ownership, as is the Gate Lodge at the entrance to Cairndhu House.
Ballygally Holiday Apartments own a small portion of land to the rear of the building and underneath
Ballygally Head.
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5 CURRENT ACCESS & ISSUES
To avoid the A2 Coast Road users have sought alternative routes to access the Country Park.
This chapter outlines the access routes used currently and historically. Each route is described with
an accompanying map. The associated strengths and issues of each route are also outlined.
Identifying the current/historical routes used by people to get to the Country Park gives an
indication of the type of route which local people want and like to use. Best practice is to take these
routes into consideration as the basis from which to develop a new route in the future.
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1/ The Coast Road
Route No:

1

Route
Name:

The Coast Road

Description:

The 2.7km route follows the A2 Coast
Road from Ballygally to Carnfunnock
Country Park. There is no footpath;
walkers share the road with bicycles,
motorbikes and motor vehicles. The
speed limit of the road is 60 mph.

Strengths:

Flat terrain which is conducive for most
abilities, wheelchairs and buggies.
Most direct route between the village
and Country Park
Offers scenic views of the coastline
Provides walking access into Cairndhu
Golf Club from the village and Country
Park

Issues:

No footpath
Busy and dangerous road for traffic
Significant capital works required

Fig. 2 The Coast Road Route
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2/ Daffodil Lane connecting to Woodland Trail
Route No:

2

Route
Name:

Daffodil Lane connecting to Woodland Trail

Description:

From Ballygally Castle the 1.5km route follows the public
footpath along Croft Road onto Millvale and Daffodil Lane.
The route follows Daffodil Lane to the top where the route
veers right and connects into the Woodland Trail. This is
known as ‘the back entrance’ into the Country Park.
Daffodil Lane is a 3 metre wide laneway with rough gravel
surface. There is uncertainty over the ownership of
Daffodil Lane, i.e. Road Service or Council. The Woodland
Trail is a single track path with gravel (small) surface.

Strengths:

Existing route – currently and historically used regularly by
dog walkers and regular walkers
Much of it is off-road or on quiet roads
Connects into existing Woodland Trail
Easily accessible from village
Daffodil Lane is Council-owned for the most part

Issues:

No scenic views of the coastline
Daffodil Lane is a steep slope and may not be accessible for
most abilities especially wheelchairs and buggies
Japanese knotweed growth along laneway
Derelict buildings and fly tipping
Route is secluded; perceived personal safety risk
Informal mountain bike trails along the Woodland Trail
Could be better promoted
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Fig. 3 Daffodil Lane Route

3/ Rear of Ballygally Holiday Apartments connecting to Woodland Trail
Route No:

3

Route
Name:

Rear of Ballygally Holiday Apartments
connecting to Woodland Trail

Description:

The 1km route starts opposite the slipway car
park to the east of Ballygally Holiday
Apartments (BHA). The route follows an old
laneway across 2 stiles (1 of which was installed
by BHA) and through several fields grazed by
sheep (lower fields owned by the Golf Club)
and cattle (upper fields owned by the Council).
The route exits the fields at the top of Daffodil
Lane and connects into the Woodland Trail.

Strengths:

100% off-road route from the village
Offer continuous views of the coastline and
Ballygally Head
Parking at Ballygally Slipway car park

Issues:

Hazard - crosses fields used for sheep and
cattle grazing
Steep and uneven terrain underfoot – technical
walk with consistent climbing to the top of
Ballygally Head
Several fences to cross
No permission in place for access
Occasionally used by visitors staying at BHA
Risk of golf balls landing in area beneath
Ballygally Head (from tenth green and driving
range)
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Fig. 4 Rear of Ballygally Holiday Apartments connecting to Woodland Trail Route

4/ Whin Road stile connecting to Woodland Trail
Route No:

4

Route
Name:

Whin Road stile connecting to
Woodland Trail

Description: This 0.7km route follows the same
route as Route No. 3 above but
starts at a stile to the rear of
private residential homes on Whin
Road (cul-de-sac). The stile would
indicate that this route is used
historically but not currently by
residents or visitors.
Strengths:

Predominantly off-road
Stile exists
Offer scenic views of the coastline

Issues:

Stile located on private road – no
parking
Hazard - crosses fields used for
sheep and cattle grazing
Steep and uneven terrain
underfoot – technical walk with
consistent climbing to the top of
Ballygally Head
Several fences to cross
No permission in place for access
Risk of golf balls landing in area
beneath Ballygally Head (from
tenth green and driving range)
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Fig. 5 Whin Road connecting to Woodland Trail Route

5 FUTURE TRAIL OPTIONS
Outdoor Recreation NI held a consultation meeting on Thursday 25th September 2014 in Ballygally
Hall. The following representatives attended:
-

Ballygally Community Development Association x5
Carnfunnock Country Park x1
Cairndhu Golf Club x2

Subsequent consultation was conducted with:
-

Ballygally Holiday Apartments (14th October; in person)
Transport NI (20th October; telephone)

The issues pertinent to access between Ballygally and Carnfunnock Country Park today and the
preferred route(s) for development were discussed. The route options identified for future
development by consultees are outlined below.

The PREFERRED route for development is – 1/ The Coast Road.
For both the local community and landowners consulted this is the preferred route for future
development based on a combination of reasons;
-

Improves connectivity between the Country Park and village
Improves access on foot to the Golf Club
It is the most scenic route; offers panoramic views of the coastline along the entire length
It is flat terrain and accessible for most abilities
It is the most direct route and visible to visitors
It will connect into and extend the coastal path from Larne
Avoids land used for grazing
Avoids access agreements over private land

Developing this route would have strategic and significant social and economic benefits for the local
community and visiting tourists. A coastal path from Larne to Ballygally would improve the
connectivity with Larne and Drains Bay and the rest of the coastal path; it would enhance the
tourism product on offer particularly for walkers; it would increase visitors to the Country Park
from Larne and Ballygally; it would add value to the Causeway Coastal Route (driving) and it may
strengthen the case for a walking route around the entire Northern Ireland coastline3.
The creation of this footpath has long been a priority for Ballygally Community and Development
Association (previously known as Ballygally Rotary Club). The community first submitted a proposal
to Planning Service NI in 2002 but received no response. This route still remains the priority for
development for the community.

The SECOND development option is – 2/ Daffodil Lane connecting to the Woodland Trail.

3

Down District Council are currently out to tender for a feasibility study for a coastal walking route between
Portavogie and Kilkeel. In the future a coastal walking route from Larne to Ballygally, combined with a Mourne
Coastal Walking route and all the existing coastal walks (e.g. Causeway Coast Way; North Down Coastal
Path) would significantly increase the portion of access to the Northern Irish coastline for walking.
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Despite the issues identified in Chapter 4 this route is suggested for development because it is an
existing route regularly used by local residents to access the Country Park. The route consists of an
established laneway and formal woodland trail therefore would require less development than the
Coast Road. On the other hand it could be better promoted to locals and efforts made to improve
the perceived personal safety risk. However if both the Coast Road and Daffodil Lane routes were
developed and combined with the Woodland Trail the result would be a 5 mile circular walking
route around Ballygally.

Routes 3 and 4 were discussed as potential for development and dismissed on the basis that the
initial part of both routes crosses either private land or land leased to tenant farmers for cattle
and/or sheep grazing. The nature of the terrain and the fact that the proposed area is in the landing
zone of the driving range above, these routes were deemed least desirable for development.
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6 FUTURE TRAIL OPTIONS APPRAISAL
This chapter assesses the two future trail options against the following criteria:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Access Status
Safety
Sustainability
Accessibility
Enjoyment
Cost

Each route is ‘appraised’ and given a score of how well it performs against each criteria. Scoring will
be based on a scale of 1 to 5 – see Table 1. Both trail options are then ranked.

No. Criteria

Considerations/Explanation

Score

1

What is the permission status of the route?
Is there formal access agreements in place?

1 – No permission is likely to
be granted for some/ all of the
route

Access Status

What is the ability to achieve formal access
agreements along entire route?

2 – Unlikely to obtain
permission for full route
3 – Some permissions in place
4 – Likely to get/ already have
in place permission for most
of route
5 – Permission guaranteed for
full route

2

Safety

How hazardous is the route – on technical
and personal safety basis?

1 – Least safe
5 – Most safe

Technical – how much of the route is onroad? Is the route along a cliff edge?
Personal - Is the route through fields with
cattle in? Is the route secluded?
3

4

5

6

Sustainability

Accessibility

Enjoyment

Cost

How environmentally sustainable is the
route? How much maintenance/management
will be required?

1 – Least sustainable

Is the route across steep and difficult terrain?
Is the gradient and path surface suitable for
all/most abilities?

1 – Least accessible

How enjoyable is the route to walk? Does
the route take in scenic views? Is it away
from traffic? Does it take in points of
interest, e.g. monuments, picnic benches, etc?

1 – Least enjoyable

What costs would be involved to develop the
path?

1 – Highest cost

5 – Most sustainable

5 – Most accessible

5 – Most enjoyable

5 – Lowest cost

Table 1 Appraisal Criteria and Scoring for Future Routes
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ROUTE 1/ The Coast Road
No. Criteria

Comments

1

•
•

Access
Status

•

•
2

Safety

•
•
•
•

3

Sustainability

•

•
•
4

Accessibility

•

•

Score

There are currently no access agreements in place
Landowners/managers along the route are:
o Inland to the high water mark – Cairndhu Golf Club
o High to the low water mark – Larne Borough Council leased by
Crown Estate)
o A2 Coast Road – Transport NI
Permission for a footpath from Carnfunnock Country Park to Ballygally
on the seaward side of the A2 road has been verbally expressed by
Cairndhu Golf Club
Formal agreements and planning permission would be required from
private landowners, Crown Estate, Roads Service and Planning Service NI

3

Creation of a public footpath adjacent to the road would be the safest
option in terms of personal risk
There is a minimal safety risk caused by the coastal position of path
especially at times of bad weather/storms
Personal safety – low risk due to road being well lit and regularly
travelled by members of the public (i.e. not secluded)
The safety risk would be increased if a path was created on the land side
of the road due to potential rock fall from the cliff sides and crossing
lands which are sheep and cattle grazed

4

Once developed this route would be sustainable – it is developed upon
existing land except for approximately 360 metres around the headland.
This section, and possibly others, may involve building out a path surface
on top of rocky foreshore.
Sustainability is reduced effect of coastal weathering and storms will
exert greater erosion of footpath compared to other environments
On the land side footpath creation would involve cutting through the cliff
face – reduces sustainability and safety due to potential rockfall

4

This route would be accessible to all abilities - it is flat terrain with no
significant gradient change and the footpath would be tarmac and be wide
enough to be suitable for buggies and wheelchairs
This route would extend the public footpath from Larne thus increasing
accessibility to the coastline

5

5

Enjoyment

•
•
•

Entire route offers scenic views of the coastline and cliffs
Flat terrain makes it an enjoyable walk for majority of users
Enjoyment is only reduced by busy traffic on the adjacent road

5

6

Cost

•

The strip of land on the seaward side of the road is foreshore – it ranges
from 5-20 metres wide in places and consists of grassy slopes and rocky
outcrops leading precipitously down to the sea
To create a public footpath would require major engineering works to
widen the road corridor and possibly build out over the sea in places (at
Ballygally Head)
Estimated cost - £ millions

1

•

•

Table 2 The Coast Road Route Appraisal
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TOTAL SCORE

22

RANK

1

ROUTE 2/ Daffodil Lane connecting to Woodland Trail
No. Criteria

Comments

1

Access
Status

•

This route uses a footpath (Croft Road), laneway (Daffodil Lane) and
walking trail (Woodland Trail). Formal public access is in place
therefore no permissive or public path agreements are required.

5

2

Safety

•
•
•

There is no footpath for the last 600m of Croft Road
Walkers would share Daffodil Lane with cars but with no footpath
Daffodil Lane is a secluded area therefore increases the (perceived)
personal safety risk (no report of actual incidents)

3

3

Sustainability

•
•

The route is sustainable due to the nature of the footpaths and laneways 4
Daffodil Lane has a steep gradient and consists of large, loose gravel –
may not be sustainable during times of heavy rain as the Lane may act a
conduit for run-off
Japanese Knotweed (invasive species) is present along Daffodil Lane

•
4

Accessibility

•

•

5

Enjoyment

•
•

6

Cost

•
•

•

Score

Daffodil Lane is a steep slope and involves a consistent climb to the
entrance of Carnfunnock Country Park. Coupled with the loose gravel
Daffodil Lane is not entirely accessible for people of limited mobility or
pushchairs (but this is typical of the natural landscape and terrain around
Ballygally/Carnfunnock)
Daffodil Lane is accessible to cars thus development of this route may
encourage parking on/at top of Daffodil Lane which would cause
congestion issues. There may be potential to develop the Scout Field
(off Daffodil Lane) as a parking area but this would increase costs to
develop and maintain and might invite anti-social behaviour

2

This route is known as ‘the back way’ into Carnfunnock Country Park
and as such there little opportunity for scenic views
The route involves a steady steep climb which may not be enjoyable for
the majority of users Daffodil Lane and Woodland Trail is off-road so
this increases the enjoyment factor

2

Would involve fewer costs to develop
Costs would most likely include waymarking from the village; signage to
inform users that the route is there; some trail furniture along Daffodil
Lane to provide opportunity for rest along the climb; a gate and stile at
the entrance to Carnfunnock Country Park and possibly some trail
improvement works
Estimated cost - £5000

5

TOTAL SCORE 21
RANK 2
Table 3 Daffodil Lane Route Appraisal
Summary
The Coast Road route is ranked highest with 22 points closely followed by the Daffodil Lane route
with 21 points - just one point less. The Coast Road scored highest on ‘Accessibility’ and
‘Enjoyment’ criteria while Daffodil Lane scored highest on ‘Access Status’ and ‘Cost’. Although the
Coast Road is higher scoring, Daffodil Lane would be deliverable on a shorter timescale and within a
smaller budget.
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7 RECOMMENDATIONS
The route with the highest score and the community’s preferred option is: / The Coast Road.
Although the development of this route will require significantly higher investment it is a longer term
solution which would bring the greatest economic and social benefits to the people of Ballygally and
Larne.
2/ Daffodil Lane only scored slightly lower therefore although it is not the preferred route it does
represent a route which could be progressed within a shorter timescale and smaller budget with
minimal obstacles, i.e. it is an existing route.
In order for this report to make recommendations that could realistically be delivered Outdoor
Recreation NI discussed the potential for a footway to be developed along the Coast Road with
Transport NI.
A representative of Transport NI stated that;
“...while it would not be impossible to construct a footway along this stretch of the Coast Road,
extending to around 1500m, such a project would pose a host of severe challenges, not least the
potentially very high cost of providing a footway. There would be significant environmental impact
issues along this most scenic coastal route which is in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. For
these reasons alone Transport NI would not have any plans to consider the provision of a footway
at this location”.

Based on this, the feedback from consultation and the options appraisal scoring, this report
recommends that:

(A) The Daffodil Lane route is developed in the short term as a link route between Ballygally and
Carnfunnock Country Park;

And, in the event that the appropriate funding becomes available;

(B) A technical and economic feasibility study is carried out on the Coast Road route with a view to
develop this footway and link in with Daffodil Lane and the Woodland Trail to create a circular walk
between Ballygally and Carnfunnock Country Park.

The aspiration would be to create a circular walking route utilising both Route 1 and 2. As such the
development of Route 2 could be treated as the first stage as part of a larger strategic project.
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8 CONCLUSIONS
Through fieldwork and consultation four routes in total were identified that are or were historically
used to access the Country Park. Of these four routes (1) the Coast Road and (2) Daffodil Lane
have potential to be developed but the PREFERRED option for the local community and landowners’
is to develop a public footpath on the seaward side of the Coast Road.
Direct benefits:
-

It meets with local community and landowner agreement
It increases access to the coast
It is the most direct route from the village, and therefore most visible to visitors wanting to walk
It improves connectivity between the Country Park, Golf Club and village – income generated
through visitors may be better distributed over the local area
It is the safest, most accessible and scenic route

Wider benefits
-

It extends the public footpath from Larne town
It should encourage more visitors to Carnfunnock Country Park from Larne

Despite the social and economic benefits summarised above this route would incur major financial
costs and environmental impact, particularly on the visual landscape. As a result Daffodil Lane is
recommended for development as a short-medium term solution. Although it is not the preferred
route it still fulfils the aim of this project;
“to recommended a route which is ‘safe, sustainable, accessible and enjoyable and links Carnfunnock
Country Park with Ballygally village’.
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9 APPENDIX
9.1 Methodology
Outdoor Recreation NI employed the following methods to complete this project and fulfil the
objectives.

Liaison with Stakeholders: Upon successful appointment Outdoor Recreation NI held a pre-start
meeting with Causeway Coast & Glen Heritage Trust (CCGHT) and Larne Borough Council. At
this meeting the timeframe and key dates, methodology and report structure were agreed.
Background information about the area, current use of informal trails, issues to be aware of and key
contacts were be discussed, including but not limited to Ballygally Community Development
Association, Carnfunnock Country Park and Cairndhu Golf Club.
As the project progressed Outdoor Recreation NI updated CCGHT on regular basis as key
milestones occurred.
Fieldwork: Outdoor Recreation NI conducted 1 site visit to the area with Larne Borough Council
to survey the routes identified as currently used. Onsite the current routes as well as future trail
options were mapped using a mobile GPS device which was later imported into the office GIS
system. Observations were made about the trail conditions and sections where new infrastructure,
new path, maintenance or upgrade was required. Photos were also taken where appropriate.

Consultation: Outdoor Recreation NI co-ordinated an information gathering/consultation meeting
with the above named stakeholders on Thursday 25th September 2014 in Ballygally Hall. At this
meeting valuable information about the current routes used, associated issues and in particular
opportunities for future trail options were discussed. Collecting the intimate knowledge of
landowners, the community and regulars users of the Country Park also better informed the
fieldwork which was be carried out prior the meeting.

GIS Mapping: Geographic information about the trail options - existing and potential future routes
- were mapped using an ArcGIS system. This allowed Outdoor Recreation NI to visually present the
spatial distribution of routes and show connectivity. Land ownership was also identified and
mapped. All of these maps were then used in the final report and presentation.

Analysis/Options Appraisal: Following consultation, fieldwork and collation of all information
Outdoor Recreation NI carried out an options appraisal. The fieldwork in particular was used to
inform indicative costings. Based on an agreed set of criteria Outdoor Recreation NI scored the
future trail options and ranked them according to the highest priority for development. This was
then used to recommend a trail for development.

Report Writing & Presentation(s): A draft report was written and initial findings presented to
the CCGHT and Larne Borough Council. A period of feedback followed and changes were made to
the report before a final draft was presented back to CCGHT and Larne Borough Council.
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9.2 Consultees
NAME
Lynda Foy
Martine Hamill
Zoe Lindsay
Brian Kelly
Eric Dalzell
Paul Johnston
Bryan Magee
Anne Lennon
Alec Maguire
Richard Todd
Jennifer Riley
Kevin Mullan
Matthew Porter

ORGANISATION
Access Officer, Larne Borough Council
Legal Officer, Larne Borough Council
Manager, Carnfunnock Country Park
Ballygally Community Development Association
Ballygally Community Development Association
Ballygally Community Development Association
Ballygally Community Development Association
Ballygally Community Development Association
Cairndhu Golf Club
Cairndhu Golf Club
Ballygally Holiday Apartments
Transport NI
Local landowner
Table 4 Project Consultees
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